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Join the CJA! 

The Chess Journalists of America seeks to encourage chess 
journalists, writers, editors, and publishers to exchange infor-
mation and ideas for their mutual benefit, to promote the highest 
standards of ethics in chess journalism, to represent United 
States chess journalists in appropriate national and international 
bodies, and to influence policies affecting the promotion of 
chess. 
 

Join or renew by sending dues to the CJA Secretary:  
 

Mark Capron 
3123 Juniper Drive 
Iowa City, IA 52245 
 

Or join via website: www.chessjournalism.org 
 

Membership Dues: 
Regularð$10 for 1 year 
Membership Plusð$15 includes one entry into awards 
(only available May 1 until the awards submission dead-
line, usually MidðJune) 
Outside the USð$15 for 1 year 
 
 
Hello From the Editor 

 

Congratulations to all the entrants and winners of the CJA Annu-

al Awards. CJA President Joshua Anderson gives us the winners 

and the inside scoop from the 2024-2025 CJA Awards season. 

 

I thought last issue was the largest we would ever produce. Well 

here comes this issue at 72 pages, even longer than last issue. 

Thanks to everyone for sending in material. This makes the mag-

azine all the better. 

 

Unfortunately we recently lost a couple more chess stars, GM 

Daniel Naroditsky and GM Mihai ἧuba. We have a short remem-

brance for GM Naroditsky in this issue, but GM ἧuba will have to 

be in the next issue, as it was announced too late for this issue. 

 

World renowned chess book collector, Andy Ansel, sends in a 

review of the Elk & Ruby book Masterpieces and Drama of the 

Soviet Championships, Volume I (1920-37) by Sergey Voronkov. 

Our proofreader extraordinaire, Rex Gray, also reviewed two Elk 

& Ruby books 1500 Forced Mates and Mate Threats and De-

fense  both by Jakov Geller. Lastly, NM Randy Bauer reviewed 

the Elk & Ruby book Play the Mackenzie, A Sharp White Attack 

in the Ruy Lopez by FM David Gertler. Elk & Ruby are very ac-

tive on the publishing front so, the list will continue to grow. Also 

if you havenôt seen it yet, check out Elk & Rubyôs newly re-

vamped website. 

 

The reviews continue. I reviewed three books: a famous book 

recently translated into English, The Pawn by Paco Cerd§; 

Robert Johnsonôs newest book The Golden Age of Chess 1851-

1886;  and McFarlandôs book William N. Potter and John Wisker 

Victorian Chess Masters by Fabrizio Zavatarelli and Hans 

Renette. 

 

Our niche in the book review department is alive and well! We 

have a list of books to review for the next issue. I am really excit-

ed about finishing this issue so I can really get into some of these 

new books. They look great! 

 

Armchair chess historian, Dennis Wasson, returns with two arti-

cles. One with interesting leads found in The Pawn (magazine 

published in the early 1900s) and a report on a historical tourna-

ment that was only self-published at the time (approximately 30 

copies). It seems as if it was pretty rare. I did not find any of the 

games in my ChessBase databases, but Andy Ansel did have 

the original publication and, therefore, the games in his massive 

database. 

 

Thanks to Awani Kumar who had sent in two, knightôs tours for 

last issue, but I had to postpone one of them till this issue. We 

can learn about the Zebra in this installment. 

 

We have three interviews in this issue. First we feature back to 
back CJA Chess Journalist of the Year JJ Lang. Next the Library 
Focus is back and we feature book collector/scuba diver Lance 
Bark. Lastly, we have a guest interviewer standing in for Rachel 
Schechter in the Queensô Corner. Samika Nettem interviews 
Kyla Zhao with a little help from her friends CJA President Josh-
ua Anderson and Computer Wizkid Charan Perumalla. 
 
We made a new friend, Chris Martinez G. Chris brings us the first 
installment of a new column, Reflections. I think you will really 
enjoy what he has to offer. 

 
Robert Irons is back with the first 
of a three part series on the 1984  
Midwest Masters tournament. He 
covers an introduction and the 
first two rounds of the event in 
this issue. 
 
We continue with the series on 
the Pierce Gambit by Michael 
Agermose Jensen (first install-
ment was in issue 161) with 
From Vienna to Manila. Note you 
can find the answers to the Exer-
cises from Part one in this issue. 
 
The Snarky Dictionary of Chess 
By Bob Basalla is a humorous 
piece. Made me laugh out loud a 
few times. 

 
By now most of you know that super GM Hikaru Nakamura has 
been traveling around the US and Canada and ñrandomlyò play-
ing in FIDE rated tournaments. We were lucky and he came to 
one of our tournaments in Iowa. There is a short report with a 
few pictures inside.  
 
Thanks to Rex Gray, Diane Dahl, Gio Espinosa, Joshua Ander-
son, Jon Edwards, and Rachel Schechter for their excellent 
proofreading and suggestions.  
 
Please consider sending in an article or idea for an upcoming 
issue. More authors are always welcome and make the issues 
better!! Deadline for next issue is January 5.  
 
Please send your comments, suggestions, or even better, send 
me a story or idea for the next issue:  
  
mcapron243@mchsi.com 
 
ðMark Capron 
 
 

 
"Dedicated to the future, with honor to the past." 

ð Neil Peart 

https://chessjournalism.org/
https://elkandruby.com/
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In Memoriam: Daniel Narodistky (1995ï2025) 

by Mark Capron with input from Dan Lucas and Adam Porth 

On October 19 the chess world lost one of its nicest and friendli-

est grandmasters. Daniel, or Danya as he was affectionately 

called, was known as a world class blitz player, author, and end-

game specialist. In recent years, Daniel was a content creator, 

streamer, coach, and first-rate commentator. 

 

Daniel was born in San Mateo, California. He learned the game 

at six years old. He won the Under-12 section of the World Youth 

Chess Championship in 2007. Danya won the under-20 US Jun-

ior Championship in 2013 and earned the grandmaster title at 

age 18. He played in five US Championships. In 2024, he tied for 

first in the Swiss stage of the World Blitz Chess Championship 

and won the US National Blitz Championship in 2025 with a per-

fect 14/14. 

 

Daniel authored two books: Mastering Positional Chess and Mas-

tering Complex Endgames.  The first he wrote when he was only 

14 years old! Daniel also wrote columns for Chess Life and The 

New York Times. He served as Grandmaster-in-Residence at the 

Charlotte Chess Center since 2020.  Danya had many followers 

on YouTube and Twitch where he did content creation and 

streaming. Danya had almost a million followers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From November 2021ðFebruary 2025 he worked with 

Chess.com. A career highlight was his commentary during the 

2021 World Championship match between Magnus Carlson and 

Ian Nepomniachtchi. 

 

As the outpourings of thousands have stated Danya had a gentle 

soul. Danielôs mother, Elena Naroditsky, described her son as ña 

brilliant, loving, and deeply sensitive soulò who had been torment-

ed by accusations of cheating in online chess games. 

 

ñFor Daniel, there was nothing more important than his dignity 

and his name as a chess player,ò she said. ñHe worked his whole 

life for it ð and then one person kept saying he was a cheater.ò 

 

There has been much written on the internet surrounding the 

accusations and the accuser. We will not get into this here as we 

would prefer to simply celebrate Danyaôs amazing life. 

 

The picture below is from Dan Lucas. ñJust last year when I (Dan 

Lucas) was visiting Boston and I randomly ran into him playing 

blitz at Harvard. He was his usual friendly self and happy to see 

me.ò Picture used with permission from Dan Lucas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Adam Porth: 

GM Daniel Naroditsky played in the 4-day section at the 

2025 US Open and reminded me of a player in Idaho called 

the ñgentleman of chess.ò He was cordial, quiet, and re-

spectful of chess etiquette before, during and after his 

games. As round one was about to begin, Daniel ap-

proached me with one of his friends and politely asked if 

there were pencils or pens available. ñOf course,ò I replied. I 

quickly pulled out two pens and offered them up. Daniel 

said thank you and turned to his buddy and said, ñSee, itôs 

good to be a grandmaster!ò I laughed and also handed 

them a clock. In addition to the clock, he returned the pens 

after the round to my surprise. 

 

Round 6 produced many anxious players as the starting 

times were wrongly reported on flyers. Despite this, most 

players showed up on-time. In Danielôs case, he was paired 

against FM Julio Morella and was one of the top boards, 

but Julio was missing! I explained that Julio struggled with 

English and might not have understood our announce-

ments. Daniel quietly nodded as many games were under-

way and walked the isles introspectively for nearly an hour 

observing games. Julio arrived, dripping with sweat and 

anxiety upon seeing the round underway. Oof! I nervously 

introduced them and Daniel explained to me that he would 

split the remaining time with Julio if we were okay with this 

compromise. Julio (and I) enthusiastically accepted and 

they amenably shook hands, I set the clock, and the match 

began. Daniel Naroditsky embraces the spirit of fairness 

and respect for his opponents, not often observed at this 

level of play. 

 

Just another anecdote on how Daniel was a gentle soul and very 

respectful to others.  

Continued on page 57 

 



The Chess Journalist #163 5 

 

2024-25 Chess Journalists of America Award Winners and Final Report 
 

By Joshua Anderson 

Eighty-four. If memory serves, and more and more it does not, that 

was the number of entries we had my second year. Apparently, no 

one saw me hanging on and they figured why bother. This year, my 

13th, we had almost that many pictures. This is just one of a multi-

tude of changes that came to the forefront this year. This report, as 

the final wrap up, addresses everything that was done for the awards 

this year. 

 

As always, the award discussion starts with choosing the categories. 

I still remember talking with Al Lawrence, the very first year, and yes, 

I thought it was just so cool to talk to the former executive director of 

U.S. Chess. These days it is a lot of email and a bigger group, but 

the awards belong to the organization, and everyone should always 

feel welcome to make suggestions. Often there is not that much dis-

cussion, but this year I got rid of Best Magazine, a category I never 

liked, and so there was a little more commentary. 

 

For those of you who donôt know the back story, I had a damaged 

heart from a viral infection and so one year I did not run the event. 

Instead, a woman named Jennifer Vallens took over. She brought a 

few women judges, very talented women on the whole, and she add-

ed a couple of categories of which Best Magazine was one of them.  

 

Quite honestly, that first year I was just happy my injection fraction 

was improving from 20% (60% is good). After that, I inherited the 

position back and I decided to let it play out for a few years. The 

problems that I had with it werenôt changing and then things got 

worse when the two groups entering wanted to send hard copies, 

something that most of the judges do not want. 

 

The problems with the category are substantial and varied. It isnôt so 

much that judges are forced to compare apples with apples, but more 

apples with oranges. They are certainly both fruit, but hardly the 

same. First, Chess Life has to be responsive to the 100,000 mem-

bers of US Chess, American Chess Magazine has to not lose money, 

or at least not lose too much money. Chess Life has to cover and 

avoid covering certain issues, American Chess Magazine can cover 

whatever it wants. Much of the target audience for Chess Life is not 

the membership of the Chess Journalists of America (CJA), not that 

CJA members don't understand this and we do vary our judges, but 

judges who are serious readers of chess magazines and know what 

it means to make a magazine are not the usual 1400 or so rated 

players which are supposed to be the Chess Life audience. Also, in 

three weeks it is difficult to find a bunch of judges who can seriously 

examine the two magazines. Again, not impossible, but difficult. All of 

this leads us to conclude that the magazine category wasnôt a cate-

gory that allowed a fair judging of the two publications.  

 

It is fine to disagree with me, people do it all the time, just ask my 

wife. If you disagree with me so much that you would like to do this 

job, feel free to reach out to me. 

 

We ended up with a couple of problems this year and I will explain 

them and then explain the process to fix them. 

 

Score area 

 

The scoring site was used for the first time last year. It was found to 

have a couple of significant flaws. It was very difficult to fix entries 

when some sort of mistake was in them, even if it was just a typo. On 

top of this, it was impossible to switch judges. This is a problem as 

most years there is a judge or two who disappears and becomes non

-responsive and there are many times where judges accept a catego-

ry then realize there is a conflict of interest, or their schedule is such 

that they canôt judge some random category.  

