In the Limelight: 2022 World Correspondence Chess Champion Jon Edwards

GM Jon Edwards has recently become the World Corre-
spondence Chess Champion! What an amazing feat! Cor-
respondence chess has been a part of my life since 1982
when | first found out about it. Did | ever have aspirations
to become the World Champion? I'm sure it crossed my
mind at some point... at least, until | lost my first game.
Ha, Ha! Unlike me, however, Correspondence GM Jon
Edwards had aspirations to become World Champion and
was able to accomplish this amazing goal. Jon made three
legitimate attempts at the World title and the third time was
the charm. Jon was nice enough to allow us to interview
him this past November.

Please tell us a bit about yourself and your family.
Cheryl and | have lived in Pennington, NJ for more than 30
years. Cheryl teaches English to young learners in China.
Our oldest is a screenwriter in Los Angeles. Our youngest
is a threat analyst for African affairs at Accenture and the
State Department.

You say Cheryl teaches English to young learners in
China. Does that mean she travels to China to do this

or does she teach Chinese people English in NJ?
She teaches via Zoom from right here in NJ. Strange
hours, though.

Is there anything your oldest has done that we might
all have seen on TV or the movies?

Aaron just won the Gold Prize for Sci-Fi Features at the
Page Awards for “Adrift.” He made the Blood List in 2021.
And worked on “David Makes Man”

Did you go to college? If so what did you major in?
How does it apply to what you do today? What do you
do for a living now or what have you done in the past?
| graduated from Princeton University in 1975 in History
and Economics. | got my MA and PhD in Ethiopian Eco-
nomic History from Michigan State University. While | was
at MSU, | coordinated Computer Assisted Instruction, and
that led to a job as a Senior Technical Editor at BYTE
Magazine in 1984. There, | managed the huge Review
Department. | left there for Princeton University in 1986,
where | served first as AVP for Computing and Information
Technology and later as Coordinator of Institutional Com-
munication.

Along the way, | learned useful skills, how to do research,
how to communicate well, how to use software tools, and
how to make the most of high-performance computing, all
useful and frankly necessary skills for the correspondence
chess we play today.

Obviously when getting your PhD in
Ethopian Economic History you didn't plan to go work
for BYTE. Were you planning to be a college profes-
sor?

Yes. But computing offered MUCH more money, and | had
a family to support.

How does Chess fit in your life? Who taught you?

It has always been there. | started meaningfully in 4"
grade... | got sick with mono and had to stay in bed for a
year. To help me survive the boredom, my father brought
me a different chess book every week. The important part:
I had plenty of time and | read all the books! My parents
then brought in my great Uncle, Joseph Platz, a very
strong master who had been taught by Emanuel Lasker.
When | was a teen, we moved to Massachusetts where |
attended the Fitchburg Chess Club and Stephan Ger-
zadowicz provided very useful instruction that tempered
my youthful aggression with far better positional under-
standing.
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| stopped playing during Graduate School and in fact,
Cheryl did not know that | was a chess player when we
married! As soon as | left graduate school, | had much
more time on my hands and started playing again. When
we started a family, | began playing correspondence chess
so that | could play and still be a good daddy.

How did your wife feel when she learned you played
chess? Did she have concerns about being a “chess
widow?”

In retrospect, she took it pretty well. Once we had kids, |
was mostly still home, playing correspondence chess.

Joseph Platz was a member of the Manhattan Chess
Club. Did you play there growing up?
No

| have read some of Stephen Gerzadowicz’s books (he
even published one of my games in his book Thinker’s
Chess) and his quips and quotes made a fun impres-
sion on me. Did his writing affect how you have writ-
ten chess books?

Of course... see The Chess Analyst, chapter 16.

We know you play correspondence but how much
over the board chess do you play?
| took up correspondence chess primarily to help me im-

prove my OTB game. | played in most of the major New
England tournaments as a youngster and when we lived in
NH. But over time, the demands of work at Princeton
made that tougher, and by then, | had a heavy corre-
spondence load that filled my time. These days, | play in
one OTB event a year, the US Amateur Team East. This
year, my teammates of 30 years are naming the team
World Champion on Board Two.

