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Join the CJA! 
The Chess Journalists of America seeks to encourage chess 
journalists, writers, editors, and publishers to exchange infor-
mation and ideas for their mutual benefit, to promote the highest 
standards of ethics in chess journalism, to represent United 
States chess journalists in appropriate national and international 
bodies, and to influence policies affecting the promotion of 
chess. 
 

Join or renew by sending dues to the CJA Secretary:  
 

Mark Capron 
3123 Juniper Drive 
Iowa City, IA 52245 
 

Or join via website: www.chessjournalism.org 
 

Membership Dues: 
Regularð$10 for 1 year 
Membership Plusð$15 includes one entry into awards 
(only available May 1 until the awards submission dead-
line, usually MidðJune) 
Outside the USð$15 for 1 year 
 
Hello From the Editor 

 

What a fun issue! We received lots of great submissions. Keep 

them coming. They make the editor job much more fun. 
 

We lost GM Mihai ἧuba in late October. He had a fascinating life 

story. Did you know he was fluent in seven languages? How 

about him wanting to be an artist? Check out my short obituary 

on page five to learn more. Sriaditya Pendyala sends in a very 

heartfelt ode to the late Daniel Naroditsky. 
 

There is a new website for selling chess books and stamps (ad 

on page four). We also have a short update on the American 

Chess Archives project. We will discuss this more at the semi-

annual zoom meeting that will be held on February 23. COSSU 

(Chess-on-Stamp Study Unit) has provided everyone with a link 

to their 200th issue. They are having an online auction on March 

14 that you may be interested in as there will be many items in-

cluding a few books.  
 

There is a chess and Alzheimerôs research project that you can 

help with (page six). 
 

We reviewed a lot of books. I want to thank all our reviewers for 

helping out. I would love to review all the books myself, but it isnôt 

possible. I joke around and tell my wife that I need to live to 279 

to have a shot at reading all my books! Ha! Ha! The reality is that 

its probably a lot longer! I was reviewed several excellent books: 

Dana Mackenzieôs Did You Come Here to Play Chess or Have 

Fun?; Luis Fern§ndez Silesô The Stories, Games, and Intrigues 

of Capablanca and Alekhine; and Chess Family Belavenets 

by Ludmila Belavenets, Sergey Yanovsky, and Vladimir Barsky. 

Jon Edwards reviewed Obsession: A Chess Biography of Vsevo-

lod Rauzer by Alexander Konstantinopolsky and Grigory Bogda-

novich. Rex Gray reviewed Jennifer Shahadeôs new book Think-

ing Sideways. Akshaj Bodla reviewed Steve Raulsô Chess Villian 

(about Alexander Alekhine). A Zillion Chess and Life Hacks by 

Maria Manakova was reviewed by Samika Nettem. Dan 

Heismanôs Maximize Your Chess Potential! was reviewed by 

Pranav Srinivasula. And finally Blackmar-Diemer Gambit Revisit-

ed by Eduardo Piza was reviewed by Dr. Anthony Saidy. Being 

part of the Blackmar-Diemer Gambit cult, as soon as I saw Dr. 

Saidyôs email, I immediately had to buy the book! 

Patricio Robayo interviews author Lance Wilson about his book 

on healing (using chess) entitled: A Wizardôs Guide to Family 

Recovery.  
 

Chris Martinez G was a new author last issue with the column 

Resurfaced. We put him in the limelight for this issue to go along 

with his continuing column. We found out he dabbles at photog-

raphy too. I really liked one of his pictures and it now is on the 

front cover! Thanks Chris. 
 

There are so many chess blogs available anymore. I try to read a 

few regularly, but I also try to read something by a new author 

every month. This issue we are fortunate to be able to reprint two 

blogs by new authors and one by a continuing author. Rebecka 

Ratcliffe (first time author for us) wrote a study on the differences 

between the sexes as it relates to chess on the USCF Sales 

Blog. I think you will agree that its very well done. Frank Elley 

(first time author for us) writes on his personal blog about his 

path to becoming the managing editor of Chess Life & Review 

many years ago. Great practical advice for anyone in the job 

market. We also have the third installment of Michael Agermose 

Jensen blog on the Pierce Gambit.  
 

Eric Vigil provides some levity as he explains what happens 

when you take a chess clock (or two suitcases of them) on your 

travels. 
 

Robert Irons concludes the 1984 Midwest Master tournament 

and Ed Tassinari gives us some history about the 1975 Florida 

State Championship.  
 

We have a couple cartoons: one by Tony Sullivan and one by 

Edward Sorel. 
 

Dennis Wasson returns with more ñPassing Clouds.ò 
 

Awani Kumar wishes everyone a happy new year! 
 

The ñQueens Cornerò returns with an interview, and so much 

more, from multiple time U.S. Blind Champion Jessica Lauser. 

She plays some swashbuckling chess! Hers is a very fascinating 

story. 
 

Thanks to Rex Gray, Diane Dahl, 

Joshua Andersen, and Rachel 

Schechter for their excellent proof-

reading and suggestions.  
 

Please consider sending in an arti-

cle or idea for an upcoming issue. 

More authors are always welcome 

and make the issues better!! Dead-

line for next issue is April 5. 

 

Let me know how I am doing. Send 

your comments, suggestions, or 

even better, send me a story or idea 

for the next issue:  

mcapron243@mchsi.com 

 

ðMark Capron 

"A spirit with a vision is a dream with a  

missionò ð Neil Peart 

https://chessjournalism.org/


4 

Semi-Annual Meeting 
 

Time: Feb 23, 2026 09:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Can-

ada). Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89297305572?

pwd=ltF7acb4f1CkIP9g6dlzmxvuenTbvs.1 

 

View meeting insights with Zoom AI Companion 

https://us02web.zoom.us/launch/edl?muid=74f571e7-60e6

-48d8-b3ea-da008b89b9e2 

 

Meeting ID: 892 9730 5572 

Passcode: 481866 

 

One tap mobile 

+13017158592,,89297305572#,,,,*481866# US 

(Washington DC) 

+13052241968,,89297305572#,,,,*481866# US 

 

Join instructions 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/89297305572/

invitations?signature=s18jRHSCrqjzDLak8L5czDSfpf-

0S04nXy3Lm9AVJMw 

______________________________________________ 
 

Charan Perumalla, who designed the 2025 Awards, for the 

Chess Journalists of America designed this ad for the new 

Chess Books and Stamps site.  Nikki Khmelnitsky, a market-

ing major in the Schreyer Honors College at Penn State Universi-

ty, helped provide some inspiration for the design.   

American Chess Archive Update 

By Joshua Anderson 

 

The American Chess Archive strives to bring together 

as much research of the past 150 years in chess as 

possible.As a website, this site will include pictures, 

games, but predominantly be designed to service 

and store all the periodicals that have been published 

at the state and national level since 1846.This is a 

project that will constantly be growing overtime. We 

aim to have about 90% of it done in the next decade. 

 

The process for how this is done has been laid out 

previously and can be found by contacting Joshua 

Milton Anderson at  

joshuamiltonanderson@gmail.com. We are in the 

beginning of the magazine collection (scanning) 

phase. There are a few that have been collected/

scanned including West Virginia, Iowa, New Jersey; 

as well as chess periodicals not focused on geogra-

phy like Leaves of Chess.  Much of this collection has 

been done by World Champion Jon Edwards, who 

we thank for his support and excitement over this 

project.  

 

We have not quite gotten to the stage where we are 

requesting people to help us test run the website, but 

if you are interested in that sort of activity, please let 

us know as we will certainly be aiming to do that in 

fairly short order. 

 

Though we have made a strong effort to be fiscally 

responsible, the cost of such a project is substantial. 

As such, we have spent much of the money that the 

growths of the CJA Awards have raised over the last 

decade. In fact, we have already had several gener-

ous donations, but we still will have ongoing costs, 

projected at roughly $500 a year. We would be grate-

ful to cover those with donations. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89297305572?pwd=ltF7acb4f1CkIP9g6dlzmxvuenTbvs.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89297305572?pwd=ltF7acb4f1CkIP9g6dlzmxvuenTbvs.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/launch/edl?muid=74f571e7-60e6-48d8-b3ea-da008b89b9e2
https://us02web.zoom.us/launch/edl?muid=74f571e7-60e6-48d8-b3ea-da008b89b9e2
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/89297305572/invitations?signature=s18jRHSCrqjzDLak8L5czDSfpf-0S04nXy3Lm9AVJMw
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/89297305572/invitations?signature=s18jRHSCrqjzDLak8L5czDSfpf-0S04nXy3Lm9AVJMw
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/89297305572/invitations?signature=s18jRHSCrqjzDLak8L5czDSfpf-0S04nXy3Lm9AVJMw
http://www.chessbooksandstamps.com
mailto:joshuamiltonanderson@gmail.com
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GM Mihai ἧuba (1 June 1947 ï 26 October 2025) 
 

By Mark Capron 

Just before we re-

leased the last issue 

Romanian GM Mihai 

ἧuba passed away. 

ἧubaôs peak rating 

was 2542, achieved 

in 1983. He earned 

the International 

Master title in 1975 

and the Grandmaster 

title in 1978. An inter-

esting fact was that 

ἧuba didnôt start his 

chess career until he 

was age 19! His 

breakthrough tourna-

ment was the 1982 

Las Palas interzonal 

where he finished 

third behind Vasily 

Smyslov and Zoltan  

Ribli.  
 

Larsen, Bent (2605) - Suba, Mihai (2500) [A17] 

Interzonalï12a Las Palmas (13), 29.07.1982 
1.c4 Nf6 2.Nc3 c5 3.g3 e6 4.Nf3 b6 5.e4 Bb7 6.d3 d6 7.Bg2 
Be7 8.0ï0 0ï0 9.Re1 a6 10.d4 cxd4 11.Qxd4 Nbd7 12.b3 Qc7 
13.Bb2 Rac8 14.h3 Rfd8 15.Qe3 Bf8 16.Nd4 Re8 17.Re2 
Qb8 18.Rd1 g6 19.Kh1 Bg7 20.g4 h6 21.Qg3 Nc5 22.Ba1 e5 
23.Nc2 b5 24.cxb5 Ncxe4 25.Nxe4 Nxe4 26.Qd3 Nc5 
27.Qxd6 Red8 0ï1 
 

The highlight of his career was winning the 1983 Dortmund 

tournament over players such as Vlastimil Hort and Nigel 

Short. ἧuba won the Berlin Summer in 1985 ð sharing 

first place with Viktor Korchnoi but taking the title on tie-

break. He also shared first place in the 1985 Zonal Tour-

nament in Prague (with J·zsef Pint®r and Vlastimil Jansa). 

ἧuba won the Romanian Championship three times (1980, 

1981 and 1985). From 1978 to 1992 ἧuba played in six 

Chess Olympiads representing Romania. He won the 2008 

World Senior jointly with Larry Kauffman and in 2011 he 

became the European Senior Champion. 
 

In his younger years ἧuba enjoyed drawing and was a 

member of a semi-professional theatre group. He wanted 

to study art in college, but this subject was highly politi-

cized in communist Romania, so he opted for mathemat-

ics. A much safer choice. ķuba was also passionate about 

bridge and continued to play it as a tournament player all 

his life. 
 

In 1988 at the Lloyds Bank Masters tournament in London 

ἧuba defected from Romania and applied for British politi-

cal asylum for himself and his son. ἧuba complained of 

difficulties in obtaining visas to play in tournaments and 

blackmail threats by the Romanian authorities. 
 

Then he played for England at the 1989 European Team 

Chess Championship. After political changes in Romania, 

he returned briefly in 1992, but later in the 1990s settled in 

Spain, where he worked as a chess coach. He eventually 

obtained Spanish citizenship in 2017. He was married 

twice and had two sons from his first marriage. In his later 

years, he lived alone. 
 