 

This needed to be fixed for this year. Unfortunately, technical difficul-

ties led to it taking quite a bit of time. It has now been fixed, and we 

will be doing a test run of the scoring site sometime this winter. Prob-

ably in the next issue there will be a call for anyone who wants to 

help with the testing. 

 

Outreach to states 

 

States magazines, photos, websites, etc., are an interesting lot, be-

cause sometimes they are quite good, but who and when and how 

they change are often quite unknown. In any given year things can 

change substantially. Unfortunately, with all going on, I am lousy at 

reaching out to each state and asking about changing leadership or 

changes in editing/publications. Thus, we have taken the position of 

Secretary and slightly tweaked it to include a state liaison compo-

nent, so that the position will reach out each spring to the states to 

help build up state involvement in the awards. 

 

On to the awards themselves: 

 

Top 3 

 

The top 3 were surprisingly light this year, with no category having 

more than 4 entries. 

 

Chess Journalist of The Year 

 

JJ Lang narrowly edged out Jon Jacobs, 

who earned an Honorable Mention, and did 

most of his publishing work on Facebook. 

Unfortunately, the Facebook format didnôt 

help present Jacobsô work in the best way 

according to several judges. They did com-

ment on how impressed they were with the 

content, but wished it would have been 

published in a different way. None the less, 

it wasnôt enough to overcome the sheer 

volume and depth found in Langôs work. 

See the interview with JJ later in the issue. 

 

Best Story of The Year 

 

In a year with few major stories, Mark Taylorôs well written piece re-

membering William Alexander Scott III easily won the award. It was 

featured in the March 2025 Chess Life. 

 

Best Column 

 

At times there are eight or nine entries in this category. This year 

there were just four entries, and three of the authors were previous 

winners. This year, US Chessôs Andy Soltis won the category, edging 

out American Chess Magazine (ACM)ôs Alex Fishbein, who won an 

honorable mention. 

 

 

 

https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Taylor-William-Scott-III-March-2025-24fb2462616add3166b2cf5de80488f8.pdf
https://new.uschess.org/category/chess-life-magazine
https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Soltis-April-2025-Oct-2024-columns-7ef7b5ff685db2e360fbbdf8630d1a81.pdf
https://acmchess.com/
https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/ACM_040_Column-1st-example-Alex-Fishbein-4-Key-Positions-to-Lear-818ace5f0ecb25356599a84ad477a967.pdf
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Books 

  

Though we increasingly have problems with the mail service, we still 

get a good number of books. One thing we are considering is to start 

the books a bit earlier. More time for the judges in this category isnôt 

the end of the world and it would give the postal service a little more 

time as well. 

 

Best Book of The Year Overall 

 

Here we had an exceptionally tight race with Sergey 

Voronkovôs Alexander Alekhine: The Russian Sphinx: 

Volume I (1892 - 1921) just edging out The Real Paul 

Morphy by Charles Hertan, which won an Honorable 

Mention. 

 

 

 

Best Book - Instructional 

 

As is common, this category had just a small percent-

age of the overall entries. Here Pete Tamburroôs Open-

ings for Amateurs - Theory vs Practice was the clear 

winner. 

 

 

Best Book ï Self-Published 

 

Kent Nelson takes this category with 

his book Howard Ohman Nebraska 

Champion Chess Editor Omaha 

World-Herald Chess Columns 1917-

1926. There was a bit of controversy 

here in that there was an error in the 

copyright date for the book as it said 

2022 and not 2024. After discussing 

with the author, it was confirmed it 

came out in 2024 not 2022. 

 

Best Book - Other 

 

Voronkovôs work won again in this category, this time more easily 

outdistancing Hertanôs work as well as Taylor Kingstonôs Chess in 

the Third Reich, which both tied for second place in the category. 

 

Visual Arts 

 

These categories have mostly exploded in recent years - especially 

chess photo, art, and magazine cover. 

 

Best Single Chess Photo 

 

Twenty-one! That is the number of entries in this category and only 

one of them scored more than nine points. That was David Lladaôs 

ñReflectionsò from Chess Life.  

 

Best Cartoon 

 

This is one of those categories that hasnôt grown as much in the visu-

al arts categories. This year, as with many years, there were just two. 

Chess Life Kids usually enters a comic strip and did so again this 

year. It covered the ñChess Adventures with Gukesh Dommarajuò 

and won the category. 

 

Best Art 

 

US Chessôs art for Super Nationals won the award for Best Art. 

Best Photojournalism Article 

 

US Chessôs ñMiddle School Mayhem!ò won this category with a host 

of photos from the event. 

 

Best Single Chess Magazine Cover 

 

This category had a surprise winner with a Florida Chess entry for 

Spring, 2024 (chess pieces on the beach) edging out ACMôs Issue 

#39 (Gukesh with tiger and elephant). The winning cover stated May 

2024, but upon investigation it did not get sent out until June of 2024, 

which made it eligible. 

 

Print Articles 

 

Fifty years ago, everything was print. Even five or so years ago this 

category would have the most entries, but this year it had less than 

50 entries. 

 

Best Historical Article 

 

It is no surprise after Mark Taylor won Best Story of the Year, that his 

piece on William Alexander Scott III would also win Best Historical 

Article. 

 

Best Feature Article 

 

Prithu Guptaôs piece on Gukesh winning the Candidates Tournament 

in Toronto clearly won this category. 

 

Best Single Article of Local Interest 

 

Northwest Chessôs article on the Oregon Open, won the award over 

Caleb Brownôs article about Luis Salinas winning a career achieve-

ment award and Lenoir City Chess receiving a travel grant to attend 

Nationals. 

 

Best Analysis 

 

John Burkeôs analysis in the 2024 Candidates Match in Tough Fight 

and Missed Chances, won the award. Robert Shlyakhtenko, who 

also has done well in a few of these events, earned an Honorable 

Mention for his analysis work on Studying a Tabiya. 

 

Best Review 

 

The annual Carsten Hansen multiple review approach versus John 

Watson one or two book approach ended with Hansen eking out a 

win and Watson earning an Honorable Mention.  

 

Best Tournament Report National/Intl 

 

Female tournaments ruled the day in this category. Zoey Tangôs arti-

cle on Alice Lee winning her 2nd consecutive US Junior Girlsô Cham-

pionship just edged out Carissa Yipôs story about her winning the U. 

S. Womenôs Championship, which received an Honorable Mention. 

 

Best Personal Narrative 

 

Grayson Rorrerôs narrative about getting a GM norm won here with a 

perfect score. 

 

Best Interview 

 

This category is usually a dog fight, but was won easily by Jon Ja-

cobs for his interview with Bill Goichberg. 

  

https://elkandruby.com/books/alexander-alekhine-the-russian-sphinx-volume-i-1892-1921-pb/
https://elkandruby.com/books/alexander-alekhine-the-russian-sphinx-volume-i-1892-1921-pb/
https://a.co/d/ak5m7L4
https://a.co/d/ak5m7L4
https://mongoosepress.com/product/openings-for-amateurs-theory-vs-practice/
https://mongoosepress.com/product/openings-for-amateurs-theory-vs-practice/
mailto:kentnelson@prodigy.net
mailto:kentnelson@prodigy.net
mailto:kentnelson@prodigy.net
mailto:kentnelson@prodigy.net
https://mcfarlandbooks.com/product/chess-in-the-third-reich/
https://mcfarlandbooks.com/product/chess-in-the-third-reich/
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https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Watson-Ntirlis-review-0b116bd563c364f1c1d7f2dfce4a0b90.pdf
https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Watson-Ntirlis-review-0b116bd563c364f1c1d7f2dfce4a0b90.pdf
https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/ACM_041_Tournament-Report-National-Zoey-Tang-Back-to-Back-Titles-7028253ca7e67ff511a5e1c6fc16d905.pdf
https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/ACM_041_Tournament-Report-National-Zoey-Tang-Back-to-Back-Titles-7028253ca7e67ff511a5e1c6fc16d905.pdf
https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Yip-US-Womens-Ch-CL-Feb-2025-0e88daf9d2041c1fe683ebdd01e350cb.pdf
https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Yip-US-Womens-Ch-CL-Feb-2025-0e88daf9d2041c1fe683ebdd01e350cb.pdf
https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/ACM_042_Personal-Narrative-Grayson-Rorrer-What-a-Difference-a-Ye-ea350834d1e9041620dbed9f26157bde.pdf
https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/ACM-Dec-2024-Cover-story-Goichberg-interview-as-printed-and-scan-399732c6ceb3e3b57c78b27b1d700b12.pdf
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Best Tournament Report State/Local 

 

Davis Zongôs report on the USATE, probably the largest local event 

in the world, easily won the day. With there being four of these 

USATôs, this really is a regional event, just a really big one. 

 

Best Instructive Lesson 

 

Two of the four articles were clearly favored with Abrahamyan receiv-

ing 21 points and winning the category. She just edged out 

Fishbein's article on Four Key Positions which received an honorable 

mention.   

 

Online & Social Media 

 

As has become the custom, most of our entries are from this catego-

ry. 

 

Best Humorous Contribution 

 

7 Humorous Predictions For Chess In 2025 - Chess.com by Ray 

Linville won this category. The one about Magnus Carlsenôs child, not 

correct, but not as far off as you might expect. 

 

Best Feature Article 

 

Davis Zongôs report on the FIDE World Corporate Chess Champion-

ships won this category, beating out seven other features. 

 

Best Interview 

 

World Chess Hall of Fameôs Interview of Susan Polgar by Yasser 

Seirawan won this category with four top scores from the five judges. 

 

Best Overall Website ï Small Organization (Groups of Less 

Than 500) 

 

Arjun Kocharôs website www.32pieces.com scored 4 out of 5 firsts. 

 

Best Blog 

  

Ray Linvilleôs blog Learning with Each Game just edged out Nick 

Vasquezôs blog Chess in Small Doses, which won Honorable Men-

tion. 

 

Best Non-Instructive Chess Video 

 

First Responders CHESS Enriches Lives and Relive the Magic of 

SuperNationals VIII 2025 tied for first place in this event. Both scored 

17 points. 

 

Best Tournament Report ï State/Local 

 

GM Brodsky Repeats as Charlotte Open Champion: Full Recap! - 

Chess.com just edged out a Saint Louis Chess Club video - The 

2024 Saint Louis Masters: A Retrospective | #STLMasters 

 

Best Single Podcast Episode 

 

This category often inspires a close competition and that was true 

again with One Move at a Time podcast hosted by Bryan Tillis inter-

viewing Susan Polgar winning. Earning an Honorable Mention was 

Beyond the Board with DeVaughn Croxton interviewing Laurel Aroni-

an, who often enters this event. 

 

 

 

Best Overall Chess Website 

 

The St. Louis Chess Club won this category besting World Chess 

Hall of Fame and two other entries.  

 

Best Instruction Lesson 

 

Dan Heisman, who has won this category numerous times over the 

years, does so again with the YouTube video - 3 Ply for Checks, 

Captures, Threats.  

 

Best Documentary 

 

Alabama Chess Championship 2024: Stuart Rachels Returns by 

Cynara Inman and Tyler Dickerson won for Best Documentary with 

many 5-point scores.  

 

Best Tournament Report ï National/International 

 

JJ Langôs Ju Wenjun Wins FIDE World Blitz in Tiebreakers, Carlsen 

and Nepo Split Title edged out Max Luôs Festivities Galore at Ameri-

can Continental Championship as Two Americans Qualify for 2025 

World Cup! which received an Honorable Mention. 

 

Best Analysis 

 

Alex Ostrovskiyôs Norms Earned, Rating Thresholds Reached, and 

Gotham Dominance Highlight July NYC Norms Invitational won this 

category with three first place votes. 

 

Best Personal Narrative 

 

It is hard to imagine two more different articles tying for a category. 

Max Lu, who I believe is still a teenager, wrote about a singular event 

in Festivities Galore at American Continental Championship as Two 

Americans Qualify for 2025 World Cup!. Eugene Salomon, who just 

turned 97 (and I think is more than five times(!) older than Max), 

wrote about his 80 years in chess.  

 

Best Educational Lesson 

 

Dan Heisman, who has won this category before, wins again with 

Recognizing Common Chess Patterns. 