This just begs the question, If you are the USATE
board 2, who is your board 1?

A very cool guy named Derrick Higgins, who flies in yearly
from Chicago.

This issue has a theme of art in chess. What springs
to mind when you think about Chess Art? (chess sets,
art like pictures, paintings and drawings, a combina-
tion, an ending, a specific move)

| have assembled what is very likely the largest collection
of Chess on Stamps in the world, a collection that spans
nearly 200 large albums. One of the sub-themes is The Art
of Chess. | am happy to provide some lovely scans for you
if you would like. It's a separate passion. | have been
President of COSSU (The Chess-on-Stamp Study Unit)
and editor of its quarterly publication, the Chesstamp Re-
view. | am happy to provide a free issue to any of your
readers who requests it.

|
L NEW: SSS Bonus... Chesstamp singles sale
|

- https://drive.qgoogle.com/file/d/1xSf85JLONIJQ4zUp2iJVEEVT RFCIlj6U/view?usp=sharing

||
:- Chesstamp Review #186
||

m https://drive.google.com/file/d/1 _3FRoyl5KI9X18 1juF48rDvxq2RoxI9/view?usp=sharing

|
a8 Chesstamp Review Article Index (1-186)
i (Note the following is a pdf of an Excel Spreadsheet)




Chesstamp Review #182:
https://drive.qgoogle.com/file/d/1TbDzavWL1hq0gsGUK-S98SrnQutiqBdy/view ?usp=sharin

From Jon’s collection named Album 14 France
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I also ran into two offerings in Amazon, 2011 and 2012
Chess Stamp Review. Were these the only two or were
there more?

Just those... but you now have links to all of our recent
issues.

i -
L
-

il |
Chesstamp Review 2011 -

Kindle edition by Edwards, Jon. Humor & Entertainment
Kindle eBooks @ Amazon.com.

We would love some scans. Also is there a website we
can link here for anyone who wants to check this out
more?

| have not updated the web site in many years... but | just
sent you the links | distribute to members. See inset
above.

You have written several books on Chess. What in-
spires you? What inspires you to write?

It's certainly not for the money! | believe that annotating
your own games sharpens your focus. When | retired, |
annotated in detail all 480 games in the 1950 Dubrovnik
Olympiad. | was forced to confront a wide range of open-
ings and | found that my chess vision was markedly im-
proved. Sadly, | never published that effort, but perhaps
someday soon. | also wrote and self-published for the Kin-
dle a series of 44 books that covered my opening reper-
toire. Those have become extremely useful to distribute as
homework for my students.

We really hope you find time to publish the 1950 Du-
brovnik Olympiad. Tournament books are a favorite
genre for me and many of our readers. How many stu-
dents do you typically teach? Are your teaching for all
levels or more specialized?

| have 11 private students... all by Zoom.
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And | teach a large group of youngsters on Wednesdays...
a beginner group and an intermediate group. Many years
ago | taught chess to a youngster, whose mother is now
organizing the sessions. We split the revenue so that she
has an enormous incentive to pack the room. And that she

this effort, which | think was unique in its scope, at least at
that time.

Who is your favorite author? Favorite book? Poetry?
I’'m not a fan of poetry. But my favorite chess author is

does!

What has been your
greatest success in
writing? In writing in
Chess?

Its hard to define my
greatest success among
my books. | am proudest
of The Chess Analyst
which covered the early
years of my correspond-
ence chess career lead-
ing up to my win in the
10™ US Championship.
ChessBase = Complete
was the best seller, rais-
ing enough in royalties
to pay for a college se-
mester bill.

What has been your
greatest writing chal-
lenge?

| am very fond of the-
matic chess books and

A few highlights of Jon’s chess career:

World Champion (2022)
International Correspondence Grandmaster (GM), 2022
2016 US Amateur East, 1* place tie (OTB).
ICCF 2015 US Invitational GM norm (5 way 1* place tie)
Senior International Correspondence Master, 2003
International Correspondence Chess Master, 2000

8™ North American Invitational Correspondence Chess Champion-
ship (1999), 1* place

Senior International Master (SIM), 1999 (One GM norm)
10" United States Correspondence Championship (1997), 1% place

Four time winner of the APCT (American Postal Chess Tourna-
ments) Championship

APCT Game of the Year Award (1996, 1997)
International Master (IM), 1997
United States Correspondence Chess Olympiad team
Chess Life for Kids “You can do it” columnist

American Chess Magazine “Chess Tech”

easy: Cecil Purdy.

