Keres, Keres, Keres...
Book Review by Pete Tamburro, Senior Editor, American Chess Magazine

At American Chess Magazine, we have an award—winning book
review guy in Carsten Hansen, who does ten really concise and
helpful reviews every issue, which is a great service to our read-
ers in a world awash with chess books.

It's been a while since I've written a
review. | used to do quite a few for
Chess Life, some going for four pag-
es. So, when our esteemed The
Chess Joumalist editor asked me if |
would do a review of the 75th Anniver-
sary Edition of Paul Keres’ Match
Toumament for the World Chess
Championship _The Hague—Moscow
1948, the old feelings stirred, espe-
@ cially since it was Keres. I'm a big fan
of his play and writings (remember his
column in Chess Life?).
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There was another reason as well. For many years, | had,
as did everybody else in the US and UK, relied on Sir Har-
ry Golombek's The World Chess Championship 1948
(Bell, London, 1949). It is a magnificent production: pages
neatly and tightly laid out with appropriate diagramming,
background biographies of all the players and their tourna-
ment and match records, insightful personal commen-
taries by Golombek in both the bios and at the beginning
of each round’s summaries, the theory of the openings
section, the two—page intros to each round, opening in-
dex and who v. who index, and some very good photos. It
was all you could ask for in a tournament book. Golombek
could write so well, and his notes were very good and
instructive for the average player.

—r——=mmmm | knew Keres had written a book on the tourna-
it = ment years ago, but the only annotations on the
——1 1948 tournament | could get were in that legend-

The

The The
e B b it | ary three volume translated collection of games of
Faul K":rl;'s KPauln Keres written by Keres himself and published in
™ 11964. It was edited and translated by Golombek,
f whose command of the English language still
makes it a superb presentation of Keres thoughts.
Unfortunately, the reader only got a taste of the
’48 match-tournament as there were only three
games in this set from that event. Back then, you
couldn’t help but wonder what it would be like to
read a book by Keres with all the games annotat-
ed by him.
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In 2016, Verendel publishers put out World
Chess Championship 1948. Were they inten-
tionally getting a jump on 2023 and the 75"
Anniversary. | don’t know and | didn’'t care.
| Finally, the whole book in Keres words!

There was background on the tournament,
‘| historical tournament and match results, an
opening theory section and opening index, a

breakdown of the match-ups and it was in hardcover, as with the
Golombek book, but it lacked some of the items mentioned
above that Golombek had. Golombek is superior in getting you
involved in the human interest in the event.

In 2023, Chess Informant has come out with their version cited
above. | dutifully went through it and figured | would compare and
contrast it with the prior two. It was at this point that | had to keep
muttering, “Keres, Keres, Keres...” to myself to remind this re-
viewer that Keres’' notes are the point of the book. They are so
good. You can split hairs on which translation is better, but it is of
little importance.

One other great feature of the book is that they came up with
previously untranslated Soviet era commentary both before and
after the match. It is historically fascinating.

Unfortunately, the Informant book didn’'t have much of the extra
stuff that Golombek had: no real bios, no substantial round by
round commentary with its accompanying drama and interpreta-
tions, no theory section. Still, the notes: Keres, Keres, Keres. You
can’t go wrong! With due apologies to Golombek, Keres’ notes
are terrific.

If you're a chess bibliophile or chess historian, then go look for
the Golombek book on vialibri.net. If not, then you will enjoy the
Informant book because of “you know who” and you may devel-
op an interest in that period of chess history due to the transla-
tions of the Soviet documents. You can't go wrong with the
Verendel book either. You get Keres and a little bit more. Ifs a
very handsome book as well.

That brings me to two final points, or curiosities, if you will. The
number of pages devoted to notes on the games is about 135.
The Informant edition has 214. The Verendel edition has 500
pages! Oh, my how these publishers just love white space! If
you're a Rubinstein fan, you will find the same white space
presentation in their new book on the great Akiba. There are 14
pages devoted to just the first games' notes vs. 6 pages in the
Informant book. | have mixed feelings about this. On the one
hand, the white space edition is quite nicely presented while the
Informant is a little, but not much, crowded. The Golombek book
seemed ideal to me—a bit of a compromise. Also, aren’t 500
pages going to cost more? Yup! The Verendel book is $40, while
Informant’s book is $30. That's a significant difference.