 

Best Tournament/Match Coverage (This May Be a Series of Vid-

eos) 

 

By far and away our closest category. The winner was Sabrina Foi-

sorôs article Womenôs World Championship: Match Point. The TWO 

Honorable Mentions were Charlotte Chess Center Hosts US Mas-

ters: Day One Recap! By David Norman for chess.com and Super-

Nationals VIII by Jack Aronian for US Chess. The final entry missed 

an Honorable Mention by a single point and was JJ Langôs Womenôs 

World Championship: Highlights From Opening Rounds.  

 

Best Online Review 

 

I do not win many of these awards, but always feel incredibly awk-

ward when I do. On the other hand I am always very happy when 

something from our magazine wins an award. Here, Mark Capronôs 

review of The Real Paul Morphy carried the day. 

 

Best Instagram Feed 

 

Unlike many of our ñtechieò social media awards, this was an ex-

tremely close contest, with the Saint Louis Chess Club edging out the 

Grand Chess Tour by a single point 20 -19. 

https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Zong-The-Winter-Hotspot-CL-May-2025-cd6428498bd41a77c2562dd593d81a76.pdf
https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Abrahamyan-Have-a-Good-Knight-CL-Sept-2024-55dd2595c18d9806888542f222d85995.pdf
https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/ACM_040_Instruction-Alex-Fishbein-4-Key-Positions-to-Learn-and-R-3c04113a769455c57e3d11141fd968ad.pdf
https://www.chess.com/blog/raync910/new-year-predictions-2025-chess
https://new.uschess.org/news/chess-transcends-borders-fide-world-corporate-chess-championships
https://new.uschess.org/news/chess-transcends-borders-fide-world-corporate-chess-championships
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHCJFtWkBpw
http://www.32pieces.com
https://www.chess.com/blog/raync910
https://nickvasquezmd.substack.com/p/simple-but-not-easy?r=1qxva5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8c6Qs2_q37g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSZGsm9Tkhg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSZGsm9Tkhg
https://www.chess.com/blog/charlottechesscenter/gm-brodsky-repeats-as-charlotte-open-champion-full-recap
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CjJB9o9Bvo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CjJB9o9Bvo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2MV7ZSKjfhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vuzXa5F4Fvc
https://saintlouischessclub.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26Fl3YTuskc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26Fl3YTuskc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJxtEkZXtDI
https://new.uschess.org/news/ju-wenjun-wins-fide-world-blitz-tiebreakers-carlsen-and-nepo-split-title
https://new.uschess.org/news/ju-wenjun-wins-fide-world-blitz-tiebreakers-carlsen-and-nepo-split-title
https://new.uschess.org/news/festivities-galore-american-continental-championship-two-americans-qualify-2025-world-cup
https://new.uschess.org/news/festivities-galore-american-continental-championship-two-americans-qualify-2025-world-cup
https://new.uschess.org/news/festivities-galore-american-continental-championship-two-americans-qualify-2025-world-cup
https://new.uschess.org/news/norms-earned-rating-thresholds-reached-and-gotham-dominance-highlight-july-nyc-norms
https://new.uschess.org/news/norms-earned-rating-thresholds-reached-and-gotham-dominance-highlight-july-nyc-norms
https://new.uschess.org/news/festivities-galore-american-continental-championship-two-americans-qualify-2025-world-cup
https://new.uschess.org/news/festivities-galore-american-continental-championship-two-americans-qualify-2025-world-cup
https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Four-Generations-and-80-Years-of-Chess-by-J.-Eugene-Salomon-TCJ-bac01a4130ef7b159fb1f88fbf704135.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1QRd3h51fZ0
https://new.uschess.org/news/womens-world-championship-match-point
https://www.chess.com/blog/charlottechesscenter/charlotte-chess-center-hosts-us-masters-day-one-recap
https://www.chess.com/blog/charlottechesscenter/charlotte-chess-center-hosts-us-masters-day-one-recap
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aCmUa1NFJ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aCmUa1NFJ8
https://new.uschess.org/news/womens-world-championship-highlights-opening-rounds
https://new.uschess.org/news/womens-world-championship-highlights-opening-rounds
https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/The-Real-Paul-Morphy-Review-The-Chess-Journalist-160-aa451077ee50760f459b78b9de79a0b7.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/stlchessclub/
https://www.instagram.com/grandchesstourofficial/
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Best Weekly Video Program 

 

St. Louis Chess Club was the only entrant and easily won the award. 

 

Best Podcast 

 

One Move at a Time, a podcast put out by US Chess and hosted by 

Bryan Tillis, won an Honorable Mention. 

 

Best Historical Article 

 

Bruce Hedman won the award with fives and threes for his piece on 

William F. Drueke Chess Sets, which can be read at William F. 

Drueke Chess Sets - Chess.com  

 

Best Twitter Feed 

 

Dan Heisman, a repeat winner in this field, won again this year. 

 

Junior (Under 21) 

 

Best Print Article By A Junior 

 

Max Luôs recap of his final scholastic event comfortably won this 

popular category with his article entitled One More Time. 

 

Best Personal Narrative by a Junior 

 

Luôs article also just edged Andy Woodwardôs Journey for his final 

GM, Achieving the Aim, which won Honorable Mention. 

 

Best Online Article by a Junior 

 

Lu also won this category, but for the article on Two Americans Qual-

ifying for the 2025 World Cup! 

 

Best Photo by a Junior 

 

Ella Guoôs photo of Magnus Carlsen playing and crowd watching won 

this category. 

 

Cramer 

 

As mentioned previously, the Cramer Awards were a little light this 

year, with numerous categories only having one or two entries. 

 

Best Overall State Website 

 

This category was won by the Texas Chess Association and Chess 

Maine also participated. 

 

Best State Magazine/Newsletter- Print 

 

The two magazines that entered were Northwest Chess, represent-

ing Washington, Idaho, and Oregon, and Rank and File representing 

Southern California. Northwest Chess, which is a monthly magazine, 

won the category. 

 

Best State Magazine/Newsletter- Online 

 

Oddly, this year there were less entries for this category, whereas 

usually there are more. Northwest Chess was the clear winner. 

 

Best State Championship Report 

 

This is the category with a few entries - four. Northwest Chess en-

tered championship reports for two different states - Washington and 

Idaho. With Washington winning the award and Scott Varagonaôs 

report on the Alabama State Championship taking the honorable 

mention.  

 

Best Personal Narrative 

 

Varagona won for this category with his story of playing IM Stuart 

Rachels in 2024. Not only does the report talk about the game, but it 

is thoroughly annotated as well. 

 

Best Photograph 

 

Entered by Northwest Chess, this photo of kids analyzing, easily won 

the award. 

 

Best State Tournament Coverage 

 

This category was tight and diverse. Alabamaôs video edged North-

west Chessôs written report, with the written report winning honorable 

mention. 

 

Best State Facebook Page 

 

Texas, which has quite an active Facebook page, won this category. 

 

Best Scholastic Coverage in a State 

 

Florida edged out Southern California in this category, with Southern 

California earning an honorable mention.  

 

Best State Magazine/Newsletterï Online 

 

Jeffrey Roland continued on his winning ways with Northwest Chess 

earning the award. 

 

 

 

We always end with a group of thank yous. The number of people 

involved in this project is what makes it fun, intense, exciting, tricky, 

difficult, and everything else. I always close with the long list of help-

ers, but this year I want to start with a young man who is so young he 

canôt judge. However, he could help with other things and learned 

new skills for us, like Airtable and the like, and he also designed the 

new award certificates. He is a 1700ish, 14-year-old named Charan 

Perumalla and he deserves a great deal of thanks for all his help.  

 

Now for the rest of the helpers, in no particular order; Pete Tamburro, 

Al Lawrence, Eric Johnson, David Sands, Andy Soltis, John Don-

aldson, Mark Capron, Anthony Gold, Ray Linville, Jon Edwards, Rob-

ert Irons, Jon Crumiller, Eric Vigil, Christopher Romeril, Rex Gray, 

Andy Ansel, Alexey Root, Patrick Tejeda, Neil Brennan, Bette Mar-

shall, Nikki Khmelnitsky, Christian Brickhouse, Rebecka Ratcliffe, 

Eva Kennedy, Diane Dahl, Vasishta Tumuluri, John Hilbert, Peter 

Minear, Eric Johnson, David Sands, Dov Gorman, Anand Mishra, 

Eric Holcomb, Ralph Dubisch, Ray Linville, Matt Traynor, Emily 

Allred, Rachel Schechter, Laurel Aronian, Arjun Kochar, Josh Sinan-

an, Louis Pratt, James Hodina, Patrico Robayo, Davis Zong, Christo-

pher Romeril, Dirk Troltenier, Peter Dyson, Eric Vigil, Jeff Zheng, 

Chris Baker, Matthew Bengtson, Jack Aronian, Robert Irons, and 

Miguel Ararat. 

 

And finally, as I do any year in which I am being smart, I need to 

thank my wife Brandy Anderson who puts up with all the long hours, 

all the fussing I do and is wonderful and supportive anyway. 

 

 

https://www.twitch.tv/videos/2493763157
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWz0jCeofD_HoP2DQXbegPKQrxLTU08Xf
https://www.chess.com/blog/BruceHedman/william-f-drueke-chess-sets
https://www.chess.com/blog/BruceHedman/william-f-drueke-chess-sets
https://x.com/danheisman
https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Chess-Life-Dec-2024-National-Invitations-795e99bfe813f2f4a251821e568bbdd2.pdf
https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Chess-Life-Dec-2024-National-Invitations-795e99bfe813f2f4a251821e568bbdd2.pdf
https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Woodward-Achieving-the-Aim-CL-July-2024-c27adfbd4d25ce7fdc73a62c44906045.pdf
https://new.uschess.org/news/festivities-galore-american-continental-championship-two-americans-qualify-2025-world-cup
https://new.uschess.org/news/festivities-galore-american-continental-championship-two-americans-qualify-2025-world-cup
https://chessjournalism.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/All-Eyes-on-the-Board-bc1f9bf2698ea7086db0cf9af7acb420.jpg
https://texaschess.org/
https://www.chessmaine.net/chessmaine/news/
https://www.chessmaine.net/chessmaine/news/
https://nwchess.com/nwcmag/index.htm
https://www.scchess.com/randf_back_issues.html
https://nwchess.com/nwcmag/index.htm
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RPQo29Va6JD_Mf-qW6iby80_x04rqm1T/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Eq0HMQbnVtjZdEev9AMLAZAtencAK3iJ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KYIjq4GyINl9g4pFSlxcD5Ee3TCl1wlw/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KYIjq4GyINl9g4pFSlxcD5Ee3TCl1wlw/view
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1UkB_hvOyOznN5ApHnlkLVj-Po4BRGBEd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJxtEkZXtDI
https://www.facebook.com/TexasChess/
https://nwchess.com/nwcmag/index.htm
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In the Limelight : JJ Lang (Two time CJA Chess Journalist of the Year) 

Interview by Mark Capron 

Congratulations on winning the Chess Journalist of Ameri-

caôs Chess Journalist of the Year award the past two years! 

An amazing accomplishment, well deserved! How does this 

yearôs award compare to last yearôs award? And what did 

this award mean to you? 

 

Thank you! At the time of last yearôs award, Iôd say that reporting 

was about 80% of my day-to-day job at US Chess as the Digital 

Assistant. Right around the time I won last year, I was also pro-

moted to Digital Editor as part of some departmental restructur-

ing. I have a lot more responsibilities now, and, depending on the 

week, reporting on chess takes up between 20% to 50% of my 

time. I wish it could be more, and I struggle to cover everything I 

want to, let alone cover it in as much detail as Iôd like. So, being 

able to report on as much as I did felt like quite a feat this year, 

and to have CJA say that it was up to their standards was incred-

ibly reifying and validating.  

Photo by John Hartmann 

 

What was the one thing you were most proud of, that you 

feel led to the award this year? 

 

Iôm not sure how directly it led to the award, but I canôt believe 

Iôve kept up the Tactics Tuesday and Wednesday Workout week-

ly series. Thatôs 12 puzzles a week, all taken from recent events, 

almost always featuring either top American players abroad or 

top boards of US Chess National Events. Something that is 

unique about chess reporting, I think, is the ability to report by 

annotating. We are not simply summarizing or describing an 

event that happened or could have happened, but rather we are 

sharing it directly with the readers to see for themselves and try 

to solve for themselves.  