ἧuba was an expert on the ñHedgehogò structure. ἧuba 

wrote three books Dynamic Chess Strategy (1991), The 

Hedgehog (2003), and Positional Chess Sacrifices (2012). 

Dynamic Chess Strategy has become a classic and New 

In Chess even released a new edition in 2016. 

ἧuba was gifted in languages, he could converse fluently 

in Romanian, Russian, Serbo-Croatian, English, Spanish, 

Italian, and French.  
 

ἧubaôs contributions to the game will always be remem-

bered. 
 

Korchnoi, Viktor (2635) - Suba, Mihai (2525) [A70]  

Beersheba (11), 1984 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 c5 4.d5 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Nc3 g6 7.Bf4 
a6 8.e4 Bg7 9.Qa4+ Bd7 10.Qb3 Qc7 11.Bxd6 Qxd6 
12.Qxb7 0ï0 13.e5 Bc8 14.Qxa8 Qb6 15.Bxa6 Bxa6 16.0ï0ï0 
Ng4 17.d6 Nxe5 18.Nxe5 Bxe5 19.Qf3 Nd7 20.Rd2 Rb8 
21.Re1 Bb7 22.Qe3 Bd4 23.Qg3 Nf6 24.Re7 Bc8 25.Na4 
Qb5 26.Qb3 Qxb3 27.axb3 Be6 28.Rc7 Ne4 29.Re2 Nxd6 
30.Nxc5 Nf5 31.Rd2 Bxc5 0ï1 

 

Miles, Anthony (2565) - Suba, Mihai (2525) [A06] 

Olympiad-26 Thessaloniki (10), 29.11.1984 
1.Nf3 c5 2.b3 d5 3.e3 a6 4.c4 e6 5.Bb2 Nc6 6.d4 Nf6 7.Nbd2 
Be7 8.cxd5 exd5 9.Be2 0ï0 10.0ï0 Bf5 11.a3 Rc8 12.Ra2 
Ne4 13.dxc5 Bxc5 14.b4 Ba7 15.Nb3 Qd6 16.Qa1 Qh6 
17.Nbd4 Bg4 18.Re1 Rfe8 19.Bd1 Bb8 20.g3 Nxf2 21.Kxf2 
Ne5 22.Qb1 Nxf3 23.Nxf3 Bxf3 24.Kxf3 Qxh2 25.Bd4 Qxg3+ 
26.Ke2 Qg2+ 27.Kd3 Qe4+ 0ï1 

Photo source: Facebook/Romanian 

Chess Federation  
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Chess and Alzheimer's Research Project Looking for Volunteers 
 

by Caton Tsao and Aman Sreshta  

There has been long-standing speculation on the potential health 

benefits of an otherwise unsuspecting board game: Chess. With 

the recent chess boom happening since 2020, many have pon-

dered the potential positive effects it could have on the brain, 

given its mentally stimulating nature.  
 

Two South Carolinian chess players went forward with this idea: 

Meet Aman Sreshta and Caton Tsao. Aman Sreshta is a fresh-

man at Clemson University, while Caton Tsao is a junior at D.W. 

Daniel High School. Both of them have their own stories when it 

comes to Alzheimerôs disease. 
 

Aman had always loved hearing stories from his grandparents, 

so in elementary school, when he visited the Jewish Community 

Center and heard the stories of some of the most senior mem-

bers, it felt like he was listening to his own grandparents speak. 

Aman had visited the center many times and had seen the ef-

fects of Alzheimerôs disease in real time as it had onset, pro-

gressed, and worsened with some of the members. ñIt was heart-

breaking to see how the disease worked. Right in front of my very 

eyes, these people were losing their memories and pieces of 

their identity; they were quite literally losing themselves. It is a 

very tragic condition.ò 
 

Caton had his life impacted by Alzheimerôs disease as well when 

it affected his grandparents. Personally, witnessing the diseaseôs 

dangerous progression instilled a promise in Catonôs mind to do 

something to help prevent that situation for others. 
 

Both Aman and Caton are also avid chess players, with Aman 

starting when he was just 4 years old, and Caton beginning when 

he was in elementary school. They both quickly rose as profes-

sional players, and they met at the 2024 SC Scholastic State 

Chess Championship. In 2025, Aman and Caton led their respec-

tive high school chess clubs to the 2025 SC Scholastic State 

Chess Championship, and both had their teams finish in the top 

5, out of 30 teams, with Caton placing 3rd individually out of 69 

players, and Aman placing 8th.  
 

After hearing Caton speak on stage at the 2025 SC Scholastic 

State Chess Championship about his projectïCheckmating Alz-

heimerôs, Aman Sreshta had an idea. He had already thought of 

a research project regarding chess and Alzheimerôs, so he 

reached out to Caton about the idea, and the two chess oppo-

nents met across the board and became partners in the lab for 

Alzheimerôs. 
 

Initially, recruitment seemed a bit bleak, but after reaching out to 

hundreds of clubs across the country and being featured on local 

news by FOX Carolina, they started to pick up more participants. 

However, they are still in need of many chess players aged 65 

and older, so if you know anyone who may be interested, please 

reach out to our lab email at decisionlab@clemson.edu 
 

The research study follows a cross-sectional design in a two-part 

format, with a prescreening digital survey administered through 

Qualtrics (~10-15 minutes), and a remote Zoom session (~25-30 

minutes). To be eligible for participation, individuals must be 65 

or older, must be fluent in English, must have at least an 8th 

grade level of education, and must not have any history of neuro-

logical conditions. 
 

*Note: This study compares a group of chess players over the 

age of 65, to non-chess players over the age of 65, so if you 

know anyone who fits the eligibility criteria and is interested in 

participating, whether or not they play chess, they should reach 

out. 

 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK  

 

 

COSSU, the Chess-on-Stamp Study Unit, has just mailed out its 

200th issue of the Chesstamp Review. This special issue con-

tains a list of the 39 chess items, including four books by David 

DeLucia, that will be featured in COSSUôs March 14, 2026 live 

auction. 

 

The Editor, Jon Edwards, is sharing a link to the issue here with 

our readers and welcomes everyoneôs participation. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/

d/1x2wgJWXRjCpGU3ZH4QEOlTaRXQd36uBZ/view?

usp=drive_link 

 

For more information about joining COSSU, kindly contact Jon at 

jedwards.chess@gmail.com 

https://www.foxcarolina.com/2025/12/03/upstate-chess-players-team-with-clemson-study-games-potential-against-alzheimers/
mailto:decisionlab@clemson.edu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x2wgJWXRjCpGU3ZH4QEOlTaRXQd36uBZ/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x2wgJWXRjCpGU3ZH4QEOlTaRXQd36uBZ/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x2wgJWXRjCpGU3ZH4QEOlTaRXQd36uBZ/view?usp=drive_link
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Did You Come Here to Play Chess or Have Fun? 
 

by Dana Mackenzie 
 

Reviewed by Mark Capron 

Author Dana Mackenzie 

has written a book that is 

just plain fun. The origin 

of the book is a curated 

collection of selected and 

revised stories from Dana 

Mackenzieôs long-running 

blog, ñDana Blogs 

Chess.ò The stories are 

fascinating and informa-

tive. The games and 

game fragments have 

been selected with pur-

pose. Rather than a con-

ventional training manual 

or a game anthology, the 

book blends his personal narrative, his philosophical re-

flection, and his  annotated chess content to celebrate the 

chess experience.  

 

The book includes five parts: 1) Between the Booms; 2) 

Bryntse Gambit ï The Last Chess Wilderness; 3) Chess 

Parties (and the Mike Splane Question); 4) Chess Person-

alities; and 5) Everything Else. Each part includes multiple 

chapters all tied together in some way. Each chapter 

comes from one of his blogs. The author computer 

checked all the analysis with Stockfish 16.1 which was the 

most current program at the time of writing the book. 

 

Once I started reading this book I didnôt want to put it 

down.  I read the book using the Forward Chess app late 

into the night while my wife slept. Usually, I prefer to read 

chess books the conventional way with a physical copy, 

but this book was easy to read using Forward Chess. I 

even found the games easy to go through in this format. 

 

Mackenzie writes vividly about the broad social fabric of 

the chess community including many interesting charac-

ters and memorable moments. One of these characters 

was Victor Pupols. It seems that Pupols provided much 

inspiration for Mackenzie to write about with his unprece-

dented antics such as when he ñhorizontalizedò an onlook-

er. The section on Chess parties stood out as exceptional-

ly interesting. 

 

The annotations are written in such a way that they are 

compelling and accessible to any chess player. One of my 

favorites was after Whites 23.Nf3 in the game GM Alex 

Yermolinsky ï Dana Mackenzie (Harperôs Ferry, WV, 

March 1995) 

XABCDEFGHY  
8- tr - tr - +k+(  
7zp- +qsnpzp - '  
6- zpp+ - + - zp& 
5zP- + - + - + - % 
4- +RzP - + - +$  
3+ - wQ- zPN+ - # 
2- + - + - zPPzP"  
1tR- + - + - mK- !  
xabcdefghy  

ñIf I could pick one position and one move from my chess ca-

reer to sum up the Dana Mackenzie philosophy of chess, this 

might be the position. One of my goals in any position is to 

fight for the initiative. Yermolinsky has built up a lot of pres-

sure against my b- and c- pawns, and I have no patience to 

defend against a protracted siege. If possible, I want to create 

some threats of my own, and give my opponent something to 

worry about. Secondly, I love to play óimpossibleô moves. My 

favorite kind of move is one that my opponent thinks he has 

definitely prevented, Such moves are strong from the psycho-

logical point of view, and also often strong from the chess 

point of view as well. If he thinks that the move is impossible 

and you think itôs possible then one of you has missed some-

thing, Iôm wary of ever saying that a strong GM like Yermolin-

sky missed something, but he may have underestimated my 

sacrifice. 

 

23. éc5!? 24.dxc5 Qd1!ШThis is the óqueen sacrifice' I men-

tioned. It isnôt really a sacrifice, though, because I am certain 

to win the queen back; itôs more of a fancy way to trade mate-

rial. However, the pawn sacrifice that preceded it is real. 

 

25.Qe1ШYermolinsky declines the pseudo-sacrifice. Here are 

the other options:  

 

(a) If he accepts with 25.Rxd1 Rxd1+ 26.Ne1Шthen I force him 
to give back the queen with 26...Nd5.ШAfter 27.Qc1 Rxc1 
28.Rxc1 bxa5ШI have won back the pawn. You could argue that 
my doubled a-pawns don't 'count' as two full pawns. But that 

argument doesn't really hold water, because there are many 

variations where we would trade his c-pawn for my lead a-

pawn, and then my remaining a-pawn would definitely 'count'.  

 

(b) The most interesting variation is 25.Ne1ЯШ ƽőŔĦőШ ŔƚШ ƻĲƖǃШ
ĦŸůƓũĲǂЮШ  Ÿƽ White is, in fact, threatening to take my 

https://danamackenzie.com/blog/
https://danamackenzie.com/blog/
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queen, so I have to play 25...Qe2.ШDo I get compensation for 
the pawn? Even after copious computer analysis, I'm not 

sure. (Stockfish says it is about even: +0.2 pawns for White.) 

But instead of going down a rabbit hole of variations, let's 

think about it from the point of view of a grandmaster playing 

against someone 400 points below him. He really does not 

want to roll the dice in a complex and obscure tactical line. He 

wants to keep the position simple, placing his bets on his su-

perior understanding of strategy and endgames, and expect-

ing that I will eventually make a mistake.  

 

His decision proved to be correct.ò 

 

25. é Qxe1+ 26.Nxe1 b5! 27.Rc3 Nc6 28.Nd3?!Ш 
 

The game went to move 50 where Mackenzie finally had to 

resign. Still the psychological and strong move 23. éc5!?Ш
was worth admission to the show. 