My last gripe is with all three of them. It's a small one, but consid-
ering my love and study of chess history, they all left one aspect
out: Ruben Fine and Miguel Najdorf. The Fine story is especially
interesting because if you read old Chess Reviews from that era,
you'll see his reasons and the substantial commentary about his
non—participation. | listened to Fine explain it in the 1970s at the
Toms River Chess Club in NJ, and he had changed his story a
bit! And poor Miguel—he didn't have the necessary influential
support. The American angle gets left out. For completeness,
perhaps, it would have dotted the i's and crossed the t's of this
historical episode. BUT REMEMBER: Keres, Keres, Keres. Get
one. Get them all! Above all enjoy and learn from the notes.
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Keres left a lasting legacy in those notes and that is the overrid- B N

H H H 10 be i 00 :" Vartin,hs decision i pye ‘x::“"h B e o oy Dl mm‘:L‘a‘momh“mw that
ing point of all of this e EEeLey | el Tot ey S
) Whtewho BIOCL STy g poston LU ather dangerous expanyror o -m;ﬂwwwmhh'mw ‘7;”lhl’pcwh‘hun‘nwmm,(w.no-.\!/\ml
:‘“"”"',,wm"wm":x‘:ﬂ; e yers Wi n.éo.mu et ey "'Mm o same naresting 1o note s oo srce the ey newar
nso dong rect  of atack against the Open Varigyy 99821 C s ofts use in practice are gen-  subtleties, Soraks many
et b M it doubt the expediency JMW« PO i 50 fa ther has not been y
f G I b k) b k srxckonthe kg, e ,ev mm\mh5“/:‘::1,"."_,502[0 ;T;‘"&’;L‘,Li,“;?;““ the move 12.. 8¢5
Example pages from Golombek’s book: o b1 TS 7488 e T
Sl o e f White wishes to avoid the vars e “‘3‘73““‘"'W‘y gives Blac rid
o e ST e by Black, desering atemns “r;: o4 :chw{ But White has no reason togoin
Wm‘*w*"”"'umwoww ;‘,;.,vmg Sharp continuation 7,65 g m am reples 9.5, as occurred in ™" the win of the insgniicant a-pawe ho