 

I saw you studied philosophy at Stanford. What jobs have 

you done that are most related to the area of philosophy? Or 

did Chess simply take over as your occupation?  

 

Hah! Sitting around for hours deep in thought, trying to find a way 

to think about a problem that other people wouldnôt see, or that 

you yourself didnôt see a moment ago. Am I describing philoso-

phy, or chess? When I was in my doctoral program, I taught a 

few classes and served as a teacherôs assistant (TA) for many 

more undergraduate classes. I taught my own philosophy cours-

es at City College New York (CCNY) as part of an exchange pro-

gram, too. The shift from teaching philosophy to teaching chess 

came gradually, and for a while I was teaching private lessons full 

time, mostly with adults. Working with adults is neat because a 

lot of the pedagogical methods I learned from teaching philoso-

phy are appropriate. In both cases, weôre trying to encourage our 

students to better identify what they donôt know or understand, as 

to figure out what steps to take to rectify that. 

 

What classes in college prepared you best for your role as 

Digital Editor for US Chess? 

 

I took some math classes (too hard), then in philosophy a lot of 

philosophical logic and philosophy of math classes (more my 

speed), as well as a lot of literature and gender studies courses. 

So, a ton of writing, but nothing on the journalism or reporting 

front. Which is kind of surprising, because I did my undergradu-

ate studies at UNC-Chapel Hill, which has an excellent journal-

ism school. But I guess you had to apply to get into the J-School, 

so it was its own separate beast. I was editor in chief of my high 

school newspaper, though, and our faculty supervisor, Jennifer 

Colletti, was a tremendous teacher and mentor. 

 

Who or what have been some of your favorite subjects to 

write about and why?  

 

The kids! By this point, Iôve been covering National Scholastic 

Championships for long enough to recognize almost all of the top 

names in each grade level. Itôs very fun to know what to expect, 

stylistically, from various players, and to write about them in a 

way that showcases this knowledge. An example of this was 

when WIM Chloe Gaw held IM Tani Adewumi to a draw (as 

Black!) in the third round of the K-12 Championship section at 

SuperNationals VIII. Despite the 240-point rating difference be-

tween them, I had seen enough of Gawôs games to know how 

comfortable she is in Sicilian structures. And Tani has obviously 

come a long way in his ability to grind out positional games, but 

he's still a player who thrives in chaos. As soon as Tani went for a 

Moscow set-up with 3. Bb5+ after 1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6, I remem-

bered thinking that this would be a game to keep an eye on, as 

he seemed to be playing to her strengths. And then I remem-

bered thinking, ñWow, I canôt believe I know this much about 

these high schoolers!ò   

 

Who taught you to play?  

 

I remember my mom teaching me how to play when I was little, 

maybe around five or six years old? She knew the rules, and she 

would tell you that that was about it, although I think sheôs always 

sold herself a little short there. I think she could tell that I was a 

fast learner and also more interested in cerebral hobbies than 

playing outside, and saw chess as a prophylactic defense against 

an eventual interest in video games (see? She was totally a 

chess strategist). Then, I remember playing a few games with my 
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dad, but being really upset when I lost my queen and not wanting 

to play anymore. And that was it for a while. 

 

Where did your story with chess begin? 

 

In middle school, a couple of my friends joined the chess club in 

sixth grade. I didnôt, but I was aware that they loved it. Then, we 

played some games at lunch one day, and they were so much 

better than me that I realized for the first time that there was 

something they were learning, and I didnôt know it. So, I wanted 

to be taught it. I also had a crush on the only girl in the chess 

club at the time, and Iôm sure that didnôt hurt. But she was a 

French Defense player, so it was never going to work out be-

tween us. But once I started going to chess club, I was hooked. 

We were very lucky, as the only public middle school in the dis-

trict with a chess club, and that was all thanks to Martin Roper, 

an English teacher with a national rating that had been over 2000 

in the 1990s. He was incredible. He would drive us hours to 

scholastic tournaments when there werenôt any nearby, and he 

took such pride in our growth and achievements. But I think as a 

result of his literary background, he was a very passionate, capti-

vating, and unique chess teacher. Every game had a story, both 

in terms of who the players were and what they meant for chess, 

or what chess meant to them, but also in terms of the moves 

themselves. Every game was full of intentions, desires, hopes, 

disappointments, you name it. He didnôt just teach us how to play 

chess. He taught us how to feel it.  

 

You have been very active in writing on various aspects of 

chess. What inspires you to write? 

 

Yeah, I mean, Mr. Roper, basically. I didnôt start playing chess 

until middle school, but from ages 12-18, my house was littered 

with Chess Life magazines. I would read the articles cover to 

cover every month. Iôd spend hours trying to solve the puzzles in 

Benkoôs Bafflers, and Iôd go through Pandolfiniôs Solitaire Chess 

columns over and over. I even had a stack of my favorite issues 

that Iôd keep in my bathroom for reading. My rating went from 

around 400 to around 1780 in those six years. But even before 

joining the four-digit club, I had enough of a feel for the game 

from going to chess club and learning from Mr. Roper that I was 

able to follow the writing and I loved it. So, I know what itôs like to 

be obsessed with chess not just as a game but as an experience 

brought to life by writers passionate enough to share their experi-

ences and thoughts. I want to be a part of that legacy and to play 

a part in future generations getting to know that experience.  

 

 

What inspires you in general?  

 

Whoa. Curiosity, I think. I just like to experience things I havenôt 

experienced before and share that with others. I think that helps 

me as a journalist because my instinct is to look for whatôs new, 

interesting, or different rather than looking for what I can fit into a 

familiar box. 

 

What has been your greatest writing challenge?  

 

Macro-level: figuring out how to cover all the games, tourna-

ments, players, and organizers who deserve a spotlight. Micro-

level: writing a sentence with two or fewer clauses.  

 

What are some of the obstacles that come up during the 

writing process and how do you overcome them? 

 

So, Iôve been diagnosed with ADHD, and sometimes that makes 

it very difficult to write for long stretches of time, or to write in a 

linear way. Other times, it doesnôt, because ADHD is less about 

ñattention deficitò and more about an unusual relationship to at-

tention, more generally. The word Iôve heard is ñhyperfocusò or 

ñhyperfixation,ò meaning that sometimes itôs just hard for me to 

*not* write! If I get invested in a game Iôm annotating, what might 

have started as ña few quick notes on one or two key momentsò 

could easily become the next couple of hours of my day. And 

what might start as ñjust one game from the winnerò might turn 

into ñwell, they played three neat games, and one of the players 

who tied for second played this fascinating game, and three other 

people tied for second, soéò and suddenly Iôve spent the entire 

day annotating. Thatôs not a problem in a world with limitless 

time.  

 

But when I think about writing and reporting more generally, I 

think I get nervous or more anxious when I know I have to look 

up a lot of particular details to write something. If I know I have to 

write an article today, Iôm usually eager to get started on it first 

thing. But if I know that, in order to write that article, Iôll have to 

look up how many times so-and-so has been invited to this event 

before, and when the last time a player rated below such-and-

such won this event, and any number of other details, the thought 

of writing that article feels more like a chore. Itôs not even that I 

mind doing this sort of research. On my own time, Iôll often go 

down such rabbit holes. I think thatôs what is off-putting about it in 

the context of writing an article, actually: trying to just get the info 

I need and get on with it.  

 

The most successful way Iôve been able to overcome these sort 

of freeze-ups is to make what I call a ñfine-grained to-do list.ò The 

to-do list might start as ñwrite the articleò, and if I donôt experience 

any hang-ups, that might remain just one item on my list. But Iôve 

definitely written articles that ended up as 20 or 30 line items, 

such as ñemail the TD to ask about Xò and ñsearch for who won 

the event in what yearò and even ñturn that knotty sentence into 

three smaller ones.ò If I feel stuck, I just try to keep breaking 

down the task into parts that are small enough that they no long-

er feel scary, even if there are a lot of them.  

 

With larger writing projects, I will often fear Iôm losing the thread 

or the ñpointò the more I write, even if I had a clear thesis and 

outline. This was definitely a problem in my past life in academia. 

The trick that I learned there was the ñreverse outlineò where I 

just let myself vomit up a draft, then read through it and write a 

brief one-sentence summary of each paragraph. Then I look at 

my notes on what I actually wrote and try to make a new outline 

off of what I apparently wrote. That usually produces a much 

more coherent outline, because itôs responding to what I was 

actually thinking as I wrote, instead of what I thought I was going 

to write about it before I wrote. Itôs also fun trying to interpret an 

authorôs writing as if that author isnôt just me.  

 

I have never heard ADHD described quite that way before. 

Eloquent! It really helps me understand some of the people 

in my life with ADHD. I shared the above passage with one of 

these people I am very close with, and their comment was 

"That's eerily close to how my life and brain operates. The 

fine grained to do list is something I have to do to finish 
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something I'm not 'focused' on. I do force myself to finish 

things on time but it's an internal fight. When it's something 

I'm enjoying it isn't at all." 

 

I'm thrilled to hear that someone you're close with who has ADHD 

found that comment relatable, and that you found it insightful. For 

a while, I was regularly co-hosting a podcast with my close friend 

Julia, who has a doctorate degree in clinical psychology, about 

chess and psychology. We've both been too busy to keep up with 

it, but I'm very proud of our episode about ADHD and I was sur-

prised by the reaction we got in terms of how many people said it 

helped them understand people in their lives better. I don't know 

how to link to a podcast episode in print, but: https://

chessfeels.transistor.fm/episodes/ep-15-the-adhd-episode-

season-1-finale 

 

What do you feel has been your greatest success in writing? 

In writing in chess?  

 

More generally: Iôve mentioned dread or anxiety when it comes to 

knowing I have to write something that feels daunting in some 

way, perhaps because I donôt know how to start, how to organize 

it, or what to say about it. That feeling is a major reason I didnôt 

finish my Ph.D. program (Iôm ABD, meaning ñAll But Dissertat-

edò). I donôt mind not writing my dissertation, though, since life 

took me in different directions and Iôm thrilled with them. But I can 

think of other cases where I felt a similar level of anxiety over the 

thought of writing something and still found a way to write it. 

Those have to be my greatest successes, since on some level I 

didnôt think I could do it. Most recently, I had this experience with 

a Chessable course that my friend CM Vjekoslav Nemec talked 

me into co-authoring with him. Vjeko is a regular Chessable au-

thor (and the co-author of several courses by GM Jan Gus-

tafsson that are excellent in my opinion), and he has been a 

great coach for me in the past (Iôve been too busy to take any 

lessons recently). Weôre doing an opening course on the Kan 

Sicilian. Coming up with the variations to recommend was mostly 

fine. Writing the explanations was also fine, as was finding and 

annotating model games and instructive positions. But we also 

wanted to include a general overview that distilled the entire 

course into a few key ideas or themes, or at least to come up 

with an overview for each chapter. The thought of turning tens of 

thousands of words into a few bullet points or paragraphs terrified 

me for the better part of a year. Being able to distill complex ide-

as into something succinct and organized is hard! But after going 

through several drafts of writing the course itself, then reading 

through it, I was able to just go on a walk, organize my thoughts, 

and start putting it together. That felt like a huge success: actually 

writing something that had struck fear into my heart for months. 

This was true for philosophy writing, too. 

 

Specifically for chess writing, I can think of several titled players 

who have told me they thought I was much higher rated because 

of how well I write about the ins and outs of chess. That might 

sound like a back-handed compliment, but I take it with pride.  

 

We have a similarity when you describe ABD as I suffered 

from that as well. I had an advisor that wouldn't grant your 

Ph.D. unless you had a positive story to tell in the disserta-

tion. I had the knowledge, but it didn't matter. I had discov-

ered a new chemical, but we could not solve part of its 

chemical structure. I had isolated only 8mg and needed 

more. I tried for three years to get the plant to produce the 

chemical again, but it just wouldn't. I think that is why I have 

a dislike for biology. LOL. When my wife and I had twins, I 

decided to switch to an MS and spent half a semester writing 

that thesis, got my degree, and found a job. It worked out 

well for me and sounds like it is working good for you as 

well. 