If Purdy was your favorite
author | am sure you
knew Robert “Bob” Long
who updated and reis-
sued a bunch of Purdy’s
work. Didn’t Bob have
you come as a duest
speaker to one of his
chess festivals?

Yes twice. Once (perhaps
twice) about hedgehog for-
mations

What is it about Purdy’s
writings that draws you
in?

Clarity!

What is your chess library
like?

| stopped counting at 5,000
books. The upstairs library
contains older material, no-
tably including a nearly

so, | am very proud of Sacking the Citadel which explored
the classic bishop sacrifice on h7. That effort required
some innovating research to identify all of the games, it
involved historical research on chess, and it required a
very careful assessment of the extant literature. | wanted
to convey that sacrifices could be studied and understood
very much like opening theory. My personal hope is that
now, in the wake of my correspondence success, chess
players will rediscover that book.

I do have both The Chess Analyst and Sacking the Cit-
adel. | have read the former and unfortunately have
not gotten to the latter yet.

Chapter 5 is the key, my comprehensive taxonomy of the
sacrifice.

Yasser Seirawan had a book back in the early 1990s
called Take My Rooks. Were you familiar with this
book? If so did you take any inspiration from it when
writing Sacking the Citadel?

Have read his book, but no, it was not an inspiration for

complete run of the British Chess Magazine, Deutsch
SchachZeitung, Fernschach, and Chess. | have most tour-
naments books and biographies back to the 1880s, and
everything that | could find about both endgames and cor-
respondence chess.

Have you moved more electronic than paper for re-
search?

| have relatively few current books about chess openings
and yes, | rely upon database research almost exclusively.
Still, when a key game appears in the database research,
it is so very important to find the game in its original
sources and review the original annotations.

There is also something fulfilling, at least to me, about
finding that game or item you’re looking for in the
hardcopy library. Maybe it comes to me as | am a
chemist by trade so research is my favorite part of my
work and playing correspondence chess.

If you read about chess what aspect draws you in
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most? History, openings, endings, biographies, etc?

| have not read every book in my library and indeed, it's a
growing collection as much as it is a comprehensive refer-
ence library. But | am always reading something. Biog-
raphies and tournament books are important, but | still
adore endgame studies.

Do you have a favorite chess book? If so what is it?
I've long been fond of Larsen’s Selected Games. It had a
substantial impact on my chess early on. | have since em-
braced the philosophies of Petrosian, but | am hard
pressed to think of a specific book that correctly captures
the importance of Petrosian.

Here are three photos from Jon'’s library.

Is there a book that you read and your understanding
of the game was greatly improved?

Not so much a book, but a single game, Joppen-Petrosian,
Belgrade 1954. The final sequence of that game changed

my understanding of how to think in a chess game. | have
the feeling that Joppen lost that game without any under-
standing of what he had done wrong. | also suspect that
Petrosian saw the final 20 moves without having to devote
many neurons to the effort. The key was understanding
the importance of maneuvering within a fixed structure,

tablishing the correct sequence for exchanges and the
repositioning of pieces. | annotated the game in the Chess
Life cover story, Feb 2018;




Joppen,Egon - Petrosian,Tigran V [C16]
Belgrade (11), 1954

1l.e4 €6 2.d4 d5 3./2c3 Ab4 4.e5 b6 5.%g4 Af8 6.0 f3
Wd7 7.0b5 Ncb6 8.c3 a6 9.Ha3 f5 10.%g3 A xa3
11.bxa3 Qb7 12.ng5 0-0-0 13.h4 Nh6 14.8.d3 HbS
15.%f3 O\f7 16.H)h3 g6 17.We2 a7 18.0.85 Hxg5
19.3xg5 h6 20.0h3 We7 21.0f4 g5 22.,0h3 ¥xa3
23.%d2 We7 24.0-0-0 Hdgs 25.%b1 Ha5 26.hxg5 hxg5
27.f4 g4 28..0\g5
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This is the critical position Jon is referring to. Materially
black has an additional pawn. White has a better bishop,
there is a contest on the h-file with the rooks, and the
white knight seems better than the black knight.