e shrge b b e 0 ey~ Reshevsiy (N0 36) Sy Lan(uﬂtmuﬂaﬁdlﬂ‘nﬁukcz‘nhmmmg

S oapmbten b R i strong pawn cn

8 troin o’
[ el itor wehth o bishopsevenyper ] 9.2yt i subsequert ru ounds Eave
ks him to repule the oppone ) ihe move instantl, which s
JR— . ’ e o Rk an o racialy obtary s peei Rkl P10y evdence of home preparation
102 TIIE WORLD CHESS CITAMPTO! GAMES AT MOSCOW: GAMES 31-10 1 T by U3 Sy 7 T2 023 prtr . | by scrceof home preparsi
- Semtan nd Konstantinopolsky recom-
YR 16 Apsyemsa the latter has been weakened by i3 Eme e . 465 50 25 on 10,403 to continue
ND 16, April 220 . a Pawn counter-thrust by White. 0867 bt final assessment of the move
- . GAME No, 31 Ancther possbitty of avoiding the $.465 can only be gien after suffcent
jite 5 e e
s Opening Moves [ — *a consitsinthe ancient continuation 6.ag et
Keres (61) 1 1 0 Ruy Lopes, Morphy Defence 34 Ruy Lopes, Morphy Defence Laker i the towrnamert, in car Schechers recommendtion 80 8. | et 0.0
Reshevsky (6) § - Smyslov (58) 4 QG.D., Slav Defence .. 41 White Black ‘I-’I‘"“'; Nea 0, 85 i 43,9, Keres-Eawe 04 extd 10205 405 gvs Biack sy | 2!
Botvinik nd th bye W ol | MR et v s S N e R S ot b 12 e
. K4 e e White cxertson aekos Qb qae £, for instance, 12,.0-0, hen Whte
Di. Buwe’s form touc e ts owest level i this round. Tl played i Rm | o o oborposie: o foies -2 e s
his favourite open defence against Keres's Ruy Lopez, a vatiation K5 P Qits I QB 10, 57565, Cantls Lﬂ!ﬁwﬂ]LKoms-A\aLem:quS‘RQkfﬁ
‘\‘\:(); :‘\]Wf‘ e K had maics micossn 5, She past and one of which, ol s s 0. ieingad 1947) or <3 obd 14 463
sntl histoumainent, e o been gencraly recognised s the chict The open variation of the Ruy iy paner USSR - Engand (m) Lon- - This. evidently. reprasented the mai dea
author ut Keres, instead of following the usual book line Loper, of which Dr. Buwe has """""K‘"°‘="54°"'°"ﬂﬂxer of Black's system of defence. Giving White
sprung an innovation on his opponent on the 12th move that was always been a strenuous advocate, 34, 11. B “"ﬂm-rmphexm a5 then 11,194 MO8 18 15.4xd5 4xdS 16.8x05 wxb2,
exceedingly strong, Dr. Euwe, as though unsettled by being taken and, indeed, up to this tournament | 3 . QxD, Ly strong s 11...0xb3 12.axb3 o7 13, e N 'MH“WMN Black can play
it of normal poths, defnded st ndiferntl, and so0n ot nto iy rogended o the ;gv 5, ‘N'w i ‘;;*“'- rwmmn o8 13 18008 eciengtg i cooutvring
.‘ul, nlhll e po tin. ; (lm»mml the end by a sheer blunder that o oL defiasd. st Pronn B 0k MSnAms aluchng bishop. However, Black had falled ¢
llowed Keres to fork his Queen and Rook with a J\muhL but the unfortunately for hirn, durin BB, Bxl Bpar o
game was in any case already past saving, Rarely ean o great A ben a great dea of feas | Ko xB; 14 IsH 5"“"‘*vw~am Pl s el F
player have sunk 0 sueh a nadi of demoralisation s was evidenced analysid worked oit in S cher | ol S et bee tred i practcn andthe grage permits
¥ Dr. uwe's play I s tion, 2 17, et e o sy i sy Whte o Sl poutimi dvamu !
e oty much practieal cxperimentinis in | overwhelming the ey thtinthe i
wo players produced a game of higher quality, For tournaments such as 1 correspandence 2505 e i L2 FUture we can Ancthar posity desnig atton
a briel while it followed their Sixth Round encountér, but then Memorial an s o i "«.,, g Black consits n 14..b4, Mkmmh
lhvr":l\d}\ «‘VI-M; alnwdl ‘v v and better line than the dangerous menting *;’ ¢ s p Kz, and Tlack has “'“-xuus 104 that ti s uch bt
contintiation he had tried before, He played the early middle game b s isactory game. e dispoim with 1umwwuwlwmmu |
o not at all au it oy e e hadbeen q
fact—since in an attempt to - 10 R 5t by e sy o e SIS th it 15962 |
yina prematurely broke open the central position.  He 6P QK More than 10, Oongy oWever, the © contnaion tht e B lialo |
A ndecd gin & Pawn, but at the cost of  serious weakening of his ThK  PQi QKE—GQ: P, P9 b unfoounabe for iack 15.42b3 a5 16.8bd21
it tion. Eventually the return of the Pawn wi EERE ks Kxmy e |
T nd S lo. laving homs i i rmesone i i i o e | B i B e | |
onchi opponent’s somewhat compromiscd game, appeared well on considered Lo be 8. BT in order | 16, KI—Q1, KR—Q1, when Black
the way to vietory. to stem the advance of Black's | has easy otwinnilc