 

I would have a dislike for biology after that experience, too. In my 

mind, if you find something new, that should count. Philosophy is 

hard because of the level of abstraction, coming up with some-

thing novel is hard, more because of the 'something' than the 

'novel.' John Hartmann (the Chess Life editor-in-chief) is also an 

ABD philosopher, and my neighbor an hour away in Omaha. I've 

joked that, to work in the publications department at US Chess, a 

background in chess is a plus, but the only requirements are re-

siding in Nebraska and being ABD in a philosophy PhD program. 

 

What aspect of chess draws you in most when selecting 

something to write about? History, openings, endings, biog-

raphies, tournaments, etc.?  

 

So. much of my job is focused on news and reporting, so I defi-

nitely consider myself a novice when it comes to writing about 

history or biographies. Iôd love to get more experience doing that 

sort of research and reporting, though, but it definitely currently 

feels intimidating. Openings are hit-or-miss depending on how 

well-versed I am in the particular opening. Iôd like to see the sta-

tistical breakdown on every game Iôve chosen to annotate in a 

report, and which openings are over- or under-represented. Iôm 

certain that Benonis are over-represented, because Iôm a Benoni 

Boy. I know Iôll often have more to say (or add to somebody 

elseôs annotations) in the Kan Sicilian these days. I wonder if 

there are any openings that I just am afraid to touch. Grunfeld, 

probably.  

 

I am a Grunfeld player. I even played the Grunfeld against 

Jonathan Rowson in a simul! When I played ...d5 his com-

ment, while laughing, was something like well you have 

balls! Ha Ha 

 

Thatôs funny. 

 

Continuing with the original question. But, more generally, I think 

Iôm drawn to the psychological elements of chess. Sometimes 

this means features or reporting about what makes people so 

passionate about playing/organizing, or their experiences in a 

game. But even if itôs just writing about specific games or events, 

I enjoy trying to get into the heads of players and trying to make 

sense of what they might have been thinking. Strong players 

donôt blunder in a vacuum, so itôs doing them a disservice to 

simply write why their move was refuted by an engine. Instead, 

what sort of thing might they have been focused on instead, or 

why might they have dismissed a particular issue that turned out 

to be relevant? Few things get me as excited as clicking onto a 

game between two strong players and seeing a computer evalua-

tion chart that looks like a seismograph because of all the 

ñerrors.ò That must have been such a tense game to play! Letôs 

figure out exactly why it was.  

 

Are there specific grammar or format items that you use in 

your writing that define your style as you see it? 

 

https://chessfeels.transistor.fm/episodes/ep-15-the-adhd-episode-season-1-finale
https://chessfeels.transistor.fm/episodes/ep-15-the-adhd-episode-season-1-finale
https://chessfeels.transistor.fm/episodes/ep-15-the-adhd-episode-season-1-finale


The Chess Journalist #163 12 

 

I canôt think of any that Iôm proud of. But I definitely have some go

-to phrases and phrasing that Iôve realized are distinctive, be-

cause sometimes when Iôm working with authors who have writ-

ten for me a bunch in the past, Iôll start noticing those JJ-isms 

cropping up in their own writing when it definitely wasnôt there 

before, and Iôll think that Iôm rubbing off on them. Or, at least, that 

theyôre reading my articles! 

 

At one point not too long ago, you decided to focus on your 

own game, and you improved to have a rating over 2100. 

Any advice for others who want to improve their game? 

 

These things take time. More time than most of us have as 

adults. Itôs unfair, but that doesnôt mean itôs not true. My big im-

provement jump from around 1800 to around 2100 was when I 

was living in New York and teaching there for a semester. It was 

a cushy temporary gig, and I had ample opportunity to play at the 

Marshall and, more importantly, enough time to actually put like 3

-5 hours of work in for each lesson and take a couple of lessons 

a week on top of what I was reading and the games I was play-

ing. Most adults donôt have nearly that much time to immerse 

themselves in chess, which makes it very hard to improve. Itôs 

been so much harder to improve with sporadic playing and mini-

mal time to study. So, my advice is that thereôs no substitute for 

getting OTB experience, but, also, that thereôs no substitute for 

immersion in a subject. I think that can be humbling or disap-

pointing to hear, but I also hope it can be motivating.  

 

Do you have a favorite opening? Ending? 

 

I already alluded to my favorite opening. But, even earlier, when I 

said Iôm just always curious and excited to experience new and 

interesting things, I wonder if anybody reading this guessed 

some of my opening repertoire just based on that. I think itôs very 

Benoni-apt. For endings, just the plain old Vancura. I donôt know 

exactly how to explain it, but it doesnôt make sense to me. Like, 

of course Iôve learned it and even taught it and once even held it 

in a game! But unlike so many other fundamental endgames that 

just sort of ñclick,ò I never got that ña-haò moment of it making 

sense in some sort of logical way. I still donôt believe it. Itôs kind of 

like those Reti, king-and-pawn endgame studies where the de-

fending king is so obviously far from the square of the enemy 

pawn, but still draws. Although I guess thereôs a sort of logic to 

those, eventually, that I can latch onto. But I still just look at the 

position and think ñno way,ò and then I can play through each 

move and understand it, but then look at the position again and 

think, just as firmly, ñno way.ò 

 

My guess is you play KIA positional but yet attacking. I don't 

think you would play the Smith-Morra or are part of the BDG 

cult.  

 

You think too highly of me. I'm going to be a Benoni player until 

the day I die (most likely from a Benoni-related incident).  

 

Do you have a favorite game anyone played? 

 

Wow. Letôs say Spassky ï Petrosian, Moscow (7), 1966. The one 

where Petrosian looks ready to enter a race against Spassky 

after castling opposite sides, but then pulls out some prophylactic 

voodoo and reduces Spassky to throwing desperados. But then 

the final position with all the advanced pawns, and those little 

Exchange sacrifice flourishes along the way. Itôs brutal, and I 

think itôs the game that helped me understand that playing posi-

tional, strategic, and even defensive chess is totally compatible 

with attacking chess. And, weirdly enough, it was played on my 

birthday (albeit 25 years before I was born).  

 

[Event "Petrosian - Spassky World Championship Match"] 

[Site "Moscow URS"] 

[Date "1966.04.25"] 

[EventDate "?"] 

[Round "7"] 

[Result "0-1"] 

[White "Boris Spassky"] 

[Black "Tigran Vartanovich Petrosian"] 

[ECO "D03"] 

[WhiteElo "?"] 

[BlackElo "?"] 

 
1. d4 Nf6 2. Nf3 e6 3. Bg5 d5 4. Nbd2 Be7 5. e3 Nbd7 6. Bd3 c5 7. 
c3 b6 8. O-O Bb7 9. Ne5 Nxe5 10. dxe5 Nd7 11. Bf4 Qc7 12. Nf3 
h6 13. Bg3 g5 14. b4 h5 15. h4 gxh4 16. Bf4 O-O-O 17. a4 c4 18. 
Be2 a6 19. Kh1 Rdg8 20. Rg1 Rg4 21. Qd2 Rhg8 22. a5 b5 23. 
Rad1 Bf8 24. Nh2 Nxe5 25. Nxg4 hxg4 26. e4 Bd6 27. Qe3 Nd7 28. 
Bxd6 Qxd6 29. Rd4 e5 30. Rd2 f5 31. exd5 f4 32. Qe4 Nf6 33. Qf5+ 
Kb8 34. f3 Bc8 35. Qb1 g3 36. Re1 h3 37. Bf1 Rh8 38. gxh3 Bxh3 
39. Kg1 Bxf1 40. Kxf1 e4 41. Qd1 Ng4 42. fxg4 f3 43. Rg2 fxg2+ 0-1 

 

Do you have a favorite game you have played? 

 

Yes! My Benoni brilliancy! What a fun move to find over the 

board. Eventually, Nick just started laughing, too. Heôs one of the 

other strongest regular tournament players in Nebraska, and this 

was my first win against him after losing our first meeting. I think 

he has a plus score against me again now, though, and it is 

stressful playing a lot of the same people over and over again 

and not being able to surprise them as easily. 

 

[Event "March UNO Open"] 

[Site "Omaha, NE"] 

[Date "03/19/2022"] 

[Round "4"] 

[White "Lacroix, Nick"] 

[Black "Lang, JJ"] 

[Result "0-1"] 

[WhiteElo "2038"] 

[BlackElo "2076"] 

[TimeControl "G/45 D/5"] 

[Board "1"] 

[Variant "Standard"] 

[ECO "A65"] 

[Opening "Benoni Defense: King's Pawn Line"] 

[StudyName "benoni game"] 

[ChapterName "Lacroix - Lang"] 

[Annotator "https://lichess.org/@/K_A_L_E"] 

[ChapterURL "https://lichess.org/study/tke9O4Qa/q5m6UsMw"] 
1. d4 e6 2. c4 c5 3. d5 exd5 4. cxd5 d6 5. e4 Nf6 6. Nc3 g6 7. Bf4 
Bg7 8. h3 O-O 9. Bd3 b5 10. Nxb5 Nxe4 11. Bxe4 Qa5+ 12. Nc3 
Re8 13. Ne2 Rxe4 14. O-O Bxc3 15. bxc3 Ba6 16. Re1 Nd7 17. Bd2 
Rae8 18. Nf4 Nf6 19. c4 Qd8 20. Qa4 Bxc4 21. Rxe4 Rxe4 22. f3 
Qe8 23. Qc2 Qe5 24. Bc3 Rd4!! 25. Bxd4 Qxd4+ 26. Kh2 Qxf4+ 27. 
g3 Qe5 28. Rd1 Bxd5 29. Qd2 Bxf3 30. Re1 Ne4 31. Qf4 Qb2+ 32. 

Kg1 Qf2# 0-1 

 

What are some key lessons from chess that you have ap-

plied to your life outside the game? 
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I was just talking to my therapist about how a central part of 

chess improvement is to be able to identify the ñautomaticò 

thought processes that arenôt always working, develop the skill of 

noticing that you (e.g.) went straight from looking at a position to 

looking for the most vicious attack, and then develop the skill of 

asking questions that can help determine whether this is the best 

or only plan in the position. This has helped me a lot outside of 

chess, too. Iôll often feel anxious or stressed, and then, without 

even recognizing what happened inside my brain or body, Iôm 

rushing to complete some chore or task, I guess in order to re-

duce that stress. But when I pause and notice that something has 

happened, and then ask some questions to myself, Iôll often real-

ize that I am not, in fact, in mortal danger, if I do not do the dishes 

or write this press release at this exact moment, and I end up 

enjoying my life a lot more. 

 

Do you have a favorite chess book? 

 

Yeah! I like to say My System because it never gets a neutral 

reaction. And I do like it, and think a lot of the criticism of the 

technical writing is very unfair. Itôs cool to see such foundational 

thought articulated like that. But itôs not my favorite book. That 

would probably be Under the Surface by Jan Markos.  

 

Iôm not familiar with that book. Would you please provide a 

bit about Under the Surface and why it appeals to you so 

much? 

 

Yeah. Under the Surface was originally 

published by Quality Chess in 2018. It 

won the ECF book of the year award 

that same year. J§n Markoġ is a Slovak 

GM, and he has a background in phi-

losophy and theology, as well. I think 

that background puts him in a unique 

position to try to get at some of the 

deep beauty and deeper truths of chess 

strategy, which is why I think of My Sys-

tem as a reference point (at least for 

the 'truths' part, maybe not the beauty). 

His writing is very vivid. Other authors 

have told us to listen to our pieces, but I'm not sure if many have 

explained how to do this as well as this book does. 

 

Is there a book that you read, and your understanding of the 

game was greatly improved?  

 

Yeah, keeping with what I said about that Petro-

sian game, Angus Dunningtonôs Can You Be A 

Positional Chess Genius? from Everyman. I think 

that was my first exposure to a book of puzzles 

that were exacting when it came to calculation, 

but was still primarily about evaluation and strate-

gy, rather than tactics.  

 

What other types of books do you read for fun?  

 

I used to be way more into literature, and itôs a real shame how 

little I get to read these days. I was just reading this really morbid 

collection of feminist, body horror, short stories ð Cursed Bunny 

ð by a Korean author (with a Slavic literature background) 

named Bora Chung, though. I have always loved the Russians/

Slavs more generally, probably because of both the surface-level 

familiarity of the cultures through chess and the deeper apprecia-

tion of suffering and mundanity that chess instills in us.  