 

In the summer of 1996, Mackenzie went to the Volunteer 

Center of Santa Cruz to see what volunteer opportunities 

were available. After filing out the paperwork, the woman 

working there noticed that he was a chess player. She said 

the Aptos Chess Club was looking for an organizer as the 

last one had moved away. Mackenzie jumped at the 

chance. His role in this club set the stage for what was to 

come later at ChessLecture.com. 

 

In 2006, Mackenzie uncorked an opening he had been 

working on for several years, the Bryntse Gambit. It wasnôt 

new (had been played in Correspondence Chess by Arne 

Bryntse in the 1960s and 70s), but he didnôt know that at 

the time. The game (Mackenzie-IM David Pruess, Western 

States Open. Reno, NV 2006. Round 6, 1-0.) was pub-

lished in Chess Life, Chess Informant, in Jonathan 

Speelmanôs Agony Column, and even a Game of the Day 

on Chessgames.com. The Bryntse Gambit features a 

queen sacrifice on move 6! In the years leading up to play-

ing the gambit in an over-the-board game Mackenzie had 

developed a set of five commandments to follow after the 

sacrifice. In other words, he was prepared. This opening 

makes its appearance in multiple chapters. 

 

This game got Mackenzie a job at ChessLecture.com. But 

his learning how to teach and relate to others came from 

multiple other areas such as the Aptos Chess Club and his 

profession as a mathematician. He has delivered over 100 

lectures. Just in case you are wondering, no, the Bryntse 

Gambit doesnôt win every time (see Chapter 19). 

 

I felt like the chapter on chess humor was a bit forced and 

not really needed.  However, some of the comments/

stories by his readers were a hoot. When he wasnôt trying 

to write a specific chapter on humor, he used humor freely 

and frequently in other chapters. 

 

Again, I couldnôt put this book down once I started reading 

it. Mackenzie kept the book conversational, reflective, and 

often humorous. He wrote not to impress with deep analyt-

ical details, but to invite readers into the world of chess. I 

believe the authorôs intent was to show that enthusiasm 

and enjoyment are integral to chessðnot just competitive 

seriousness. It was definitely not the normal type of chess 

book I usually read but I am very glad I did. The mix of 

storytelling, anecdotes, analysis, and reflection will keep 

the reader engaged. It did me. The portrayal of personali-

ties and odd quirks that make the chess world function are 

so true and yet very entertaining. I think all chess players 

will find something of value in the book. I highly recom-

mend this book. 
 
 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK  

 

Just received Blackmar-Diemer 

Gambit Revisited by former Costa 

Rica champion, mathematician Edu-

ardo Piza (2022, Kindle Direct Pub-

lishing =Amazon self-publishing). It's 

a large 449-page paperback. Ency-

clopedic & Stockfish-checked with 

500 games(!) 
 

Obviously, a labor of love. 
 

Armand Blackmar was a contemporary of Paul Morphy in 

New Orleans. An early example: 
 

Armand Edward Blackmar - Farrar [D00] 

New Orleans CC Tournament New Orleans, LA USA, 

11.1881 
1.d4 d5  2.e4 dxe4 3.f3 exf3 4.Nxf3 e6 5.Bd3 Nf6 6.c3 Be7 
7.0ï0 Nc6 8.Nbd2 h6 9.Ne4 0ï0 10.Nfg5 hxg5 11.Nxg5 Bd7 

12.Rxf6 Bxf6 13.Qh5 Re8 14.Bh7+ Kh8 15.Nxf7# 1ï0 
 

Emil Diemer improved the gambit by postponing f3 to 

move 4, averting 3...e5. In Berlin in 1983 this tall unsmiling 

gent introduced himself to me, amid the smokiest tourna-

ment I ever partook in. His life included being a key Nazi 

chess journalist, winning tournaments, becoming a crank, 

entering a mental ward, advice to shun the stress of chess, 

release, winning some more, and then devoting the final 

phase of his life to intensive study of Nostradamus, about 

whom he wrote 10,000 letters. This character died in 1990 

at 82. 
 

I never faced the Blackmar-Diemer Gambit proper, but 

once I faced 1d4 d5 2Nc3 Nf6 3e4. And now, to take the 

guy out of the Blackmar-Diemer Gambit "book" I captured 

with the knight -a debatable weakening of the Kingside. 

Apotheosis of Blackmar-Diemer Gambit Theory  

by Dr. Anthony Saidy 

https://www.chesslecture.com/
https://www.chesslecture.com/
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Chess: The Difference Between the Genders  
 

Written by Rebecka Ratcliffe for the USCF Sales Blog 
 

Reprinted with permission 

If you were to look at the FIDE ratings list for the top 100 

players in chess today, you might be surprised to find that 

not one of them is a woman. The top woman in the world, 

GM Yifan Hou, is just off the leaderboard at #115 in active 

players with a Standard FIDE rating of 2620 (November 
2025). 

 

This difference in achievement in chess has been a topic 

interesting to social scientists for a long time, as chess 

ratings are a relatively objective measurement. In 2025, 

Chessable sponsored a new study, ñAcross the Board: 

Sex, Ratings, and Retention in Competitive Chessò by An-

gela Li, Mark Glickman, and Christopher Chabris to delve 
further into the disparity.  

 

Spoiler: The findings were not that girls and women 

arenôt good at chess. 

Are men and women inherently different when it comes to chess?  

Image by Tumisu from Pixabay 

 

What Does Evidence Say? 
 

There have been several theories applied to the disparity 

in chess advancement between women and men. The 

reality is clearly that women progress to elite levels in 

chess less often than men. In fact, the proportion is in-

credibly skewed, with only 2% of FIDE grandmasters being 

women in 2025. The separate title Woman Grandmaster 

(WGM) has about 300 holders worldwide, but the WGM 

requirements are slightly less difficult. What could be be-
hind this? 

 

The Conventional Wisdom Is SimpleðToo Simple 
 

The ability distribution hypothesis theorizes that the build-

ing blocks of ability are distributed unevenly, creating an 

inherent difference in raw ability. This has been a perva-

sive theory in science, business, engineering, mathemat-

ics, and yes, chess, for quite some time.  

 

Empiric evidence tells a more nuanced story. In ñMales 
and Females Have the Same Distribution of IQ Scoresò by 

R.T. Warne, itôs conceded that males have a more variable 

distribution of IQ scores on both the top and bottom of the 

scale, but the mean IQ is relatively equal. The ranges also 

overlap across the spectrumðmeaning that while there 

may be more men in high and low areas, both sexes are 

represented at every data point on the curve.  

 
What may be of interest in this research are the areas 

where this intelligence is concentrated: 

 

ñWhile males and females are equal in aver-

age intelligence, the distribution of their abili-

ties differs in other wayséFemales tend to 

score higher (on average) on verbal abilities, 

while males have higher average perfor-

mance on spatial ability and mathematical 
reasoning. Across these abilities, though, 

the differences average out to produce 

equal means on overall IQ.ò (Warne, 2020) 

 

On social media, I received several comments along 

the line of ñmen have higher IQs.ò That oversimplifica-

tion does the population of chess players two disser-

vices. One, it suggests there is an innate, immutable dif-

ference that means male players will always be superior, 
possibly discouraging talented girls and women. Two, itôs a 

lazy conclusion. If women are never going to excel at the 

same levels, why invest the time and effort to increase the 

pipeline of girls and women entering the sport? There are 

women at every point on the IQ continuum, so something 

else must be keeping highly intelligent women from pursu-

ing chess. 

 

It's the Numbers, Chat 
 

Two additional theories are the participation rate hy-

pothesis and the differential dropout theory. These are 

related to the number of girls and women who choose to 

participate in chess and how long they stick with it. Itôs no 

surprise that the data shows a serious numbers advantage 

for boys taking up chess. They often enter competition at a 

higher level as well, suggesting more practice and prepa-
ration before their first tournament. Girls will show up at 

chess club as rank novices, eager to learn but basically 

starting from scratch. Boys typically have some experi-

ence. 

https://www.uscfsales.com/pages/chess-blog
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Girls who enjoy chess in elementary school leave the sport in high num-

bers in middle and high school. Photo by Tahir Xᴅlfᴅ for Pexels. 

 

For the girls who do start playing, they fall away at much 

greater numbers. Over nine years, a group of roughly 

32,000 players was tracked, and the percentage of girls 

went from 18% to only 11% during that time (Li, Glickman, 

& Chabris, 2025). Do girls drop out because they canôt 

succeed against the boys? Ratings suggest thereôs no in-

nate disadvantage. When girls and boys are placed in 

matched cohorts, their progression is relatively equal. Ad-

ditionally, dropout rates decline significantly. This is 

strong evidence that the reason girls leave chess is 

more environment and interest-based and not due to 

innate ability differences.  

 

The Exit Precedes the Expertise 

 

In the study ñGender Differences: The Chess Delusion,ò 

Chassy noted that the mean age of active female chess 

players was much youngerðaround 20 years for women 

vs. 31 for men. The age range for most players (not prodi-

gies, of course) to reach peak expertise is between 30 and 

40 years old. This suggests that men are actively playing 

chess for more than a decade longer than women, many 

much longer, and are more likely to reach grandmaster 

skill.  

 

When the data is examined using both gender and age as 

covariables, an interesting fact comes to light. Mean rat-

ings are virtually identical when women and men 

reach their peak, around 1770 (Chassy 2023). Why, if 

this is the case, does it seem obvious that men are ñbetterò 

at chess than women? The most compelling explanation is 

a rapid drop in participation rate. Women quit playing 

chess before they reach their peak performance, often in 

adolescence and well before they would hit those higher 

ELO levels. There is evidence that men are more likely to 

focus intently on one activity, while women generally have 

a broader range of interests (Warne, 2020). 

 

Another interesting finding from Chassy is the equali-

zation of ELO ratings between men and women in their 

30s. For an entire decade, the ratings are virtually the 

same despite the large disparity in participation rates. This 

is another reason to question the ability distribution hy-

pothesis. If the difference in chess achievement was really 

due to inherent ability gaps, there should not be any age 

group with parity. 

 

Where Does That Leave Us? 

 

If girls and women have the same potential for great play 

as boys and men, weôre missing out on some fantastic 

female chess players because they arenôt encouraged to 

start chess or stick with it. Next we askðwhat barriers ex-

ist for women in chess? 

 

Bias Can Be Subtle 

 

In the study ñChecking gender bias: Parents and mentors 

perceive less chess potential in girls,ò by Arnold, Bailey, 

Ma, Shahade, & Cimpian, the authors considered whether 

parents and mentors exhibited bias against the female 

players in their lives. While it doesnôt necessarily take 

the form of overt bias, they did find that parents and 

mentors were less likely to take a girlôs ambitions seri-

ously due to the perception the girls and women do 

not have equal potential. They were more likely to asso-

ciate a girl dropping out with lack of ability rather than due 

to other factors (Arnold et al, 2024). Fully 90% of mentors 

and parents thought female youth players ratings ceilings 

were a full bracket lower than a male player of the same 

age, despite stating that they thought ability was similar.  

 

Hostile Playing Environment 

 

The world of organized chess has been rocked in recent 

years by revelations of sexual harassment and assault at 

events. Accusations by WGM Jennifer Shahade and oth-

ers have created a ñMe Tooò movement in chess. As wom-

en share their experiences, a disturbing picture of what itôs 

like to be a girl or woman in chess has emerged. Itôs hard 

to play your best and climb the rankings if youôre distracted 

and uncomfortable due to harassment and unwanted at-

tention. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Women should be able to focus on playing chess when they attend 
events without harassment. Photo by Picas Joe for Pexels. 
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New initiatives are in place to make chess safer and 

more welcoming for everyone. The USCF has adopted 

SafePlay standards, the same guidelines used in youth 

sports to protect athletes from harassment and abuse. 