1. give ho. Tishon. A | Dr. Taws, Lontngrad, 1900,

Now Reshevsky’s resourcefulness was seen at its best, for by a Q side Pa
¢ et

series of ingenious moves hie thwarted all Smyslov's attempts to B wnd provide " the
3 ey YOV LIEMS €0 Wit Knight a further support on e
d fully equalised the position. After numerous exchanges, a TOEL S e suppon B0 o4 . - \:lmp.umu
ml,l\}u. Xing and Povn e g s el Rl i Ui variation v fter which Blackcs game gocs
he mannerin which Smystov condueted tis diiult game shows World Chiampionslip Tournament. | steadily downi A | t f Paul K
o T e Sl it et s L S T couple pictures of Paul Keres
o ity ext. move, It chi force resides | move 10,

Perhaps, being the youngest, he had greater rescrves

in the complete nullification of a | much into eon
of stamina to call upon than the other competitors, with the resuls @ slde Pown advance by Black. | hia Roman
that’he was: neves wanititg sh ideas, whilst his opponents e K Kook s brovgit to Q1, after | following brill
(excepting Botwinnik) were becoming stale and tournament weary, ¢ QB Pawn gocs 1o QBY, | P—QBA; 12, Kt
12 B

i gy
A subsidinryeffeet is | K
Queen on K2 att 5.
Black’s advanced QKt Pawn

15. Kt
Kt—Kt; 17,

P_Ra); 1

i
2 THE WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP, 1045 BIOGRAPHIES OF THE PLAYERS 2
a system of play costs much time, and it is a very rare occasion indeed
ehen one finds him with any time to sparc on bis clock, He is, Masad
however, one of the world's best Tightning players, and as a rule is e .
able {0 find the et mave il only seco o spare s, o U v
n the whole, his results in this tournament were a little dis- | 1042 Kashdan I s
",.,“.mmw Itis true he played some fine games and was the | 3 o -
only master ever to appear really dangerous. against Hotwimnil 5 I
But, in view of his potential expebitta one fels e should e Percentage,
mun the World Champion closer. Luck of practice and previous
adequate preparation were o doubt factors in his eomparate Juek
of success. But the chief reason lies deeper. Normally, self-
confidence is his greatest asset. - Here, the knowledge that his rvals
were much better versed and prepared in 1 opening theory secs to
have shaken this confidence in his own powers. Several times he was
visibly fustered i critical situntions, and once he oven 1ot on ti. SMYSLOV
What, one wonders, would he have achicved with duc preparatign
“’;:Lf:;m\\m'}‘ '(| {-m[mh a ‘amu deal more; but it scems to the Vassily Smyslov was born in Moscow on March 24th, 1921, and
P x‘: er that he would still not have been able to prevent is thus the youngest competitor in the World Championship Tourna
Hotwbu e wcning i (h.mv]\ymhhxp However, he could have ment. His father, who taught him o play chess at the ags af six
¥ ood second and 2 half, was himself a strong player (first category), and onee
Tovns o beat Alekhine in a small tournament at St. Petersburg, 1012, T
TourNamENT Resvirs s 10 his futher too that Smy mu_\ owes his astonishiug command
New York ointgmon - Poiglt it of theory. He possessed a large chess library, and the young
Detroit 4 Smyslov studied the works of Lasker, Tartakower, Tarrasch, and
Kalamuson above all Nimzovitch and Alekhine, with keen and fascinated interest.
Minnapeli He also devoted much of e to solving and even co

posing end-game studies, A better training for
master eannot be imagined,

2 inipioat gesnd

i myslov cannot be regarded as a native genius, careless and care-
I free of all bookish knowledze, who attained mastery by the light of
I | e. ¢ trained

Naturally, he has remarkable gifts, but the
sndl eahonced by exvebully directed sbudy.  Av, indesd, the ore
| T delve into tory of all chess masters, the more seeptical
| I'become of the fantasy that proclaims some great players as natural
born geniuses who never or hardly ever have devoted time to the
J study of books or articles on the game. My advice to the unwary is:
“Beware of the player who says he knows little and cares less bout
theory. He gencrally turns ont to have spent several wecks'
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nmm.”H seeret work refuting some of your published analyses.”
34 Championstip | Smyslov himself acknowledges his great debt to Nimzoviteh's
LokA Ofer My System and to the games of Alekhine, and the student will note
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the two strains running through his games uader the influence of
} these examples.Like Nimzovitel, he is fond of complicated, subtle