 

I have, however, been really into audio dramas recently. I strug-

gle to listen to podcasts that are just conversations between peo-

ple, as I find it really difficult to pay attention, if Iôm not participat-

ing in the conversation myself or at least taking notes/writing 

down my thoughts. But, with fiction podcasts, I find it way easier 

to stay engaged and get sucked into stories. Iôve listened to an 

absurd amount, probably 100 different shows in the past year.  

 

The most mind-blowingly, delightful one Iôve heard is called Mid-

night Burger. Itôs about a time-traveling, dimension-spanning din-

er that shows up somewhere new every day. Itôs comedic sci-fi 

that is really witty, creative, and finds a brilliant balance of cynical 

absurdity (one day, they end up on a planet where itôs always the 

year 2012 and Mitt Romney is running for president) and heart-

warming beauty.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who is your favorite non-chess author? Favorite book? 

 

Probably Vladimir Nabokov. It would be cheating to say The Lu-

zhin Defense, since itôs a book about chess. Although I do really 

like that book, mostly because, in the preface, he tells you that 

the main character dies a tragic death. You 

might think thatôs a spoiler, but remember 

that Nabokov, while not much of a chess 

player, was known to compose chess prob-

lems. And donôt problems begin by telling 

us exactly whatôs going to happen, and in 

exactly how many moves? So, I think of it 

as a novel that is embodying the spirit of a 

composition, and thatôs so cool. But my 

favorite book of his is Pnin, even though 

nothing really happens, because thatôs 

where all the insight is hidden.  

 

Your US Chess bio says you like to cook. What is your favor-

ite dish to cook? How about favorite dish to eat? 

 

I do love to cook! I grew up in North Carolina, and really love 

barbecue, although Iôve been trying to go back towards being 

mostly vegetarian. So, shortly after moving to Nebraska and real-

izing there wasnôt any decent barbecue around here, I bought a 

Weber smoker and taught myself how to make Carolina-style 

pulled pork. Iôve also experimented with ribs and gotten pretty 

good with brisket, and I do love how it is an exercise in patience.  

 

Continued on page 43 
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Resurfaced: Chess Journalism in Spanish 
 

By Chris Martinez G 

I Didnôt Expect to Buy a Chess Magazine Older Than 

My Dadé 

 

I didnôt expect to buy a chess magazine older than my dad, 

but here I am. The year on the cover says 1953. The 

place? Buenos Aires, Argentina. The pages are fragile, 

yellowed at the edges, and smell like history. But whatôs 

inside isnôt just moves and games ð itôs a voice. Loud, 

proud, and unlike anything youôd expect to find in the usual 

chess press. 

 

Thatôs why Iôm starting this column, Resurfaced. Each time 

we meet here, Iôll pull one story out of the stack ð from old 

Spanish-language magazines, books, and other treasures 

Iôve been collecting ð and bring it back to life. Think of it 

like finding a hidden aisle in the chess store, full of things 

you never knew were there. 

 

Najdorf, Bolboch§n, and Argentinaôs National Duty 

 

Open the August 1953 issue, and youôll find an article titled 

ñAl margen del Torneo de la Candidaturaò (ñOn the Margin 

of the Candidates Tournamentò). At first glance, itôs about 

Miguel Najdorf heading to Switzerland to compete in the 

Candidates ð the tournament that would decide who 

faced Botvinnik for the world title. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But the more you read, the more you realize this isnôt just 

about chess. 

 

The article paints Najdorf not as an individual contender, 

but as the representative of an entire nation. He wasnôt 

traveling alone either ð Argentina also sent master Julio 

Bolboch§n as his collaborator. And the writer is quick to 

remind readers: this wasnôt charity, this was policy. 

 

The government of Juan Per·n, deep in its Second Five-

Year Plan (Segundo Plan Quinquenal), had paid their way. 

And it wasnôt just about money. The article argued that 

every taxpayer had played a part. Taxes, it said, were a 

patriotic contribution ð and part of that contribution was 

sending Najdorf and Bolboch§n to Europe to fight for Ar-

gentinaôs honor. 

 

In the magazineôs own words, this was a ñdeber moral, 

patri·tico y de solidaridad nacionalò ð a moral, patriotic, 

and national duty. 

 

Chess as Politics, Chess as Identity 

 

Now, pause for a second. Can you imagine the IRS telling 

Americans: ñPay your taxes ð it helps Fischer beat the 

Sovietsò? It sounds wild. But in 1950s Argentina, that was 

exactly the narrative. 

 

This wasnôt unusual either. Per·nôs Argentina invested 

heavily in sports, culture, and symbolic achievements. 

Chess wasnôt just a game; it was cultural diplomacy, na-

tional pride, and a way to say: We belong on the world 

stage. 

 

And it wasnôt just Argentina flexing its muscles. Remem-

ber, this was the Cold War. The Candidates Tournament 

itself was charged with meaning: Soviet players versus the 

rest of the world. To send Najdorf was to take a stand. To 

support him financially was to declare: Argentina has a 

place in this fight. 

 

The Magazineôs Tone 

 

The writing itself is striking. The tone is formal but passion-

ate, almost propagandistic. Where most chess coverage in 

the 1950s might stick to games and results, this Argentine 

magazine wrapped chess in the language of patriotism, 

duty, and solidarity. 

 

Itôs a reminder that chess journalism is always more than 

games. Itôs culture talking to itself. And in this case, Argen-

tinaôs chess press reflected a nation that saw itself as a 
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rising power, proud and unafraid to declare chess part of 

its social contract. 

 

Why It Matters Today 

 

So why dig up this old magazine and tell you about it 

here? Because it shows us two things that still matter. 

 

First, chess reflects society. In 1953 Argentina, chess was 

a vehicle for national identity and social justice rhetoric. 

Today, in different ways, it still carries meaning ð whether 

through scholastic programs, online streaming culture, or 

international Olympiads. 

 

Second, voices matter. English-language chess journalism 

has long dominated the record, and if you were an Ameri-

can club player in 1953, you probably wouldnôt have cared 

much about what was happening in South America ð or 

anywhere else in Latin America, for that matter. Honestly, I 

know I wouldnôt. Iôd have been too wrapped up in my local 

club games and the thrilling idea that one day an American 

kid ð maybe Fischer, still just a boy then ð could rise to 

challenge the Soviets. 

But hereôs the thing: when you stop and listen to these 

Spanish voices, it feels like walking out of a store with a 

bag full of clothes you didnôt know you needed, but now 

canôt imagine going without. They give you a different per-

spective ð fresh, colorful. They remind us that chess in 

the Americas was bigger than one country, and that play-

ers and fans in Latin America saw the game through pride, 

politics, and passion. Without those perspectives, our pic-

ture of chess history is incomplete ð and rediscovering 

them feels like a bonus you didnôt even know was waiting. 

 

And hereôs the part I love: thanks to The Chess Journalist, 

those voices get to be heard again in the U.S. Seventy 

years later, weôre still listening. 

 

My Reflection 

 

Iôll admit, reading these pages hit me in a personal way. In 

my earliest years in Mexico DF ð now known as CDMX ð 

I remember wandering with my uncle through bookstalls 

and magazine stands. He picked up novels and cowboy 

tales, while I reached for comics in Spanish. Holding this 

1953 issue brought back that feeling: fragile pages in my 

hands, voices waiting to be discovered, and a connection 

to something bigger than myself. 

 

Itôs a reminder that history is never just ñout there.ò Some-

times itôs sitting on a shelf, waiting to be found again. And 

when you find it, itôs not just about the past ð itôs about 

identity, about belonging, about reconnecting. 

 

More Pages to Come 

 

So thatôs our first resurfaced story. In 1953, Argentina de-

clared chess a national duty. Najdorf and Bolboch§n were-

nôt just playing games; they were carrying the weight of 

taxes, politics, and solidarity onto the board. 

 

But this is only the beginning. These magazines ð and 

other Spanish-language works ð are full of surprises: 

quirky club stories, colorful editorials, forgotten masters, 

even odd puzzles tucked into the margins. And Iôll keep 

bringing them to you, one at a time. 

 

Because the best part of rediscovering forgotten voices? 

Sharing them. And thanks to this journal, we have the per-

fect place to do it. 

 

So, take this one home, enjoy it ð and when the next is-

sue rolls around, come back. Thereôll be more waiting for 

you. 
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Library Focus: Lance Bark 

Interviewed by Mark Capron 

 
Long Room at Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland, photo by Mark Capron. 

Hi Lance, please tell us a 

little bit about yourself 

and what you do for a 

living? 

 

Iôm from the south shore of 

Long Island, a town called 

Massapequa. Nice little 

town to grow up in. I spent 

my youth in and around the 

waters of the Great South 

Bay. My dad did some 

clamming and crabbing on 

the weekends from our little 

16ô clam boat. My love for 

the water and the ocean 

started there. At 15, I got 

my scuba certification to 

explore the underwater realm of Floridaôs reef systems. Then on 

to a 2-year degree in Underwater Technology for commercial 

diving. Many years of great traveling and experiences in salvage 

diving. After that, I was a scuba instructor for 12 years, teaching 

everything from basic open water level to advanced deep tech-

nical, decompression diving and cave diving. My fianc® and I 

actively dive about once or twice a month now. For the last 11 

years, I have been the property manager for a commercial com-

plex of offices and warehouses in Sunrise, Florida. There are 

about 90 or so tenants and no shortage of problems to solve, so 

it keeps me busy. 

 

You do a lot of diving in the ocean. Iôm guessing you never 

uncovered a chess book in the depths, but what have you 

found that is interesting? 

 

I got scuba certified in 1975. I just celebrated my 50th year of 

diving by diving in Key Largo with my fianc® and some dear 

friends. I also went to commercial diving school for two years to 

receive a degree in Underwater Technology learning all about 

diving physics, underwater welding and burning, and salvage 

operations. Then I spent several years as a salvage diver travel-

ing all throughout the Caribbean raising sunken ships and boats, 

doing underwater repairs, and emergency response for ocean 

vessels in distress. I do have some nice artifacts at home such 

as port holes, anchors, and ships wheels. I was also a scuba 

instructor for about 12 years teaching everything from basic open 

water to deep technical, mixed gas and decompression diving. I 

also go cave diving about every 2-3 years in northern Florida. 

 

Have you seen the TV show Gold Rush: White Water? If so, 

what do you think about those divers in that cold water and 

staying under for 6-8 hours at a time dredging for gold? 

 

I have seen the TV show Gold Rush, the key to keeping warm in 

cold water has two answers: 

 1)  A dry suit. This is a neoprene wetsuit about 1/4" thick. 

There is a neck seal and wrists seals, with attached 

boots. You enter the suit via a zipper which runs across 

the shoulders. Totally waterproof. You wear thermal 

under garments to keep you warm, and battery powered 

heat pads may also be used. Plus, you wear a thick 

rubber hood to keep your head warm, and thick gloves. I 

used this type of suit when I was a commercial diver 

and had diving jobs in New York and New Jersey during 

the winter months. 

2)  Hot water suit. This type of suit has plastic or rubber 

tubes lining the arms, chest, and legs of the suit. The 

tubes have hot/warm water running through them. The 

water is heated on the deck of the support vessel by 

way of a water circulating pump, water is heated via 

electric coils and pumped down to the diver via hose 

married to the diverôs umbilical. There is a thermostat on 

deck to regulate the temperature, so the diver does not 

overheat or get burned. The water is constantly flushed 

throughout the dive. 

 

We went on a trip to Key West once and went out fishing. It 

was a lot of fun. Do you fish much or just scuba dive? 

 

No fishing, I used to spearfish and get lobsters for my parents 

when they were alive, but not anymore. Now I just shoot Lionfish, 

an invasive species in Florida. 

 

When did you begin playing chess?  

 

I first started playing chess around age 10. I learned from my 

dad, who was helpful, but I was beating him very soon. Then, in 

1972, the Fischer craze was everywhere, and I was playing with 

friends. I was on the chess team in high school, but it was very 

apparent to me that I was not going to be a threat to the world of 

chess kings...lol, but I was hooked. 

 

When did you begin collecting Chess books?  

 

I got into collecting chess books much later in life when I had 

some extra money to spend. 

 

Do you recall what the first book you ever had was? 