Bc6 Attempting to improve the bishop. 29.%/b2 Hc4 Get-
ting off the rim and setting sites for €3 and g2. 30.%b4
Wd7 31.Q.xc4 a5! 32.%b2 not Wb2 as fa4! wins. dxc4
33.%%d2 QA.d5 Securing its spot in the pawn chain, looking
after e6 and looking toward g2 and h1. 34.Hdgl ¥c6
35.Xxh8 Exh8 36.g3 We8 37.&b2 ¥h5 headed to h2.
38.%c2 Wh2 39.%xh2 Exh2+ 40.&b1 a6
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Do you miss the days of the actual postcard or do you
prefer server?

Of course not! The postcards were often lost, sometimes
damaged, and increasingly expensive. However, as a phi-

latelist, | have assembled an almost complete collection of
correspondence chess played on every postal card type.
Chess players have always been amazing, finding any
way to play the game. The server is accurate, moves are
never lost, no cheating is possible, and it's a whole ot less
expensive.

You have written a book on ChessBase. Was writing
the book just a natural follow-up to your use of the
program or did you have to do a lot of research to
write the book? How much would you say, using
ChessBase, helped you win the World Correspond-
ence Chess Championship?

| worked for ChessBase USA for a couple of years as an
author back when the program was on version 4 and posi-
tional searches required a separate application, Motif, with
its own programming language. By version 13, the pro-
gram was much easier to use but its manual was hard to
digest. | wrote the whole book in ten days during a vaca-
tion from work. The application was relatively simple back
then, and | knew it very well. ChessBase has since added
new features, many of which are very cool additions, nota-
bly Livebook, Let's Check, and all the Cloud support. So, |
added a supplement to cover the later versions. At work, |
used the Office suite from Microsoft all day long. These
days, | use ChessBase 12+ a day. It's hard to say that
ChessBase gave me an advantage because | suspect that
all professional chess players today are using it compre-
hensively.

Chessbase seems to be putting out new versions very
regularly. Any thoughts about putting out another
supplement to cover the latest versions?

Have not heard that Hanon Russel wants another supple-
ment... he has an inventory that governs such requests.

Meanwhile, with my time under such stress, | am far more
inclined to write Chess Analyst, part 2.

That would be exciting as the original Chess Analyst
was such an enjoyable book.

Do you have a favorite opening? Ending?

| still love the Bishop’s Opening and its theory, but it
doesn’t stand up to correspondence chess scrutiny. | am
very partial to rook and bishop of opposite color end-
games, and | have found several opening novelties that
steer the game in that direction.

Do you have a favorite game you have played?

Among my own games, Edwards-Hayward APCT 1991
has 13 sacrifices! | annotated it in The Chess Analyst.
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Edwards, J (2395) - Hayward,K (2275) [C13]

APCT, 1991

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.0¢c3 1f6 4.0.85 Ae7 5.e5 Hfd7 6.h4
offering the first sacrifice of the game. Q. xg5 7.hxg5 &xg5
8.0 h3 ¥e7 9.,20f4c6 N
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13.9.xb5 Qa6 14.H xc6 Dyxc6 15.H\cxd5 exd5 16.H)\xd5
Wd8 17.e6 Hf8 18.Wf4 N6 19./\xf6 Hg7 20.H)xh5+
Sacrifice seven Hxh5 21.%/xf7+ Hh6 22.g4 g5+ 23.f4
Wxg4 24.Hdgl Qe2 25.e7 Hxe7 26.Hxh5+ Wxh5
27.%xe7 Hc8 28.f5
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Heg4 29.We3+ Wg5 30.Wxg5+ Hxg5 31.fxg6 Hcb 32.g7
Hgb6 33.c4 Hxg7 34.b3 &f4 35.Hb2 Eh7 36.&a3 Af3
37.8b4 Pe3 38.Hc3 a5 39.Hel+ Hf4 40.d5 Eh2 41.a3
Hed 42.FHd4 Bd2+ 43.%c5 Hd3 44.b4 Exa3 45.b5 Hc3

46.d6 Hd3 47.b6 1-0

How many correspondence games would you normal-
ly have going on at a time? What did you find was
your limit at one time? How many were too few?