FIDE has committed to changing the way they handle ac-

cusations, and several high-level players have been cen-

sured or even banned for their behavior. 

 

Itôs up to every chess player to help support a safe 

playing environment for everyone. Itôs also up to par-

ents and mentors to acknowledge the barriers that exist 

and work to create a more inclusive and supportive experi-

ence for girls and young women. Start early! What looks 

like teasing in the elementary or middle school chess room 

may feel quite different to the person being ñteased.ò 

 

Unequal Time, Opportunities, and Resources 

 

Three GM norms are required to achieve grandmaster sta-

tus. A GM norm requires a performance rating of 2600, 

based on the average rating of opponents. Because there 

are so few women playing at this level, it can be harder for 

women to chase those all-important norms.  

 

Another fact that bears pointing out is that the age where 

peak expertise is typically reached (late 20s to early 30s) 

is also the range where women are typically making deci-

sions about having children and careers. Participation 

rates reflect a shift in priorities away from chess during 

those years. Competitive chess, like any sport, requires 

training and resources, time and money, and itôs not sur-

prising that it takes a backseat for many women. 

 

The Potential IS ThereðSo What Can Be Done? 

 

If the gender differences we see in chess are primarily 

down to the enormous imbalance in male/female players, 

the obvious first answer is to do everything possible to 

stuff the pipeline with girls. Perhaps thatôs a little too obvi-

ous, though. While encouraging and attracting more 

girls to the game is a great start, building an environ-

ment where they feel safe and supported is equally 

important. Providing the same support, encouragement, 

and resources to all young chess players is essential to 

developing promising girls and women into elite players.  
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Many top players have shared their anecdotes of Danyaôs graciousness and kindness over the past few weeks and months. They 

have all been extremely expressive of his compassion and just how amazing a person he was. However, I would like to give my own 

experience as a viewer. Iôve never known Danya personally, but I do vividly remember the energy, humor, and excitement of watching 

his late-night streams. I distinctly remember the bullet sessions with 0gZPanda that would last for hours and marathon streams that 

would lapse over nearly 24 hours during the pandemic. Those streams blurred the days and nights. I often found myself falling asleep 

at my desk with the stream open, to find out heôs still going strong seven hours later. My days used to be a hectic and mindless blur: 

wake up, classes, work, and sleep, but his streams were the coffee in my evenings, and the hot cocoa in the nightsï they were the 

single thing I looked forward to every day. Perhaps the fondest memories I have are from analyzing moves during his speedruns with 

his community, and working out enthralling lines in fiery middlegames. I believe I can speak for most of his audience and express 

enduring sorrow for his passing. Danya will be forever remembered as a remarkably kind and compassionate mentor in the hearts of 

his fans. 

How Daniel Naroditsky Changed My Life 

by Sriaditya Pendyala 

QQQQQKKKKKQQQQQKKKKKQQQQQKKKKKQQQQQKKKKKQQQQQKKKKKQQQQ  
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https://www.uscfsales.com/blogs/general/chess-the-difference-between-the-genders
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Resurfaced: La Plata ï Nueva York, 1947  
 

by Chris Martinez G 

This time, we dug deeper into the archive. The magazine 

that surfaced came from even further back than the last 

titleðan issue dated 1947. What makes this collection 

compelling is not its chronological order, but the freedom it 

allows. I can choose the issue that speaks at the moment. 

There is no imposed direction, no prescribed path these 

stories must follow, so long as what emerges is worth 

reading, preserving, and sharing. That freedom, in this re-

alization, is part of the beauty it brings me and that in turn 

brings joy to our readers as well. 

The story that emerged belongs to La Plata ï Nueva York, 

the memorable victory of the Jockey Club from the Prov-

ince of Buenos Aires over their counterparts in the United 

States. Holding a magazine that documents such an en-

counterðprinted in 1947ðis already remarkable, especial-

ly considering the seventy-six-year journey that brought it 

into my hands. Leafing through its pages, I feel almost like 

a curator handling an artifact with white gloves. The maga-

zine captures a crucial moment when international chess 

was reconnecting after years of global disruption, and 

when distance did not yet prevent ambition. 

 

This issue, along with many other publications, found its 

way into the collection of the Mechanicsô Institute Chess 

Room, one of the oldest chess institutions in the United 

States, based in San Francisco, California. There it circu-

lated for years before eventually reaching me. Tucked in-

side the magazine is an extraordinary detail: a loose, type-

written printout of the games. The paper appears to have 

been cut from the reverse of a Wells Fargo advertisement, 

stamped December 29, 1950 ð San Francisco, a remind-

er of how ordinary materials were once repurposed without 

hesitation. 

On its own, the insert is nothing more than a scrap of pa-

per. Yet the fact that it has traveled across cities, institu-

tions, and hands for more than seven decades transforms 

it into something elseða quiet testament to the endurance 

of chess history, preserved not by intention alone, but by 

use and chance. 

 

The document itself stands apart. It is not a formal 

scoresheet, nor something prepared for publication. In-

stead, it reads like a personal working ledger: names writ-

ten out by hand, results marked in halves and totals, and a 

grid left open for further 

work. At the top, a nar-

row strip of typewritten 

text explains the meth-

odðworking backward 

through the games, 

identifying duplicates, 

comparing sources. The 

paper appears to have 

been repurposed from a 

magazine or office docu-

ment, an ordinary piece 

of mid-century life 

pressed into service for chess study. Together, the hand-

writing and the typewritten note suggest a slow, deliberate 

way of working, long before engines or databases existed. 

Whoever took the time to do this remains unknown, but the 

care is still there on the page. 
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And now, to the story. 

 

It was 1947. The Jockey Club team from Mar del Plata 

faced the Manhattan Chess Club in what was then known 

as a match telef·nico. The games were not played across 

a shared board, but simultaneously in separate locations, 

with each move relayed by telephone and radio. Today the 

format may sound unusual, but at the time it represented 

one of the most ambitious ways chess could cross bor-

ders. 

 

Little detail survives about who coordinated every aspect 

of the logistics. The article itself credits the generous sup-

port of Dr. Don Uberto F. Vignart, along with the enthusi-

asm of Dr. Don Luis G. Herrera, without whom the match 

might not have taken place. Even so, sustaining multiple 

games in this manner required careful organization: offi-

cials to relay moves, arbiters to ensure accuracy, and play-

ers on both sides setting up mirrored boards, trusting that 

each move arriving over the airwaves would be faithfully 

reproduced. One is left to wonder who was responsible for 

translating and transmitting moves between English and 

Spanish in real time, and how easily a single miscommuni-

cation might have altered a result. 

 

The games were recorded in descriptive notation, the 

standard system of the era. Files were named after the 

pieces that originally occupied them, and moves were de-

scribed relative to each playerôs perspective. A move such 

as PïK4 indicated a pawn advancing to the kingôs fourth 

square; NïKB3 placed a knight on the kingôs bishop file; 

BxN recorded a bishop capturing a knight. This system 

predated the widespread adoption of algebraic notation, 

which would later gain international traction through Euro-

peanðand particularly Sovietðchess culture. 

 

Spanish-language publications did not employ a separate 

system but adapted descriptive notation linguistically. 

Piece names changedðPe·n for pawn, Torre for rook, 

Caballo for knightðbut the structure remained the same. A 

Spanish score might read Pï4R or CïAR3, moves that 

remain surprisingly legible once the reader adjusts.1 This is 

precisely what appears in the games recorded here. 

 

Behind every move was a quiet choreography. Players 

noted moves by hand on simple score sheets or loose pa-

per, boards mirrored across continents, and decisions 

made without ever seeing an opponent across the table. 

All of this depended on the technology of the momentð
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telephone lines, radio signals, and human intermediariesð

used not as novelty, but as a requisite. 

 

According to the account, the match unfolded over the 

course of twelve hours. Such a duration hints at the care 

required to sustain a telef·nica contest: moves relayed by 

voice, confirmed, written down, and only then played. 

What survives in print, therefore, is not a single score, but 

the consolidation of many handwritten traces. 

 

Any account of the match must also acknowledge the cali-

ber of those involved. The Argentine side was anchored by 

Miguel Najdorf, already among the strongest players in the 

world by 1947, supported by an international lineup that 

included Gideon St¬hlberg. Opposing them, the Manhattan 

Chess Club, one of the countryôs most prestigious chess 

establishments, fielded a team of leading American mas-

ters. 

 

Seen from the present, the match invites reflection. Long 

before digital platforms made global play effortless, chess 

had already found ways to travel. Distance was crossed 

not by players, but by voices, wires, and inkðleaving be-

hind a paper trail that still speaks decades later. 

 

In this sense, the magazine itself becomes as important as 

the games it contains. Published in the immediate after-

math of the Second World War, it journeyed from South 

America to the United States, passed through an institu-

tion, and continued to be handled and studied. Its pages 

show signs of use rather than display. 

 

The handwritten notes and repurposed paper inside sug-

gest how chess was studied in an era without engines or 

databases. Games were reconstructed move by move, 

boards reset by hand, understanding earned slowly. The 

unknown person who wrote these names and tallied these 

results may remain anonymous, but their effort endures on 

the page. 

 

What remains is not merely a record of a match, but evi-

dence of how chess lived beyond the moment it was 

played. For now, the magazine rests with meðnot as a 

possession, but as a responsibility: a temporary holding 

place in a much longer journey, waiting for the next set of 

hands, and the next story to be uncovered. 

__________________________________________ 

 
1Note on notation: 

The games shown here are written in Spanish descriptive 

notation, the system used throughout much of Latin Ameri-

ca in the mid-20th century. Moves are recorded from each 

playerôs perspective, using the original files of the pieces 

rather than coordinates. The piece names shift into Span-

ishðPe·n (pawn), Torre (rook), Caballo (knight), Alfil 

(bishop), Dama (queen), and Rey (king)ðbut the structure 

remains unchanged. A move such as Pï4R corresponds to 

PïK4 in English descriptive notation; CïAR3 to NïQR3; T

ïD1 to RïQ1; DïK2 to QïK2; RïKB1 to KïKB1. What dif-

fers is not the method, only the language. Before algebraic 

notation became universal, this was simply how chess was 

writtenðmeant to be read with patience, understood 

through familiarity, and carried across borders one move at 

a time. 
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Tell us a little bit about yourself and what you do for a 
living. 
 
I grew up in Colorado and lived there most of my life, 
though Iôm originally from Mexico City. About eight years 
ago, my family and I relocated to the Bay Area in Califor-
nia, where I currently work in retail management. 
 
Previously I spent time working in software development, 
which shaped how I approach systems, problem-solving, 
and pattern recognition ð interests that naturally overlap 
with chess. 
 
Today, I genuinely enjoy working in retail leadership: con-
necting with people, building momentum, teams and work-
ing toward shared goals. Outside of work, I spend as much 
time as possible outdoors. Snowboarding is still something 
I hold onto when I can, even living in California, and pho-
tography remains a creative outlet for me. 
 
Most of my energy, though, goes to my three children, who 
are all at different stages of life. Staying active is less of a 
choice and more of a requirement ð but it keeps me pre-
sent and grounded. 
 
Where did your story with chess begin? 
 

My chess story began in Basalt, Colorado, during an after-
hours chess club in the mid-1990s. Chess felt familiar to 
me almost immediately, but more than that, it felt meaning-
ful. I enjoyed it from the start and never fully stopped play-
ing, though I often wish someone had encouraged me to 
continue more seriously early on. 
 