 

My first chess book was Bobby Fischer Teaches Chess. Then 

Logical Chess Move by Moveéthen the disease kicked iné 

 

What are some of your favorite books you have collected?  

 

My favorite books tend to be biographical books, learning about 
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the lives of all the great men and women of chess. 

 

What draws you to a book? Cover? Title? Subject? Some-

thing else? 

 

The thing that draws me to a book is the subject, and the era in 

which it is about. I gravitate to those players before the advent of 

computer assisted programming. 

 

Tell us a story or two about how you got some of these 

books.  

 

I have been collecting books from a very young age. My father 

was in the Merchant Marine during WWII, and I inherited his love 

of the ocean and all things nautical. We both love maritime histo-

ry, and I inherited his nautical collection when he passed. Since 

my passion is diving, my dive book collection is in the hundreds. 

When my fianc® and I travel, we always seek out used 

bookstores to find any treasure that may be waiting for us on the 

shelves. 

 

Do you have lots of your books autographed?  

 

Iôm not big on the autograph part of collecting, I do have one 

chess book autographed by William Lombardy, and I met Mau-

rice Ashley at a book signing here in Fort Lauderdale. He signed 

his new book, Move By Move. I also brought my May 1999 issue 

of Chess Life where he was on the cover, and he signed that as 

well. 

 

What strategies have you used to obtain books?  

 

Before the internet, I went to every used bookstore on any of my 

travels. 

 

What is your favorite bookstore to purchase from? Are there 

good used bookstores in your area?  

 

I have a great bookstore nearby in Boca Raton called BookWise. 

 

Do you have a favorite publisher?  

 

The old-time publishers like Fireside and Dover have put out 

some great books. Now we have New In Chess, Gambit, and 

many others to choose from. 

 

Have you written any books yourself?  

 

I have not written any books, but I worked for a local Florida out-

door magazine for several years, and I was responsible for the 

scuba section of that magazine. I wrote and took pictures for the 

monthly story about all the wrecks and reefs along the Florida 

coast. 

 

Do you read everything you have collected?  

 

I would need at least 10 to 20 more lifetimes to read all my 

books. But I have read portions and played some games in al-

most all of them. 

 

Why did you decide to collect Chess books? 

 

Collecting books is partly some compulsion thing I have, maybe a 

diseaseélol. Iôm just happy my compulsion is not drinking, drugs, 

or gambling. 

 

Who is your favorite player?  

 

My favorite player is a very tough question. Paul Morphy stands 

out, not only for his chess ability, but for his manners and pure 

etiquette at the chess board and in social circles. Then there is 

Fischer, great player, but insane; Frank Marshall, Jos® Capa-

blanca, Vasily Smyslov, Mikhail Tal and all the rest of that era. 

 

What is your favorite biography book?  

 

Biographical books are really my favorite. It is so interesting to 

read about how all the greats got started in chess and the long 

hard road to constantly improving. Genna Sosonko has many 

great books including The Essential Sosonko, and I enjoyed In 

Black and White by Paul van der Sterren. One other somewhat 

obscure book is Forgotten Talents: Chessplayers Lost in the Lab-

yrinth of Life by Javier Cordero Fern§ndez. A wealth of great 

biographies. 

What is your favorite tournament book?  

 

I do like tournament books. Some of my favorites would be my 

two editions of the Lone Pine tournaments, Pawns in a Greater 

Game, San Sebastian 1911, 1st and 2nd Piatigorsky Cup, Cam-

bridge Springs 1904, Kings, Queens, and Rookies, The Chess 

Battles of Hastings. (I do have a nice 1896 edition of The Has-

tings 1895 Tournament) 

 

Who is your favorite author in chess books?  

 

As far as authors go, I have many that I like. Bruce Pandolfini, 

Jeremy Silman, Yasser Seirawan, Reuben Fine, and many more. 

 

How about other books, what genre do you read the most 

and is there a particular author or two you would like to call 

out? 
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My other book passion is wreck diving history, including WWII 

wrecks. I have dove wrecks sunk by U-boats off the Florida coast 

and I have dove the WWII wrecks off of North Carolina including 

the U-352. I have too many to list, but there are a ton of great 

maritime authors. 

 

Whatôs your favorite opening book?  

 

Donôt really get into opening books, my memory is shotélol. I do 

have some basic books on openings by the old-time authors. 

 

Do you have a favorite book overall?  

 

Today it is probably 100 Best Chess 

Games of the 20th Century by Andrew 

Soltis, but who knows by tomorrow. It 

changes regularly. 

 

Do you have a favorite book series?  

 

Yasser Seirawan has a great series of 

books that I like. Also, My Great Prede-

cessors by Kasparov. 

 

Do you have all your books catalogued? 

 

I need to organize my books better; I just moved them all into 

another room and things are a mess at the moment. 

 

Do you know about how many books you own? 

 

500 or so chess books. 

 

Have you started to buy any books on Kindle, Forward 

chess, etc.? 

 

I absolutely refuse to use any book on Kindle. This is sacrilege!!! 

The nice thing about my book collection is that I can pick a book 

and travel back in time to any era I like and play a game. I donôt 

need any battery-operated or electronic device. My fianc® allows 

me to have a portion of the dining room table for a full-time set-up 

of the board and pieces. However, I joined Chess.com years ago 

and I do enjoy playing online now and then. I also like playing the 

bots and coaches, and the game review feature. Itôs nice to learn 

from my mistakes as well as having a game rated much higher 

than my usual 1200 range. Whenever someone asks me if I am 

any good at chess, my standard reply isé.ò I have risen to the 

heights of mediocrity!ò 

 

Do you collect books from 

any other language be-

sides English? 

 

I have one book not in Eng-

lish, Bobby Fischerôs 60 

Memorable Games in Dutch. 

I got it because I thought it 

was unique. It isnôt a book, 

but I made friends with 

someone from Ukraine. We 

met on Facebook in a chess 

group. After Putin invaded, 

he needed help. I sent some 

money, and he sent me his chess pin collection. He is still alive 

as of last month. 

 

Do you have a favorite game?  

 

My favorite game would be the game I played against GM Mi-

chael Rohde, July 21, 1989, in a simul. I was in the Grumman 

Chess Club, (I worked at Grumman Aerospace in Bethpage, 

Long Island for many years.) there were about 30 of us playing in 

the simul. I lost in 28 moves but had a great time. Here is the 

autographed score sheet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also I wanted to mention my good friend and chess mentor Roy 

Fresdorf. Roy and I would play during the long winter season on 

Long Island, and we both went to the simul featuring Micheal 

Rode. We both lost, but had a great time. Roy is a very good 

chess player and spent many gloomy winter Saturdays with me 

over the board and teaching me more advanced chess strate-

gies. If I got two wins out of ten from him, I was happy.   

 

I hear you have a nice collection of chess sets as well. 

Would you tell us about a few of them? 

 

Chess sets. Growing up, I had a cheap lightweight set. I didnôt 

know any better. In the early 1990ôs, I went to the town of Hun-

tington on the north shore of Long Island to visit a store called 

YOUR MOVE. I was stunned at the size of the store that was 

devoted to chess and other board games. This store is now locat-

ed in my hometown of Massapequa under the new name Your 

Move Chess & Games or on the internet as CHESS USA. I got a 

nice boxwood Reykjavik set with a 3.75ò king, along with a 

Drueke board #63, which came in a nice red cloth, board carrier 

with the name DRUEKE embroidered in yellow. I havenôt seen 

one since. I still have this today. I also have a prototype set in 

ebony with a 4ò king which was the forerunner of Frank Camarat-

taôs House of Staunton Collectors series. I emailed Frank some 

pictures and he has confirmed this. I also reached out to two 

manufacturers in India who have also confirmed the set. The 

internet is a dangerous place for chess collectorsélol, but I have 
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found some unbelievable deals. I do have three House of Staun-

ton sets with the nice, fitted briefcase, 4ò,4.4ò both in ebony, and 

one set 3.75ò in Indian Rosewood. I also have all three sets of 

the WE Ultimate versions of 1, 2 and 3. Great plastic sets. I donôt 

own any what you would call ñvaluableò like a Jaques level set. If 

I hit the lotto, maybe an 1860ôs era set would be nice! I have a 

nice Drueke board #64 I found on Facebook for a steal. That was 

a very fortunate find. So, the internet kind of fuels the thrill of the 

hunt. An interesting side note about chess set collecting: in the 

early 90ôs I had the good fortune to meet Floyd Sarisohn, of 

Commack, Long Island. Floyd was one of the most well-known 

collectors of chess sets in the nation and lived 30 minutes from 

me. I got myself invited to his home somehow and was intro-

duced to the world of chess set collecting. I really had no idea 

what was in store for me that day. His lovely wife served us milk 

and Pepperidge Farm chess cookies, and I got a tour of their 

home with about a thousand chess sets which were displayed on 

shelving on every wall and in every room in the house. Amazing 

to say the least. Floyd passed in 2024 at the age of 95. 

 

Whatôs your most prized possession?  

 

Prized set: I have a very nice Drueke #4466 set I bought from 

Chuck Grau from Facebook. Social media is a great place to 

make friends with like interests. Thatôs how you and I met.  

 

 

Any close encounters with sharks? Or just book sharks? 

 

I have been on many shark dives. Every year in the Jupiter area 

of Florida, the lemon sharks migrate. There are hundreds milling 

about. Also, the wrecks off of North Carolina are where hundreds 

of sand tiger sharks congregate for giving birth. Big pregnant 

sand tigers are about 12-14ô long. It is quite the sight to see! I 

also have a large fossil shark tooth collection from diving the 

West coast of Florida. 

 

From our phone conversation you mentioned you had some 

megalodon teeth that you found. How big are the teeth and 

how big would that estimate the megalodon to be? 

 

I have been diving for shark teeth for over 20 years or so on the 

west coast of Florida. I have some really nice megs, tiger, sand 

tiger, mako and a host of others. I have a 5" megalodon tooth, 

which would make it about a 50' shark! 

Do you have a favorite quote or two? 

 

Favorite quote: someone once said that chess could never be a 

hobby. Well, chess is certainly a hobby for me, one of my great-

est pastime pleasures. 

 

Hikaru Nakamura has been one of my favorite players of 

recent times. What was it like meeting him and his stepfather 

Sunil Weeramantry? 
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Meeting Hikaru and his dad was great. I did get his dad to sign 

his book and Hikaru signed my chess board! Here in Broward 

County Florida, there is a chess program called Mayorsô Chess 

Challenge. Once a month, chess players and the mayor of each 

local town gather at the local hall for a day of chess. I have 

played some of the mayors and locals for a great sharing of 

chess. Hikaru and his dad showed up for the Mayorsô Challenge 

here in Sunrise, Florida, a couple of years ago. 

Lance with signed copy by the authors Sunil Weeramantry and Robert McLellan and 

Hikaru Nakamura who signed my chess board. 

Lance playing the mayor of Fort Lauderdale Dean Trantalis at the annual Mayors 

Chess Challenge. 

 

As we spoke on the phone, we not only have similar tastes 

in chess books, but also music. Who are some of your favor-

ite musicians/groups? Any good music stories? 

 

My musical taste is quite eclectic. Having two older brothers 

growing up got me into the best of the 60s and 70s classic rock. I 

feel lucky to have grown up during this time, and I was able to 

see fantastic shows at many famous venues such as Madison 

Square Garden, Nassau coliseum, the Hollywood Sportatorium, 

Miami Marine Stadium, Radio City Music Hall and such. My fa-

vorites include, but not limited to: Dylan, the Dead, Led Zeppelin, 

Lynyrd Skynyrd, Marshall Tucker, the Allmans, Pink Floyd, Yes, 

the Doors, Frank Zappa, the Who, the Kinks, the Beatles, Rolling 

Stones, Jimmy Buffet, Bob Marley, Tom Petty, and ELO. Also, all 

the country artists that would be considered classic, Waylon, 

Willie, Vern Gosdn, Don Williams, Hank Williams, JR and SR., 

Charlie Daniels, and the whole bunch in that era. Pop groups like 

the Monkees and rock like Steppenwolf and Blue Oyster Cult, the 

list goes on and on.  

 

Thank you for the interview it was great to hear your stories. 

