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Maximize Your Chess Po-

MAXIMIZE YOUR |tential! by Dan Heisman is
CHESS POTENTIAL! |a practical, experience-
: . driven guide to help club

*.

\ players improve at chess
by focusing on the how
and why of proper study
and play. Dan Heisman
has been teaching chess
for over 50 years, full-time
since 1996, and this ex-
tensive coaching experi-
ence shapes every chap-
ter of the book. The book
includes many lessons
from Heisman's Twitter
column, Chess Tips of the
Day, which has produced over 4000 tips since 2009.
Heisman includes around 200 key tips, including instruc-
tive stories and annotated positions that expand on the
initial tweet. The book has 304 pages (Amazon says 368,
but that is wrong), and the design of the book doesn’t allow
it to feel like a lot of pages at all. Spilitting the tips into indi-
vidual sections and categories makes the book feel more
like multiple short stories than one long book. Heisman
covers many topics in these tips that can help players of all
strengths, including general study habits, thought process-
es during a game, psychology and mindset, tactics and
safety, positional concepts and strategy, and openings and
endgames.

DAN HEISMAN

POPULAR CHESS

Heisman approaches this book by being broader as op-
posed to highly theoretical. Rather than spending pages
on obscure opening theory or engine lines, he emphasizes
how to think about chess. This includes how to structure
your thought process during games, how to overcome psy-
chological barriers like fear of losing material or time pres-
sure, and how to identify and fix repeating tactical and
strategic mistakes. His tips often focus on real-life pat-
terns, such as when a position is good to attack in or when
an idea is strategically sound. Throughout the book, dia-
grams illustrate instructive positions that reinforce the text.
These positions highlight common mistakes and better
alternatives, guiding the reader through the logic behind
good decisions. He also characterizes his top ten tips as
such. One such tip is “If you see a good move, look for a
better one.”, saying that many players move too quickly
after spotting the first reasonable idea. These also make
the book more interactive. Though, as | said, it is not struc-
tured like a typical chess book. Many of the tips connect in

order, though you can certainly go out of order. The book
does not cover opening lines in much detail, but it does
outline general opening principles.

One of the book’s strengths is its blend of general im-
provement principles and practical examples. For instance,
instead of merely telling readers to “think about safety,”
Heisman provides specific examples of positions and deci-
sion-making processes that illustrate what a careful evalu-
ation looks like. This helps players understand and apply
ideas. Maximize Your Chess Potential! does not rely heav-
ily on engine analysis either; instead, it recognizes that
factors like psychology, habits, and consistency are as
crucial as analysis and theory. A potential weakness of the
book is that it includes tips for all levels. This might con-
fuse some lower rated players as some tips are more
geared towards higher rating groups. Another possible
drawback as mentioned previously is that the author does
not cover specific openings and opening lines, however |
don’t believe this was ever an intention when the book was
written.

Physically, the book is available in multiple formats, includ-
ing paperback and hardcover, making it accessible for
both traditional readers and those who prefer sturdier edi-
tions. The book is also available online as an ebook
through Forward Chess and on kindle from Amazon. ltis a
2025 publication by Popular Chess. The paperback ver-
sion is very sturdy, does not bend easily, and feels very
smooth. The notation and diagrams are very clear and
easy to understand. Overall, Maximize Your Chess Poten-
tial! is a good book for those looking to improve at chess,
focusing less on theory and more on factors like psycholo-
gy, time pressure, tactics, and ideas, which are helpful for
all players.

Solutions to the Exercises in Death of a Variation, page 16

1
1.Bxf3! Hixf3 2. %xf3 with a strong pawn on d6 and a mas-
sive attack on Black’s uncastled king.

2

1.Bxf3! White must add more fuel to keep the fire alive.
Hxf3+ 2.¥xf3 e8 3.Q.xc5 with a dangerous attack for the
rook.

3
1.8xf7+! Sxf7 2.%h5+ Sg7 3.Exf4 Hf6 4. %g5+ &f7 5.0d5
with a winning attack.
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