Too many? 20, and that can happen. | was in the middle of
the Final when the Correspondence Chess Olympiad start-
ed. I'm happy to say that our team just clinched a medal
and clinched a seed into the next Olympiad Final! Another
medal. Yippee!

Too few? Zero. | cannot imagine it!

| was invited to play in the WF33 just two days after the
WF32 ended. | postponed my entry, because | truly need a
break. World Champions are permitted to enter the Candi-
dates, a really nice perk!

Take us though the typical process you follow when
making a move in correspondence chess.

A good bit of it is quite banal, making certain that | analyze
the right position and make the intended move. As for the
actual steps during the analysis, that's a bit like asking
McDonald’s for the recipe for their secret sauce.

Do you have any internal life rules you always apply to
chess and the move making process?
Absolutely. Turn off the TV!

At what point in your chess career did you decide to
go after the World Championship? How did that deci-
sion change your life prior to winning/after winning?

| tried after | won the North American Invitational, but |
placed well off the lead in the subsequent Candidates.
When | retired in 2010, | tried again, placing second in a
semi-final, then second in the Candidates, and of course
then first in the WF-32. The pandemic kept us home, but |
had something cool to do. This was my goal in retirement.
The odds were way against me, but here we are.

If you won a physical award for the World Champion-
ship do you have a picture you would share with us of
you and that award?

Cheryl and | will be traveling to Amsterdam next summer
to pick up my engraved silver platter and medal, my GM
certificate and medal, and my Olympiad medal (the US
just placed in the 23rd Correspondence Chess Olympiad).
Ouir first trip in years!

What did winning the World Championship mean to
you?

It's extremely satisfying, but also life changing. | accom-
plished a major life goal, and | am really proud of that, but
I’'m getting, suddenly, receiving multiple requests every
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day, tons of e-mails, mostly kind ones, lots of phone calls,
and all sorts of invitations. | am still playing in the very
strong Kurt Stein Memorial, but it has become tough to
block off the time that | need to keep playing. | need to
come back to earth and restore a better balance.

It has long been said that there’s no money in chess ex-
cept at the very top. It's pretty clear that for correspond-

ence chess, there’s no money at the top either

What will your chess legacy be?

Kasparov's My Great Predecessors hypothesized that
every champion brings something new to the game. If
that’s true in this case, it's an effective marriage of chess
with a honed understanding of high-performance compu-
ting.

Do you have a favorite quote?

| love the scene in Stardust Memories when an alien tells
Woody Allen: “I love all of your movies, especially the early
funny ones.”

Thank you for agreeing to this interview. It has been
an honor to get to know you a bit better. Congratula-
tions again on the amazing accomplishment! Any final
parting words for our audience?

You are most welcome. | think we covered it well.
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World Championship Final 32 has finished

Saturday, 08 October 2022: after over two years of play

The World Champion is Edwards, Jon (USA)

Here are two wins and a draw Jon had in the tournament:

Edwards,Jon (2525) - Michalek,Miroslav (2480) [B90]
WC32/final ICCF, 20.06.2020

l.e4 c5 2.0f3 d6 3.d4 cxd4d 4.Dxd4 D6 5..0)c3 a6
6.9e3 e5 7.,0b3 Qe6 8.£3 h5 9.,Ad5 A.xd5 10.exd5
Hbd7 11.%d2 g6 12.4e2 £g7 13.0-0 b6 14.h3 0-0
15.a4 Wc7 16.Hh2 Hfe8 17.g3 Hec8 18.c4 /N5
19.53xc5 bxc5 20.Kabl Hab8 21.b3 ¥e7 22.&g2 Hb7
23.8d1 He8 24.g¢4 hxg4 25.hxg4s Wd7 26.%e2 Heb8
27.Bel e4 28.f4 /Hh7 29.g5 5 30.&%d2 Wc7 31.8h1 &f7
32.2xh7 1-0