 

Youôre welcome. Here are a few more pictures from my library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(L) Chess Players Manual CHD Gossip 1886 edition 

(R) Chess Players Handbook by Howard Staunton 1888 edition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 volume set Hosted on British TV 

This is NEMO... My nemesis..... Beats me...even with Black.... 
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The 1984 Midwest Masters Invitational ï Part 1 
 

By Robert Irons 

The second Midwest Masters Invitational Chess tournament took 
place in the International House on the campus of the University 
of Chicago over the second weekend in March 1984. The Inter-
national House has a most charming history; it was founded by 
Harry Edmonds, who, as a young man working for the YMCA in 
1909, was on the campus of Columbia University when he hap-
pened to pass by a young Chinese student outside the library. 
Harry shared a casual ñGood morningò with the student, who in 
turn replied, ñIôve been in New York three weeks, and you are the 
first person who has spoken to me.ò Struck by the studentôs feel-
ings of loneliness and isolation, he and his wife Florence started 
having afternoon teas and Sunday suppers for international stu-
dents living in New York City. In 1911, Edmonds opened the 
Cosmopolitan College Club, offering excursions, social events, 
and housing assistance to international students.  
 
Edmonds used his relationship with John D. Rockefeller Jr. to 
convince him to open what became the first International House 
in New York City. At a cost of $3 million to build, it opened in 
1924, serving about 500 students, with Edmonds as its first direc-
tor. It was such a success that Edmonds and Rockefeller extend-
ed the idea, building International Houses on the campuses at 
Berkeley in 1930, at Chicago in 1932, and at Paris in 1936. As of  

 
 

Top: Paul Kuroda, Michael Brooks. Bottom: Leonid Kaushansky.  

 

today, International Houses Worldwide is a partnership of 15 
International Houses, serving over 9,000 students from over 125 
countries. While they are financially and organizationally inde-
pendent, they all share the International House pledge: 
 
As light begets light, so love, friendship and goodwill are passed 
from one to another. We who have come from many nations to 
live in one fellowship at International House promise one another 
to pass the light wherever we go. 
 
The tournament, as for the first MMI, was organized once again 
by Helen Warren and directed by Walter Brown. It is a testament 
to these two principals that a full 20 players from the prior tourna-
ment entered this second one. There were, however, some sig-
nificant changes this time around. 
 
The field rose in size from 36 to 43 players, the number of mas-
ters increased from 23 to 34, and the average pre-tournament 
rating of the players climbed by 30 points! Ten states were repre-
sented by the players, listed here in descending order by their 
pre-tournament rating. 
 
Player Pre-Tournament Elo 
Brooks, Michael 2490 
Odendahl, Steven 2437 
Sprenkle, David 2429 
Kuroda, Paul 2413 
Zelkind, Eduard 2410 
Kaushansky, Leonid 2388 
Martinovsky, Gene 2379 
Rose, John 2354 
Chow, Albert 2348 
Moore, Thomas 2345 
Unger, Tom 2331 
Giles, Morris 2327 
Berchenko, Sergey 2316 
Lindsay, Fred 2310 
Savage, Allen 2309 
Finegold, Ben 2307 
Dandridge, Marvin 2306 
Weiss, Mitchell 2305 
Miller, Todd 2291 
Eckert, Doug 2290 
Pelts, Peter 2280 
VanMeter, Lester 2270 
Chachere, Lawrence 2268 
Tomas, John 2267 
Colias, Billy 2257 
Dubin, Aaron 2244 
Mohr, Ken 2239 
Stevanovic, Miomir 2233 
Ellis, James 2226 
Hudson, Steven 2224 
Myers, Hugh 2212 
Wallach, Ken 2210 
Karklins, Erik 2209 
Schiller, Eric 2207 
Sandrin, Angelo 2199 
Sage, Timothy 2199 
Mills, James 2172 
Lief, Adam 2163 
Frumkin, Edward 2161 
Bereolos, Peter 2149 
Szpisjak, Steven 2138 
Redman, Timothy 2092 
Zelkind, Mike 1848 
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As with the first MMI held in 1982, the action took place over five 
rounds, with the first round being held on Friday March 9th, 
rounds two and three on Saturday the 10th, and the final two 
rounds on Sunday the 11th.  
 
Round 1 
The tournament began with fireworks; of the 21 games recorded, 
19 ended decisively. The Best Game prize was won by the first-
round game Moore ï Mills, which was worthy of being included in 
Informant 37. Eckert and Odendahl played a solid game until the 
30th move, when they traded mistakes. Eckert insisted on mak-
ing the last one on move 31, whereupon Odendahl showed him 
that his back rank was weak. Szpisjak had a decent advantage 
against Pelts until he grabbed a poisoned pawn. It only took three 
moves for Pelts to make his point (pun intended). Myers chose 
an odd flank opening against Giles, who took over the center with 
pawns supported by his minor pieces. On his 19th move Myers 
misplaced his queen, and Giles took over the initiative. Nine 
moves later he skewered a rook, and Myers waved the white 
flag. Ben Finegold showed Eric Schiller that it only takes one bad 
move to spoil the efforts of 40 good moves. Finegold won a Q+P 
ending 22 moves later. Van Meter was taught the same lesson 
by Kuroda, who only required 15 moves to win the R+B+P end-
ing. Lief made one bad pawn move under pressure, and his 
game quickly collapsed. Savage ï Sage is a drunken slugfest, 
with both players teetering for eight full moves before Sage 
makes the final mistake. 

Foreground: Eugene Martinovsky, James Ellis. Rear: Michael Brooks, 
John Tomas, Ken Mohr. 

 
Ellis,James S - Martinovsky,Eugene Simeon (2230) [B17] 
Midwest Masters-B Chicago (1), 1984 
[Irons,Robert] 
 
1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 dxe4 4.Nxe4 Nd7 5.Bc4 Ngf6 6.Ng5 e6 7.Qe2 
Nb6 8.Bd3 c5 9.dxc5 Bxc5 10.N1f3 h6 11.Ne4 Nbd7 12.Bf4 0ï0 
13.0ï0ï0 Qb6 14.Nxc5 Nxc5 15.Bd6 Re8 16.Ne5 Nxd3+ 17.Rxd3 
Bd7 18.Nxd7 Nxd7  19.Bf4  Qa6 20.Qh5?! [20.Kb1] 20...Nf6 
21.Qh4?ï+  [21.Qe5 Qxa2 22.Ra3 Qd5 23.Rg3] 21...Qxa2 22.Bxh6 
Qa1+ 23.Kd2 Qa5+ 24.Kc1 Qa1+ 25.Kd2 Qa5+ 26.Kc1 Qh5 
27.Qxh5 Nxh5 28.Bg5 f6 29.Be3 f5 30.Bg5 b5 31.g4 fxg4 32.Rg1 g3 
33.hxg3 a5 34.Rd7 a4?  [34...Rf8=]  35.Rh1 Nf6 36.Bxf6 gxf6 
37.Rhh7?!=  [37.Rh6 ]  37...b4 38.Rhg7+ Kh8 39.Kb1 Red8 
40.Rh7+ Kg8 41.Rdg7+ Kf8 42.Rb7 Kg8 
İïİ 
 
 
Eckert,Doug D - Odendahl,Steven M (2380) [A61] 
Midwest Masters-B Chicago (1), 1984 
[Irons,Robert] 
 
1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 e6 3.c4 c5 4.d5 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Nc3 g6 7.Bg5 Bg7 
8.e3 h6 9.Bh4 g5 10.Bg3 Nh5 11.Bd3 Qe7 12.Qa4+ Nd7 13.Nd2 
Nxg3 14.hxg3 a6 15.Qc2 b5 16.a4 c4 17.Be2 Rb8 18.axb5 axb5 
19.Ra5 b4 20.Nb5 c3 21.bxc3 bxc3 22.Ne4 0ï0 23.Nexc3 Nc5 24.0ï0 
Bd7 25.Ra7 Rfc8 26.Bg4 Qd8 27.Bxd7 Nxd7 28.Qd2 Ne5 29.Nd4 
Qb6 30.Rfa1?ï+  

XABCDEFGHY  
8- trr+ - +k+(  
7tR- + - +pvl - '  
6- wq- zp- + - zp& 
5+ - +Psn - zp- % 
4- + - sN- + - +$  
3+ - sN- zP- zP- # 
2- + - wQ- zPP+"  
1tR- + - + - mK- !  
xabcdefghy  

[Either 30.Raa1 or 30.Ra2 are better than the text. Odendahl miss-

es his first opportunity, but makes the most of the second. 

30...Qb4? Black wins with 30...Rxc3! 31.Qxc3 Qxa7 32.Rxa7 Rb1+ 
33.Kh2 Ng4+ 34.Kh3 Nxf2+ 35.Kh2 Rh1#] 31.Ne4? [31.Nde2=] 
31...Qb1+! [The back rank weakness does Eckert in.] 0ï1 

Redman,Timothy P - Chachere,Lawrence [B96] 
Midwest Masters-B Chicago (1), 1984 
[Irons,Robert] 
 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Bg5 e6 7.f4 Qc7 
8.Qf3  b5  9.Bd3  Nbd7  10.Qh3  Bb7  11.a3  0ï0ï0 12.Bh4 Nc5 
13.0ï0ï0 Be7 14.Rhe1 Kb8 15.Qe3 Rc8 16.Bg3 Ka8 17.h3 Rhd8 
18.Bf2 Kb8 19.g4 d5?!  [19...Nfd7 ]  20.e5 Nfe4 21.Bxe4 dxe4 
22.Kb1 Ba8 23.Nde2 Bd5 24.Rd2 Qb7 25.Red1 a5 26.Nxd5 exd5 
27.Nc3 b4?+ï [27...Nd3! 28.cxd3 d4 29.Qxe4 dxc3 30.Qxb7+ Kxb7 
31.Rc2 cxb2 32.Rxc8 Rxc8 33.Kxb2 Rd8]  28.axb4?=  [28.Nxd5+ï]  
28...axb4 29.Nxd5 Bf8?+ï  29...b3=  30.b3 Nd7 31.Nb6 Bc5 
32.Nxd7+ Rxd7 33.Rxd7 Qa6 34.Qg3 Qc6 35.Bxc5 Qxc5 36.Qg2 
Qc6 37.Qd2 e3 38.Qd6+ [38.Qxb4+ Ka8 39.Qa3+ Kb8 40.Qa7#]  
38...Qxd6 39.exd6 e2 40.Re1  1ï0 
 
Pelts,Peter - Szpisjak,Steven [B87] 
Midwest Masters-B Chicago (1), 1984 
[Irons,Robert] 
 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Bc4 e6 7.Bb3 b5 
8.f4 Be7 9.f5 e5 10.Nde2 Bb7 11.Ng3 Nbd7 12.Bg5 Rc8 13.Bxf6 
Nxf6 14.Nh5  

XABCDEFGHY  
8- +rwqk+ - tr(  
7+l+ - vlpzpp'  
6p+ - zp- sn- +&  
5+p+ - zpP+N%  
4- + - +P+ - +$  
3+LsN - + - + - # 
2PzPP+ - +PzP"  
1tR- +QmK - +R!  
xabcdefghy  

14...Nxh5?=  [14...Rxc3! 15.Nxf6+ Bxf6 16.bxc3 Bxe4 ] 15.Qxh5 0ï
0 16.0ï0ï0?!  [16.Qe2 Rxc3 17.bxc3 Qa8 18.a4 Bxe4 19.axb5 Bxg2 
20.Rg1 Bh4+ 21.Kd2 Bg5+ 22.Ke1=] 16...Rxc3 17.bxc3 Bxe4 
18.Rhe1 Bxg2??  [18...Qa8 ]  19.Rg1 Bb7 20.Qh6 Bf6 21.Rxg7+ 
[21.Rxg7+ Bxg7 (21...Kh8 22.Qxh7#) 22.Rg1 with mate to follow.] 
1ï0 
 
Myers,Hugh Edward - Giles,Morris [A00] 
Midwest Masters-B Chicago (1), 1984 
[Irons,Robert] 
 
1.Nc3 c5 2.g4!? [Given Giles' reputation as a tactician, this is a bit 
of poking the bear.]  2...d5 3.Bg2 d4 4.Ne4 e5 5.g5 h6 6.h4 Nc6 