At the time, resources were limited. Around 1994ï95, there 
werenôt many books, magazines, or consistent opponents, 
at least for me as a teen. Online chess as we know it today 
didnôt yet exist. I played casually with my uncles and 
friends and later spent time in early online spaces like Ya-
hoo Chess chat rooms just to find games. 
In my mid-20s, my interest deepened again. I subscribed 
to Chess Life magazine and played every Thursday at a 
local art gallery where the owner would set up a few 
boards for the community. Trips to New York ð particularly 
playing at Washington Square Park ð were humbling ex-
periences. I quickly realized just how strong some players 
were. 
 

Around 2010, I became focused on completing Chess 
Magnet School titles, 20 of them. Which were widely ad-
vertised at the time. Life soon shifted ð my child was 
born, responsibilities increased, and chess slowly stepped 
into the background. Eventually, life simply got in the way. 
 
After settling in California and watching my children grow, 
chess found its way back into my life once again. Teaching 
my kids to play ð especially now my toddler ð has given 
the game new meaning. Today, I continue to play across 
platforms like Chess Magnet School, Chessable, and 
Lichess, and Chess.com. Chess has never fully left me; it 
has grown alongside me. 

What most excites you about starting a column for 
The Chess Journalist? 
 
What excites me most is the opportunity to give something 
back to a game that has given me so much ð from mental 
endurance and patience to pattern recognition and per-
spective. 
 
Iôm especially drawn to uncovering stories from Spanish-
language chess publications and bringing them to an Eng-
lish-speaking readership. That bridge ð honoring over-
looked history while expanding access ð is deeply mean-
ingful to me. Being able to contribute in this way is both 
humbling and energizing. 
 
What did you learn while researching and writing the 
column? 
 
Researching the column has shown me just how deeply 
chess is tied to its historical moment. While writing about 
Argentina in 1953, for example, I gained a broader under-
standing of what was happening politically, socially, and 
culturally at the time. 
 
Bobby Fischer was still a child, yet the Cold War was al-
ready unfolding, and chess was emerging as a symbolic 
battleground between global powers. That context re-
shaped how I viewed the games, the players, and the pub-
lications themselves. Every piece feels like stepping into a 
specific moment in history, and I continue learning with 
each column. 
 
What inspires you to write? 
 
Iôm inspired by connection. In my daily work, I enjoy mak-
ing ideas approachable and engaging, whether Iôm ex-
plaining a concept or simply making someone laugh. 
 
Writing operates in much the same way. If I can share a 
perspective that resonates, sparks curiosity, or helps 
someone see something differently ð while still maintain-
ing my own voice ð then I feel compelled to keep writing. 
Turning everyday observations into something meaningful 
is what motivates me most. 
 
What inspires you in general? 
 
Innovation, creativity, and thinking outside the box inspire 
me deeply. I used to draw frequently, and while I donôt do it 
as much now, I still find inspiration in visual storytelling ð 
from comic books to design and technology. 
 
Iôm especially fascinated by how technology reshapes the 
way we view the world and interact with one another. Even 
small moments can be inspiring ð waiting at a train cross-
ing, watching railcars pass with striking graffiti. While I 
donôt condone vandalism, I can still recognize the creativity 
and expression behind it. Inspiration is everywhere if 
youôre willing to notice it. 
 

In the Limelight : Chris Martinez G 

Interview by Mark Capron 
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You have used the term, meaningful a few times dur-
ing this interview. It is very important to you. Would 
you expand on this concept further as it relates to 
chess?  
 
Chess had a sense of meaning ð the pieces, the way it 
was taught, and the intricacies of how the game worked 
and how you could win. Itôs one thing to learn the moves, 
but another thing entirely to know how to play. Even the 
color of the board and the whole essence of chess felt 
meaningful. And although I didnôt yet understand what 
chess truly meant at the time, I knew it was something I 
wanted to learn and be part of.  
 
What aspects of chess draw you in most when choos-
ing what to read or write about? 
 
All of it. Openings offer insight into structure and prepara-
tion, while endgames teach patience, accuracy, and re-
straint. In todayôs game, many players arrive extremely 
well-prepared, which makes understanding every phase 
essential. 
 
Lately, Iôve been especially drawn to Chess960. I enjoy 
how it minimizes memorized theory and emphasizes crea-
tivity, sound principles, and original thought. Variants like 
Horde or other alternative formats initially felt unconven-

tional to me, but I now appreciate how they challenge as-
sumptions and expand understanding. 
 
I also enjoy chess biographies and podcasts, especially 
during my commute. Learning about players, eras, and 
even unconventional stories ð like astronauts studying 
chess to sharpen their thinking ð reminds me how univer-
sal and adaptable the game truly is. 
 
What would you like your chess legacy to be? 
 
Above all, I want to pass the game on. Teaching chess to 
my toddler, while my older children already play, has been 
incredibly rewarding. At times, we find ourselves at oppo-
site ends of the house playing each other online ð small 
moments made possible by modern technology. 
 
Still, nothing replaces over-the-board chess. Iôd love to 
help grow a stronger local chess community where I live in 
the greater Bay Area. Iôve even considered proposing city-
supported chess tables ð possibly made from recycled 
materials ð where people can sit, play, and connect. 
 
Ultimately, I want to expand the game locally, continue im-
proving as a player, and help ensure that chess remains a 
space for creativity, learning, and human connection. 
 
Please add an explanation of the ñGò at the end of 
your name. 
 
The ñGò comes from my second surname, Gonz§lez, 
which reflects a long-standing naming tradition in Spain 
and much of Latin America. Historically, individuals carry 
two surnames: the first from the father (paternal) and the 
second from the mother (maternal). This practice became 
standardized in Spain centuries ago and remains widely 
used today, in Latin America and parts of the US south-
west.  
 
Rather than dropping my maternal surname entirely or 
using my full legal name in every context, I chose to repre-
sent it with a single initial. In that sense, the ñGò serves 
both a cultural reference and a personal one. It acknowl-
edges my maternal lineage ð particularly my mother ð 
who has since passed away. 
 
Many people are familiar with using a middle initial or go-
ing by a middle name, but itôs less common to see some-
one include an initial from a second surname. Using the 
ñGò felt like a way to honor that tradition while keeping my 
name concise and practical. ñChris Martinezò works well in 
most settings, and the added initial allows me to preserve 
that heritage without extending the name further. 
Chris Martinez G  
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The Death of a Variation part 3 
  

by Agermose2 (Michael Agermose Jensen) 
 

Originally published on April 5, 2025 (Updated April 10, 2025) at Chess.com, reproduced here with the authorôs permission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            The Battle of Marciano by Giorgio Vasari (1565) 

 

Pierce Gambit Part 3 

 

The battle of Marciano took place in Tuscany 1554. A decade later, Vasari painted an enormous fresco of the battle which is in the 

Palazzo Vecchio in Florence. At the top of the fresco there is a green flag with the words ñcerca trovaò, meaning ñseek and you shall 

findò. The message, and the possibility of hidden layers within the fresco, played a pivotal part in the plot of Dan Brownôs mystery nov-

el ñInfernoò. 
 

Here we shall dig deeper into the Pierce gambit, to expose its hidden layers. 
 

The Vienna gambit had a brilliant 1992, as described in Part 2. Meanwhile, players of the black pieces were seeking - and finding. 

One game that did not make it into Tseitlin & Glazkovôs The Complete Vienna, even though White was one of the authors, was the 

following: 
 

Zeitlein, Michael (2495) - Ciolac, Gheorghe (2385) [C25] 

Wattens op 07th Wattens (8), 1992 

[agerm] 
 

1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.f4 exf4 4.Nf3 g5 5.d4 g4 6.Bc4 gxf3 7.0ï0 Nxd4  [As mentioned in Part 1, this move-order is better than the  

immediate Qg5.]  
 

8.Bxf4 [8.Qxd4?? Qg5 and White must lose king or queen.; Arnason suggested 8.Rxf3 but it looks a bit desperate.] 
 

8...Bg7 9.e5 [An improvement may be 9.Be3 but here T. Horvath's suggestion 9...Qf6! is strong. (9...c5 should be met by adding more 

fuel to the attack with 10.Rxf3! (10.Nb5 d5! Konstantinopolsky & Lepeshkin. To which Tseitlin & Glazkov adds 11.Nxd4 followed by 
Qxf3, but 11...cxd4 12.Qxf3 Nf6 fails to impress the engine.) 10...Nxf3+ 11.Qxf3 Qf6 12.Qe2 and White has many new threats.) 10.Nd5 

Qg6 11.Rxf3 Nxf3+ 12.Qxf3 Kd8 0ï1 Komissarov,Y (2183)-Jones,P (2161) LSS CP-2008ïPï00055 LSS email and White might have 

some play for the rook, but hardly enough.; 9.Bxf7+ Kxf7 10.e5 was recommended by T. Horvath. However, 10...Nf5! refutes this. 
(Tseitlin & Glazkov's book gave only 10...d5 11.Qxd4 after which White has decent compensation.) ] 
 

9...d5 [So far was given by Konstantinopolsky & Lepeshkin (K & L)] 
 

10.exd6 [10.Qxd4 dxc4 11.Qe3 is the best chance to confuse matters. If Black is not alert and tries to castle with 11...Ne7? then after 

12.Rad1 Bd7 13.Ne4 White has a strong attack for the piece.; 10.Bxd5 c6 and if the bishop moves, the queens get traded.; 10.Nxd5 

Ne2+ 11.Kh1 fxg2+ 12.Kxg2 Nxf4+ 13.Rxf4 and here the simple 13...Be6 is winning.] 
 

https://www.chess.com/blog/agermose2/the-death-of-a-variation
https://www.chess.com/blog/agermose2/from-vienna-to-manila
https://www.chess.com/blog/agermose2/from-vienna-with-love
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10...c6? [A little too clever. 10...cxd6 gives White very little for the 

sacrificed knight.] 
 

11.Qe1+ [White has alternatives here. See Exercise 1.] 
 

11...Be6 12.Rd1 Qf6 13.d7+ Kf8? [It was safer to use the white 

pawn as shield and go for 13...Kd8!] 
 

14.Bd6+ Ne7 15.Ne4? [White gets tangled up in all the zwischen-

zugs. White had the chance to liquidate with 15.Bxe6! Qxe6 
16.Qxe6 Nxe6 17.Rxf3q Black is in an annoying pin and White 

should be able to win back the sacrificed material.] 
 

15...Qg6 16.Rf2 [16.Ng3 was unclear according to Ciolac in In-
formator, but that seems very generous. Perhaps he was enticing 

future opponents to repeat the variation? Black has two good 

tries: 16...Qxc2ï+ hits c4 and threatens mate on g2. (16...Rd8 
picks off the pawn on d7.) ] 
 

16...Bxc4 17.Bxe7+ Kxe7 18.Qb4+ Kd8 19.Qxb7 Qxe4 20.Qxa8+ 

Ke7 21.Qxa7 Bd5ï+ [Black has consolidated and the white king is 
the one in danger now.] 
 

22.gxf3 Qg6+ 23.Rg2 Nxf3+ 24.Kh1 Nd4 25.d8Q+ Kxd8 26.Qb8+ 
Kd7 27.Qa7+ Ke6 

0ï1 

 

This was a bit of a blow, but there were some suggestions of 

improvement for White, so perhaps the pieces could be stitched 

back together? 

 

Joe Gallagherôs Winning With the Kingôs Gambit (1992), con-

tained the following game, where Black came up with a ñnoveltyò 

on move 8. In fact, it had been played as early as in Langborn-

Rydberg, Stockholm 1897.  

 

The game was annotated by the winner in Kingpin 16, 1990. 

White is a Czech International Master, while Black later made a 

name for himself writing amongst other things, biographies on 

Mikhail Tal and Boris Spassky.  