Porcentage, 751 manceuvres in the opening and carly middle game, whilst the
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the weakness on Black’s QBA. Since 9. P—B3 allows Black an
excellent game and since, moreover, 9. Q—K2, at the very least,
preserves White's initiative, the reader will realise the importance
of this line. |
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However, the sting comes later. In Game No. 31, Dr. Euwe Lo jammef wiee pla 2. Kt—KB3, Kt—QBS;
played 9. ... B K2, but after defence, as follow : o
T0-1 Q1 Castles betteris o, 5B K5, P QRS . BT, Kt B8 Carle e h“w Bt
Kt—Ri) 11 P-Bil, KPxP; PQKUE 7. Castles (in Game x| ol e
T sl development by 7
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to avert this move, or when W] 820 o
omits to play it, Black's position L Kt—13; 18, P <BE, PXP; andmasfer
is satisfactory; on the other hand, -K “mil (”N‘"‘*«”* “““ of Chess
when White docs play it Black's & e —
gume s practically indefensible 3 K3,
T Game No, 80 Reshevsky im- | 1u|(u< 17, Kt_Kts, and White The The
Position after 9. @—K2  proved on Dr, Enwe's move and hiad the betier game. i Middle
played 9. ... Kt—B4; 10.R—Q1, T Game No zm;m)‘:kh s Early
KtB; 11 RPKL Q—B1, and now Keres played the subtle, | BPxP; 1. “ 4\” amesof frears of
B P Tt 13 B R4, B QBS; 14, Kt I 15 Pal s
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At the time the game was played, T felt that Keres's twelfth F Keres Keres = £
move was not convincing, and in the very next round Smyslov mllflm- l\x :FML - Position after 12. QKI—Q2 — — o 2
howed that White had a better move by the thunderbolt 12, P—l, hiad the advantay Tan W :
QP3P; 13, PP, BxP; 14 Q—K4, with an irresistible attack he Steinitz lh-f(n(‘l‘l)tf‘ reedl o (ool i doly i 9 E;E
(Game No. 38). Tn Game No, 42 Reshevsky tried 10, ... P—K5 was emplayed in o less than fve gans. Co e e z $25
in omaftempt fo provent White's P__Ti. i i  beier e 1 one Game No. 1) vas the Duras PB4 o g e m 3
10. Q-BI, but is still not sufficient to x»l;t.m\ uumhlv since Kt B, Kt— 1\2—4,1'7 KRS, S0LOMBEK wn ggg
atter 1.1 BI; 13, P—Bal, QP P; > Q5, RQKt1, White fittred A 1
b i, Gt away his initiative by e ats, UKz 1. KB, nstead of § HY
The close by Defence was not playing 10, P—QK4! . parand i GameNoséL )
5o illumi Sikhi bat, there. wese: samms T al the other games White playec 5. 2‘,:',?4;1,1','“”%Wum! = 5
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Dr. Euwe introduced an improvement for Black in the 6. Q anew lease “rhrm:hulum; ol HEGies fllone uu 5 ]
line someties known as the Woral Attak) n Game o 6, PxP, BxP; 7. P—Q4, P—Ks, 8. 10 i i g
Ki; 2. Ki—KIig, Kt—QB3; 3. B—Kts 50, 2K, B s : b e z 3
s i 6. Q—K2, PQKt ... QBB 2 Mf‘;l"‘"m‘“ e 2, < i
7 BKt3, Castles; 5, P ; 9. P—Qs, P—QJ; 10, P 18. Castlg); 18, oo X 0 00 o
KUxQP; 11, Ktx Kt, Qx Kt; 12, B—K3, he played 12. ... Q—Q3 Kt K3, with & won position fo A 5
o
5
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Example page from the 75th Anniversary book note the white
space comparison:
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