 

Polasek, Jaroslav (2340) - Karolyi, Tibor Jr (2475) [C25] 

Prague Bohemians Prague, 1988 

[agerm] 

 
1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.f4 exf4 4.Nf3 g5 5.d4 g4 6.Bc4 gxf3 7.0ï0 Nxd4 

8.Bxf4 Bc5 [This position was already seen in 1897 but became 

all the rage in 1993. 8...Bg7 was the previous game (Zeitlein-

Ciolac).] 
 

9.Bxf7+! [It appears this is the least bad move. Here Gallagher 

recommended 9.Kh1 without further analysis. More on that later; 

Karolyi also considered. 9.Be3 Ne2+ 10.Kh1 Bxe3 11.Rxf3 Nf4 
12.Rxe3 which is actually fine for White, but Black can improve on 

this, see next time.] 
 

9...Kxf7 10.Be3 [The Pierce book ended with "&c." here. Presum-
ably meaning that Black has no good answer, but Karolyi found 

one.] 
 

10...Ke8! [Black is dead lost after 10...Kg6? 11.Bxd4 Bxd4+ 

12.Qxd4 Qf6 13.Qd3+ï Konikowski/Przewosnik (1990); 10...Qf6 
11.Nd5 Qg7 see EXERCISE 2. White to move. How to continue 

the attack. (11...Qe5 12.c3!) ] 
 

11.Bxd4 Bxd4+ 12.Qxd4 Qf6 13.Qd3 Ne7 14.Rxf3 [Time to take 

stock. White ends up with only one pawn for the piece and too 

few pieces to mount a serious attack.] 
 

14...Qe5 15.Nd5 c6 16.Nf6+? [16.Nxe7 is actually tricky. 16...Qc5+ 

17.Kh1 Qxe7 18.Raf1 d6 (18...Rg8 19.e5 Kd8 20.Qd6! Qxd6 
21.exd6 White wins another pawn and stiffles the black King and 
bishop. For starters there is also the threat of mate in 2.) 19.Rf7 

Qxf7 20.Rxf7 Kxf7 21.Qxd6 Re8 22.Qh6 with some drawing chan-
ces due to the exposed king.] 
 

16...Kd8 17.Nxd7 Bxd7 18.Rd1 Nd5! [18...Qc7 19.Qc3 Re8 20.Rfd3 

Kc8 (The engine likes 20...Ng6 and claims a winning advantage.) 

21.Rxd7 Qxd7 22.Rxd7 Kxd7 23.Qh3+ unclear, Karolyi.] 
 

19.exd5 cxd5 20.Re3 [20.Qxd5 Qxd5 21.Rxd5 Rc8 22.Rf7 Rc7 
holds.] 
 

20...Qd6 21.c4 Qc5 22.Kh1 Rf8 23.cxd5 Qb5 24.Qb1 Rc8 25.Rb3 

Qe2 26.Re1 Qf2 27.Rxb7 [White has enough pawns now, but the 

weak back rank is a problem.] 
 

27...Rc2 28.Rg1 Rg8 29.Qf1 Rf8? [29...Qxf1 was simpler. 30.Rxf1 
Rgxg2 31.Rf7 Rge2 Karolyi. (31...Rgd2!) ] 
 

30.Qxf2 Rfxf2 31.Rxa7 Rxb2 32.a4 Bf5 33.Rg7 Ra2 34.h4? Rxa4 
35.Kh2 Rxh4+ 36.Kg3 Rff4 37.Ra1 Rhg4+ 38.Rxg4 Rxg4+ 39.Kf3 

Rd4 40.Ra5 [The game continues, as there is still hope for the 

infamous rook and bishop vs rook endgame, which in some cas-

es is a draw.] 
 

40...Kd7 41.Ke3 Re4+ 42.Kf3 Kd6 43.Ra2 Kxd5 44.Kg3 [This end-

game is not easy to win. In his comments Karolyi suggests the 

reader work out the winning plan before playing through the rest 

of the moves. Stockfish 17 is quite useless in this endgame.] 
 

44...Ke5 45.Rb2 Kf6 46.Ra2 Kg5 47.Rb2 Rd4 48.Kh2 Rd3 49.Ra2 
Rc3 50.Rb2 Be4 51.Re2 Kf4 52.Rf2+ Ke3 53.Rf7 Rc2 54.Rg7 Rc6 
55.Ra7 Rc2 56.Rg7 Bg6 57.Ra7 Kf2 58.Ra4 Rb2 59.Rf4+ Ke1 
60.Kg1 Re2 61.Rg4 Re4 62.Rg3 Ke2 63.Ra3 Rc4 64.Ra2+ Rc2 
65.Ra4 Rd2 66.Rf4 Ke3 67.Rf3+ Kd4 68.Rg3 Be4 69.Rg5 Ke3 
70.Rg3+ Ke2 71.Rg7 Rc2 72.Re7 Ke3 73.Rg7 Rc1+ 74.Kh2 Ra1 

75.Rg3+ [75.Rg8 Ra8 76.Rg7 Ra6 77.Rf7 Rh6+ 78.Kg1 Rg6 79.Rf2 

Karolyi.] 
 

75...Kf2 76.Rg7 Ra2 77.Rd7 Re2 78.Rd1? Bxg2 79.Rd2 Bf3 

0ï1 

 

Another difficult loss, and the improvements were at best to hold 

a draw. So what now? 

 

In his comments to the game, Gallagher gave the laconic sug-

gestion ñBetter was 9.Kh1!ò.  
 

That idea did not have to wait long for a test. 

 

The Case of the Disappearing Game 

 

Zeitlein,Michael (2485) - Marciano,David (2430) [C25] 

Ciocaltea Memorial Bucharest, 1993 

[agerm] 

 
1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.f4 exf4 4.Nf3 g5 5.d4 g4 6.Bc4 gxf3 7.0ï0 Nxd4 

8.Bxf4 Bc5 9.Kh1 [This was the move given by Gallagher (1992). 
However it had first been analyzed by Konikowski and Przewos-

nik (1990), who also gave the antidote.] 
 

9...d6! [Black has other ways of defusing the attack, but this is 

best.] 
 

10.Be3 Be6 [Not that Black needs an improvement, but 10...Qf6! 
is even better.] 
 

11.Bxd4 fxg2+! [without the threat to f7, Black can take the pawn. 
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11...Bxc4 was given in Konikowski/Przewosnik (1990).] 
 

12.Kxg2 Bxc4 13.Bxh8 Bxf1+ [In Neil McDonald's book on the 

King's Gambit, the Tseitlin-Marciano game is also absent. There 

the continuation is 13...Qg5+ 14.Kh1 Bxf1 15.Qxf1 0ï0ï0 16.Qxf7 

Nh6 17.Qf6 Qg4 winning. The text move is cleaner.] 
 

14.Qxf1 Qd7 15.Qf4 [15.Kh1 improves slightly but still lost in Ec-

cles-Tait, corr 1997.] 
 

15...0ï0ï0 [White's attack is gone, Black has a solid extra pawn 
and the bishop on h8 is in trouble.] 
 

16.Rf1 Nh6 17.h3 Rxh8 18.Qxh6 Bd4 19.Qh5 Rg8+ 20.Kh2 Qe6 
21.Rf3 Be5+ 22.Kh1 Bxc3 23.bxc3 Qxe4 24.Qxf7 Rg3 25.Kh2 Rxf3 

0ï1 

 

Strangely, that game of the Bc5 line only made it into Zeitlein and 

Glazkovôs Vienna book, because the editor (John Nunn) included 

it. It also mysteriously did not find its way into Neil McDonaldôs 

1998 Kingôs Gambit book. 

   

I saw the game Zeitlein-Marciano first in this book: Secrets from 

Russia (1993) 

A very interesting tome, which contained an interesting article on 

the Pierce gambit by IM David Marciano, based on the above 

game. 

 

However, the first analysis of 9.Kh1 I know of is in Konikowski 

and Przewosnikôs  

 

German book Wiener Partie - Vienna Game from 1990.  

 

There is also an earlier game, Henkel-Gerber, corr. DDR 1968, 

that seemed to go completely unnoticed. 

 

Apparently, Polish-German FM Jerzy Konikowski holds the rec-

ord as most prolific chess writer with hundreds of books to his 

name (thank you Junior Tay, for the information). The Vienna 

book contains some nice analysis, but no text or explanations. 

 

Konikowski & Przewosnik Vienna Game (1990) 

 

In his book S*T*A*R*Chess (1998) Paul Motwani describes the 

game that made him quit the Pierce Gambit.  

 

A simultaneous game on the 23rd of April 1994 in a bookstore in 

Glasgow. The opponent, Douglas Smith, found 10éBe6 on the 

board and won. 

 

S*T*A*R Chess (1998) 

 

Another blow, but again there were possible improvements. 

 

At move 10 White has another try in 10.b4, and now we come to 

some correspondence games. The next game was played in the 

Danish team correspondence league in 1997. Engines were still 

weak, but what mattered was that the refutation was known. 

 

Jensen,Erik H. - Jensen,Michael Agermose [C25] 

corr 2.division, 1997 

[Jensen,M.] 

 

1.e4 e5 2.f4 Nc6 3.Nc3 [3.Nf3 f5 - the Adelaide countergambit - 

was Black's other idea. This was also popular in the midï1990s.] 
 

3...exf4 4.Nf3 g5 5.d4 g4 6.Bc4 gxf3 7.0ï0 Nxd4 8.Bxf4 Bc5 9.Kh1 

d6 10.b4!? [An interesting move intending to improve on Tseitlin's 

play. It came as a complete surprise to me, as I did not know that 

it had been played otb two years earlier. A few years after this 

game, I talked to Erik Sßbjerg, who told me he had played the 

position against the same opponent in the correspondence 

league a year earlier.] 
 

10...Bb6 11.Nd5 [The real idea is to swap off the Black bishop.] 
 

11...fxg2+! [Usually, Black should stay miles away from this line-

opening capture, but here it is check and gives Black a tempo to 

organize the defence. Sßbjerg chose 11...Ne2 12.Rxf3 Nxf4 

13.Rxf4 which is less clear. 13...Be6 (13...Qg5!? 14.Rxf7 looks 
scary.) 14.Qh5 Qd7 15.Nxc7+! Bxc7 16.Bb5 0ï0ï0r  E.Jensen - 

E.Sßbjerg, corr DEN 1996. Black has some compensation for his 

queen, although White won in the end.] 
 

12.Kxg2 Ne6 ['With a knight on e6 Black cannot lose' - is an old 

adage that rings true here. 12...Qh4! is the engine solution. I have 

long since forgotten why this wasn't played.] 
 

13.Qf3 [Giving up the bishop in return for the knight is relatively 
best, but Black's position remains eminently defensible. The al-

ternatives are equally bleak: 13.Nxb6 Nxf4+ï+; 13.Qh5 Nf6! 

14.Nxf6+ Qxf6 15.Bxd6 Qg5+ 16.Qxg5 Nxg5ï+; Previous games 

went 13.Bg3 h5 (Also good and played the same year was 
13...Qg5 14.a4 Qg6 15.Qd3 c6 16.Nxb6 axb6 17.Qc3 Ng5ï+  0ï1 
Bocksberger,S-Wollmann,A GER-ch24 corr 1995.) 14.e5 h4 

https://www.chess.com/blog/juniortay
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15.Bf4 dxe5 16.Nxb6 Qxd1 17.Raxd1 axb6 18.Bxe5 Rh5 Ramik,Z 

(2345)-Narciso Dublan,M (2390) Brno-A 1995 (4) White has 

nothing for a piece. If anything, the White king is less safe. Black 

(a King's Gambit expert!) won in 31.] 
 

13...Nxf4+? [This actually spoils most of the advantage. 13...c6!ï+] 
 

14.Qxf4 [14.Nxf4 Qf6 15.Qh5 Qg7+ï+] 
 

14...Qd7 [The cosy looking 14...Be6 15.Nxb6 Bxc4 16.Nxc4 is just 

equal.] 
 

15.Nxb6? [Later engine analysis revealed that Black has some 
problems after 15.Kh1! Bd4 16.Nxc7+ Kd8 (16...Qxc7 17.Bxf7+ 
Kd8 18.Rad1) 17.Nxa8 Be5 18.Qxf7 Qxf7 19.Rxf7 Nh6 20.Raf1!! 

Nxf7 21.Rxf7 and the knight is not easy to trap.] 
 

15...axb6 16.Bxf7+ Kd8 17.Kh1 Qg4 [Black repels the attack and 

now only needs to untangle his pieces.] 
 

18.Qe3 Qg7 19.Rae1 Bd7 20.Bd5 Ne7 21.Bc4 Rf8 22.Rxf8+ Qxf8 
23.Rf1 Qh8! 24.Qg5 Qd4 25.Bd5 c6 26.Rf7 Qd1+ 27.Kg2 Qxc2+ 
28.Kg1 Qb1+ 29.Kg2 Qb2+ 30.Kg1 Qe5 31.Qxe5 dxe5 32.Bb3 c5 
33.Rxh7 Nc6 34.bxc5 bxc5 35.Be6 Be8 36.Rxb7 Nd4 37.Bd5 Bc6 

38.Rb6 Bxd5 39.Rd6+ Kc7 [39...Kc7 40.Rxd5 Kc6 freezes the 

white rook and then the c4ïpawn starts running.] 

0ï1 

 

Conclusion Part 3 

 

The hidden meaning of "cerca trova" refers to the soldiers of Si-

ena who searched for their freedom but found only death, as 

described in Danteôs Inferno: 

 

He goes in search of freedom, which is so dear, As he who gives 

his life for it would know. (Purgatorio, Canto I, 71ï72) 

 

Gambiteers were searching for beauty in the Pierce Gambit but, 

after 5ég4 6.Bc4 gxf3 7.0-0 Nxd4 8.Bxf4, found only defeat. 

 

Following the losses, Zeitlein and Motwani gave up on the Pierce 

Gambit, Gallagher gave up the Kingôs Gambit and Arnason gave 

up on chess altogether! 

 

Today, Paulsenôs 3.g3 Vienna is a sound opening in postal play, 

but our Pierce gambit is definitely not. 8...Bg7 is a tough chal-
lenge and 8...Bc5 seems even stronger.  

 

Still, I kept searching, and for some years tried to fix the prob-

lems for White. The definitive verdict will be dealt with in Part 4.  

 

See you next time. 

 

Please drop a comment or try and solve the exercises below. 

 

_________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Exercise 1: 

 

Here Zeitlin checked with Qe1. Is there a better continuation? 

 

 

XABCDEFGHY  
8r+lwqk+ntr(  
7zpp+ - +pvlp'  
6- +pzP - + - +&  
5+ - + - + - + - % 
4- +Lsn - vL- +$  
3+ - sN- +p+ - # 
2PzPP+ - +PzP"  
1tR- +Q+RmK - !  
xabcdefghy  

 

 

 

 

Exercise 2: White to move. How to continue the attack?  

XABCDEFGHY  
8r+l+ - +ntr(  
7zppzpp+kwqp'  
6- + - + - + - +&  
5+ - vlN+ - + - % 
4- + - snP+ - +$  
3+ - + - vLp+ - # 
2PzPP+ - +PzP"  
1tR- +Q+RmK - !  
xabcdefghy  

 

 

 

 

Exercise 3: Max Lange - Drygalski, Magdeburg 1856 (!). Black 

has just played 7...fxg2? Punish this. 

XABCDEFGHY  
8r+lwqk+ntr(  
7zppzpp+p+p'  
6- +n+ - + - +&  
5+ - + - + - + - % 
4- +LzPPzp - +$  
3+ - sN- + - + - # 
2PzPP+ - +pzP"  
1tR- vLQ+RmK - !  
xabcdefghy  

 

Solutions on page  52. 
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1975 Florida State Championship 
 

by Ed Tassinari 

Over Labor Day weekend, 1975, I played in the Florida 

State Chess Championship, held in Legion Hall in Miami. I 

was in the second year of a doctoral program in Inter-

American Studies at the University of Miami, hoping to 

become a college history professor (which would eventual-

ly happen after a few unforeseen detours). 

 

This was my second stretch at the UM and I had learned a 

lot of chess playing and studying with a group of stronger 

players at the Coral Gables and Capablanca chess clubs. 

Players such as Luis Busquets (who became a Life Mas-

ter, served as Colombian IM Miguel Cuellar's second at an 

Interzonal and would leave the U.S. for Italy years later), 

Jerry Lynch (a master and state champion and UM gradu-

ate student who later gave up competitive chess), Henry 

Garcia (an opening savant who always carried the latest 

issues of the Chess Informant with him in his satchel and 

had wins over every leading Florida master), David Brum-

mer (strong enough to play in the 1976 Lone Pine tourna-

ment, then the strongest Swiss in the U.S.), Eduardo Celo-

rio (whose results were perhaps best of all, a strong life 

master, many-time state champion who would score 9.5-

2.5 in the 1985 U.S. Open in Hollywood, Florida behind 

Boris Spassky, Yasser Seirawan and Joel Benjamin, but 

ahead of IGMs William Lombardy, Nick DeFirmian, Roman 

Dzindzichashvili, and Arthur Bisguier with wins over Bis-

guier and DeFirmian. 

 

But the leading player in the tournament was Dr. Juan 

Gonzalez, a six-time champion of Cuba, who had played 

on their Olympiad teams in 1952 and 1960. He also played  

in Capablanca Memorial international tournaments in 1952 

(where he scored 11.5-8.5 finishing seventh behind Samu-

el Reshevsky, Miguel Najdorf, Svetozar Gligorich, Erich 

Eliskases and Larry Evans, but ahead of other masters 

and every other Cuban player) and 1962 (where he had a 

minus score, but defeated IGM Lev Polugaevsky, a game 

annotated by Edmar Mednis for Chess Life long ago). 

Gonzalez was a known quantity in U.S. chess, since he 

won the U.S. Speed Championship for 1946-7 (then 

played at ten seconds per move) while serving his surgical 

residency at a New York City hospital (check the January 

1947 issue of Chess Review for more details). In the early 

1960s he left Cuba after Fidel Castro came to power and 

settled in south Florida where he became a force in the 

chess scene. 

 

The 1975 state was a strong event with two rated masters, 

eight experts, and twenty-three A-players in a field of fifty-

eight. And from the start it was a tournament of upsets. In 

round two, Gonzalez and Celorio were upset which 

opened things up for outsiders. In the final round, young 

college student Luis Alfonso (1947) won the title defeating 

another "interloper", Chip Boven (1879). Celorio would 

finish second (5-1) with a final round victory. And I was 

paired with Dr. Gonzalez, having won three games and 

drawn two with two wins over experts. He had won three 

after his second-round loss. 

 

I had already lost to him in a Miami tournament a year ear-

lier and was fortunate enough to get white in this game 

(my fourth white of the tournament). To make up for my 

slipshod opening knowledge in those days, I often played 

stuff like the Veresov, Trompovski or 1.f4 and 1.b3 . I knew 

he played the King's Indian for black, so that gave me a 

chance to play a Trompovski. I had just read a great book, 

How to Open a Chess Game from RHM Press with contri-

butions from seven IGMs. I prepared a line based on a 

recommendation from IGM Hort. Armed with this 

knowledge and playing on an elevated stage along with 

the other top board games, I began the game. 

 

Tassinari,Ed (1931) - Gonzalez,Juan (2251) [A45] 

Florida State Chess Championship Miami (6), 01.09.1975 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.Bg5 Ne4 3.Bf4 d5 4.f3 Nf6 5.e4 e6 Hort gives 

5...dxe4 6.Nc3 Bf5 7.fxe4 Nxe4 8.Qf3 with good play for 
White. But the doctor played more solidly. 

 
6.Nc3 Bb4 7.e5 Nfd7 8.a3 Bxc3+ 9.bxc3 c5 10.c4?  

XABCDEFGHY  
8rsnlwqk+ - tr(  
7zpp+n+pzpp'  
6- + - +p+ - +&  
5+ - zppzP - + - % 
4- +PzP - vL- +$  
3zP- + - +P+ - #  
2- +P+ - +PzP"  
1tR- +QmKLsNR!  
xabcdefghy  

This lemon simply loses a pawn. I had intended 10.Bb5, 
but crossed it out on my score pad. You could write out a 

move before playing it in those days. After 10...Qa5 Black 
is better, but material is equal. It took me 27 minutes thus 

far. The doctor had used up about ten minutes. 

 

10...cxd4 11.Nh3  If 11.Qxd4 Nc6 12.Qe3 dxc4 wins a pawn. 

 

11...Nc6 12.cxd5 Qa5+ 13.Qd2 Qxd5  Let's face it, I'm bust-

ed. The idea was not bad, but I've completely misplayed it. 

Thus far a great example of the difference between an A-

player and a player of IM strength. Black can win a second 
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pawn hereabouts, but chose not to do so. At this stage I 

was just trying to survive until move 25, but for some rea-

son the doctor plays superficially and gives me chances to 

survive. 

 
14.Bd3 Nc5 15.Bb5 0ï0 16.Bxc6 bxc6 17.0ï0 f6 18.Rfe1 f5 
19.Rad1  

XABCDEFGHY  
8r+l+ - trk+(  
7zp- + - + - zpp'  
6- +p+p+ - +&  
5+ - snqzPp+ - % 
4- + - zp- vL- +$  
3zP- + - +P+N#  
2- +PwQ - +PzP"  
1+ - +RtR - mK- !  
xabcdefghy  

Grabbing a tactical chance thanks due to the d-file lineup. 

 

19...Rd8 20.Be3 dxe3 If 20...d3 21.Nf2 Ba6 22.Bxc5 Qxc5 
23.cxd3 Rd4 is winning. 

 

21.Qe2 Ba6 22.Rxd5 Bxe2 23.Rxc5 Rd2 24.Rxc6 If 24.Nf4 
Rad8 wins. 

 

24...Rad8 25.Rd6 (otherwise 24. ...Rd1 wins for Black.) 

 
25...R8xd6 26.exd6 Rxd6 27.Nf4 Bc4 28.Rxe3  

XABCDEFGHY  
8- + - + - +k+(  
7zp- + - + - zpp'  
6- + - trp+ - +&  
5+ - + - +p+ - % 
4- +l+ - sN- +$  
3zP- + - tRP+ - # 
2- +P+ - +PzP"  
1+ - + - + - mK- !  
xabcdefghy  

White has finally repaired the pawn deficit, but Black still 

has the upper hand. I had about 18 minutes to make 13 

moves, while Dr. Gonzalez had about a half hour more. He 

generally played fairly rapidly. He soon wins back the 

pawn. 

 

28...g5 29.Nd3 29.Nxe6 Rd1+ 30.Kf2 f4 31.Nxf4 gxf4 wins. 

 
29...Kg7 30.Kf2 Kf6 31.Ke2 Ra6 32.Kd2 Rxa3 33.Nc5 Rxe3 

34.Kxe3 e5? 34...h5 appears better aiming at a passed 
pawn on the kingside. Dr. Gonzalez tries to force matters 

with his QRP and my Cheapo Potential materializes! 

 
35.Nd7+ Ke6 36.Nf8+ Kd5 37.Nxh7 a5 38.Nxg5 a4 39.Kd2 
Bf1 40.g3  

XABCDEFGHY  
8- + - + - + - +(  
7+ - + - + - + - '  
6- + - + - + - +&  
5+ - +kzppsN - % 
4p+ - + - + - +$  
3+ - + - +PzP - # 
2- +PmK - + - zP"  
1+ - + - +l+ - !  
xabcdefghy  

Making the time control with four minutes on the clock. He 

had 45 minutes left. 

 

40...Kc4 41.h4 Now it becomes a race between the two 

rook pawns, but both can be stopped. 

 
41...a3 42.Kc1 Kc3 43.Kb1 Bc4 44.h5 a2+ 45.Ka1 Kxc2 
46.h6 Bg8 47.h7  

XABCDEFGHY  
8- + - + - +l+(  
7+ - + - + - +P'  
6- + - + - + - +&  
5+ - + - zppsN - % 
4- + - + - + - +$  
3+ - + - +PzP - # 
2p+k+ - + - +"  
1mK- + - + - + - !  
xabcdefghy  

47.g4 also leads to a draw. 

 
47...Bxh7 48.Nxh7 e4 49.fxe4 fxe4 50.Ng5 e3 51.Nf3 Kd3 
52.g4 Ke4 53.Ne1 Kf4 
 

İïİ 

 

Somehow, I salvaged a draw from a clearly lost position. 

When the prize money was handed out (six players tied for 

4th with 4.5 points, each received $33.33), Dr. Gonzalez, 

when given his check and seeing the amount, crumpled it 

up and threw it away. I was later told that the number 

"3333" stood for an element of Cuban dictator, Fulgencio 

Batista's, secret police. For me, the draw pushed me over 

2000 and into the expert category, after seven years of 

trying. 

 

If you can overthink the worst why 

canôt  you overthink the best? 
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The Road (Almost) Not Taken 

by Frank Elley 

 

Originally published on March 14, 2025 at FrankElley.com, reproduced here with the authorôs permission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Career Serendipity 
 
I almost missed that fork in the road, which led East to the U.S. Chess Federation and a completely different life 

 

Iôve shared how I was convinced to take a leap that propelled my professional and personal lives down an unexpected 

path. But I should also relate how I landed myself in that conundrum in the first place. How in the world, sitting at a desk 

in my hometown of Springfield, Missouri, did I get an offer to travel to New Windsor, New York, for a job at, of all places, 

the U.S. Chess Federation? 

 

And is there also a lesson in this story? A small one, I think. 

 

But First: Life Leading Up to the Big Event 
 

Through the magic of Encyclopedia Britannica, Iôd taught myself how to play chess around age 13. I was nearly 17 when 

Bobby Fischer became a U.S. sensation in the summer of 1972, aiming to unseat the reigning world champion, Soviet 

grandmaster Boris Spassky. This extreme introvert took a deep breath and showed up at the first meeting of the Spring-

field Chess Club. I played there through high school and college, and joined the college club too. For a time, I even got 

involved in the state chess organization. 

https://frankelley.com/career-serendipity/the-road-almost-not-taken/
https://frankelley.com/category/career-serendipity/
https://frankelley.com/career-serendipity/the-best-career-advice-i-ever-got/
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Part of my early ñchess careerò involved producing this newsletter for local 

Springfield-area chess clubs. They provided me entrance into the most 

niche of niche organizations: The Chess Journalists of America. 

 

 

 

Most important, as I mention in Ever the Nerd, I produced 

four issues of the Queen City Chess Bulletin (Springfield 

being the ñQueen City of the Ozarksò). That distinction 

qualified me to join, for the shocking price of $3 per year, 

the Chess Journalists of America. Main benefit: The Chess 

Journalist, their quarterly newsletter. 

 

Fast forward: Summer of 1979 arrives. Iôve graduated from 

college and, after a short stint at the Bass Pro Shops HQ, 

Iôm a copyeditor at the Springfield Daily News. A few years 

earlier Iôd realized being a chess master wasnôt in my DNA, 

but I still attended the city chess club and was considering 

ideas for creating another chess newsletter as a pastime. 

 

And Then It Happened 
 

The Summer 1979 edition of the The Chess Journal-

ist arrived. 

 

It was a juicy one: 36 pages of complaint and outrage 

about the state of both chess journalism and U.S. chess in 

general. I plowed through it all and was probably exhaust-

ed as I came to the end. So perhaps it was even luck that I 

found myself peering at an obvious last-minute notice 

shoehorned in on the bottom of the last page: ñChess Life 

& Review Will Seek New Managing Editor.ò See the illus-

tration for the actual artifact. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Chess Journalist newsletter, Summer 1979, purloined from the Chess 

Journalists of America website archive. Last page, last story. My life would 

have been far different had I missed it! 

The fateful announcement, just seven sentences. (Manipulated here for 

readability.) Click to open and read in a separate tab. 

 

At the very moment this news arrived, Iôd been sitting at my 

desk in my apartment (one much more modest than the AI-

generated concoction up top), mulling ideas about starting 

a chess newsletter. Was The Universe sending me a mes-

sage? 

https://frankelley.com/career-serendipity/ever-the-nerd/
https://frankelley.com/career-serendipity/how-i-was-lured-to-bass-pro/
https://chessjournalism.org/
https://chessjournalism.org/


25 

But hold that thought. The previous 35 pages seemed to 

militate against the idea of a career in chess being a sane 

choice. During the ñFischer Boomò of 1972, USCF mem-

bership mushroomed; cash flowed in. But Bobby failed to 

show for the next championship in 1975, and so by 1979 

the ñFischer Boomò had become the ñFischer Bust.ò The 

USCF, with vastly diminished revenue and facing daunting 

debts on the horizon, was imploding. The executive direc-

tor and several staffers had been replaced or laid off. In-

fighting for board of directors positions was vicious. So it 

was not shocking that magazine staff would be bailing too. 

 

Still, I gave it some thought. I was about 50% qualified. 

Despite the announcement saying chess knowledge was 

optional, I figured theyôd be deluged with resumes from 

master-level players far above my middling skills. A hard 

requirement was professional experience with a monthly 

magazine. My short tenure on the college student newspa-

per and now the city newspaper é could I talk a good 

game there? 

 

Probably a waste of time, I decided. But é it would be fun 

to try, and I had time to waste. I crafted a resume, wrote a 

compelling cover letter, and stuffed the envelope with a 

sample of the Queen City Chess Bulletin. Whatôs the worst 

that could happen? It disappears into the darkness of a 

disintegrating chess org. Or at least hopefully I get a polite 

note detailing my shortcomings. 

 

Another milestone in the summer of 1979: The movie 

ñAlienò had been out a few weeks. Iôd read it had a shocker 

scene so, being a science-fiction nerd, I wanted to see it 

before I encountered a spoiler. My shift at the newspaper 

usually ended between midnight and 1 a.m., so I took in a 

late-night viewing. Intense! I didnôt exactly have night-

mares, but it took me a while to get to sleep, probably 4 

a.m. or so. 

 

So, What Happens That Morning? 
 

The phone rings. Early. 

 

Itôs Gerry Dullea, the new executive director of the Chess 

Federation. He wants to talk about the managing editorôs 

job. Sure, no problem. 

 

I donôt remember a single word ï not any of his questions, 

not any of my answers. He said he was off to the Federa-

tionôs annual meeting in Chicago in a few days, so it would 

be a while before he could get back to me. He seemed 

polite but not obviously impressed, so I figured that might 

be the last Iôd hear from him. 

 

A week or so later, early August, he calls again. Heôd 

caught up with some Missouri Chess Federation folks in 

Chicago. Apparently, they had said not-discouraging 

things about me. (I never did learn who the culprits were.) I 

was incredulous. He was offering me a job. Weôd talked 

probably less than an hour altogether. No interview with 

anyone else, not even the editor, Burt Hochberg (I learned 

when I arrived that he was leaving too). No offer to come 

out to see the office and meet the other staffers. The mon-

ey? Hardly more than the paycheck-to-paycheck amount I 

was making. And New York would be more expensive I 

reckoned. 

 

Cut to the chase: Early September found me driving East, 

headed for a new job and a new life in New Windsor, New 

York. 

 

By the way, today the rebranded U.S. Chess is a thriving, 

professionally run organization, completely unlike the or-

ganization I joined forty-plus years ago. Now headquar-

tered in St. Louis, membership had been growing steadily 

for years before the Pandemic gave it an even bigger 

boost. The internet is chock full of websites, influencers, 

and affable chess professionals available to help you learn 

more. 

 

Despite those initial trepidations, my time in New York left 

me with nothing but good memories. I learned a lot about 

writing, editing, getting along with people outside my past 

Midwestern experience, and what constitutes a great Reu-

ben sandwich. I made many good friends. At the risk of 

sounding a bit high-minded, I canôt help but recall these 

closing lines from the poem whose title Iôve appropriated: 

 

I shall be telling this with a sigh 

Somewhere ages and ages hence: 

Two roads diverged in a wood, and Ið 

I took the one less traveled by, 

And that has made all the difference. 
Robert Frost, ñThe Road Not Takenò 

 

Any Directly Applicable Lesson Here? 
 

Iôll try to be honest: not so much. Well, maybe a little. 

 

Job hunting today is fundamentally different from my expe-

rience throughout the bulk of my career. Todayôs job seek-

ers may submit hundreds of applications electronically in 

hopes theyôll beat the algorithm and make it through to a 

handful of candidates who get one phone call and are then 

ghosted. I was fortunate to have spent a big chunk of my 

professional career during a time when humans sized you 

up not just on the keywords in your resume but by applying 

a sixth sense as they talked with you directly: not just your 

experience but your demeanor. 

 

 

******************Continued on Page 27*********************** 
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A Game of Healing 

 

by Patricio Robayo 

When Lance Wilson sat awake at three in the morning, he 

wasnôt planning to write a book. He had spent decades 

writing for the federal courtsðformal memos and reports. 

But that night was different. 

Out of the darkness, a story appeared in his mind all at 

once. 

ñI saw the whole book flash before my eyes,ò Wilson said. 

ñIt was such a strange experience. I just started typing and 

never looked back.ò 

That story became A Wizardôs Guide to Family Recovery, 

a novel that mixes fantasy, humor, and real-life pain. Itôs 

about addiction, healing, and the power of letting go. 

 

Chess as Refuge 

Wilson first found peace in an unexpected place: a chess-

board. 

He was in eighth grade when his father, who struggled 

with alcoholism, took his own life during the holidays. 

ñChess became a lifeline for me,ò he said. ñIt gave me 

something steady when everything else was falling apart.ò 

He joined the school chess club, became president, and 

found purpose through the game. Teachers drove him to 

tournaments miles away. 

ñIt surrounded me with positive role models,ò he said. ñIt 

gave me a sense of identity and belonging.ò 

Writing Through Loss 

Years later, after a long career in the federal courts, Wil-

son faced another lossðhis son went missing while bat-

tling psychosis and addiction. 

ñIt was one of the darkest times of our lives,ò he said. 

Thatôs when A Wizardôs Guide to Family Recovery came to 

him. The story follows a wizard in the form of a chess 

queen, an insecure pawn, and two men attending group 

meetings ï all searching for healing. 

ñI never planned to write fiction,ò he said. ñBut once I start-

ed, I couldnôt stop. It helped me through that time.ò 

The Pawnôs Lesson 

One of the bookôs most memorable characters is QP, a 

pawn who doubts her own worth. 

ñQP represents someone struggling with codependency,ò 

Wilson said. ñThatôs something Iôve lived with most of my 

life.ò 

ñWhen we assign point values to chess pieces, we limit 

what we think they can do,ò he said. ñQP learns sheôs 

worth more than she believes.ò 

Recovery Together 

Wilson discovered that addiction affects the whole family. 

ñWhen our son first had challenges, his counselor suggest-

ed we go to meetings,ò he said. ñAt first, I thought, óWhy? 

Iôm not the one using drugs.ô But I learned itôs a family ill-

ness.ò 