Edwards,Jon (2525) - Bock,Steffen (2562) [C47]
WC32/final ICCF, 20.06.2020

l.e4 e5 2.50¢c3 Hf6 3.g3 d5 4.exd5 Hxd5 5.082 Hxc3
6.bxc3 H.c5 7..0f3 Hc6 8.0-0 0-0 9.Hel h6 10.d3 He8
11.8e3 Ab6 12.,hd2 Qa5 13.c4 Wf6 14.Hed g6
15.8d2 Qg4 16.f3 Axd2 17.%xd2 Af5 18.Habl b6

19.0c3 Had8 20.0b5 He7 21.%f2 Hde8 22.h3 &f6
23.24 Hh8 24.c5 g5 25.Hh2 Hg8 26.f4 gxf4 27.gxf4
bxc5 28.fxe5 Hxe5 29.%h1 1-0

Edwards,Jon (2525) - Akdag,Murat (2574) [C42]
WC32/final ICCF, 20.06.2020

1.e4 e5 2.0 f3 Nf6 3..axe5 d6 4.0\f3 Hixedq 5.d4 d5
6.8d3 Hd6 7.0-0 0-0 8.c4 c6 9.c2 Na6 10.a3 Ng4
11.5He5 f xe5 12.dxe5 Hacs 13.f3 Hxd3 14. W xd3 Hc5
15.%d4 Hb3 16.Wxg4 Hxal 17.4h6 g6 18.0c3 Hb3
19. A xf8 Wxf8 20.cxd5 cxd5 21.%Hh1 We7 22.f4 Web
23.%g3 Wc6 24.f5 Hf8 25.%h4 Wc4 26.5Hf4 Wc7
27.£xg6 hxg6 28.%f6 ¥c6 29.%g5 He8 30.Hf6 Heb6
31.Hxe6 ¥xe6 32.%d8+ Hg7 33.%xd5 Wf5 34.h3 W1+
35.%h2 Wf4+ 36.g3 We3 37.Wes W2+ 38.%g2 Wf5
39.€6 Wxe6 40.xb7 We3 41.%e4 W2+ 42.%g2 Wd4
43.%e2 Nd2 44.h4 Nc4 45.a4 He5 46.Hh3 5 47.a5
DHh7 48.a6 gl 49.%g2 Wel 50.0ne2 Wal 51.%b7+
Hho6 52.b4 g4 53. 13 V2
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Books by Jon Edwards:

The Chess Analyst, Thinkers’ Press
ChessBase Complete

1998

ChessBase Complete Supplement
Sacking the Citadel: The History, Theory and Practice of the Classic Bishop Sacrifice
Mastering Mate: 1,111 One Move mates

Mastering Mate: 1,111 Mates in Two, three,
Teach Yourself Visually Chess
The Sicilian: An Overview
The Benko Gambit

For the Kindle
Five Steps to Victory
The Sicilian Dragon
106 King Pawn Opening Traps (Chess is Fun Book 30)
The Bishop’s Opening
The Sicilian Najdorf with 6.Be3
How to Read a Chess Book
Ruy Lopez: Exchange Variation
Magnus Carlsen v Viswanathan Anand: The 2013 World Chess Champi-
onship
Basic Checkmates
Chess: The Very Basics
Pawn Masses
Domiano and his Mate
The Double Bishop Sacrifice
Caro Kann Advanced Variation
Hedgehog Strategy
Bishop Endings

four or more

Irregular Openings
The Two Knights’ Defense
The Fried Liver Attack
The Sicilian Pelikan
Caro Kann Bronstein Larsen
Cartier’s Chess Challenge 1
Cartier’s Chess Challenge 2
The Carlsen-Anand Rematch
Trompowski with 2...c5
Chess Stories
Introduction to King Pawn Openings
The Power of Quadrupled Pawns
The French MacCutcheon
The Caro Kann Classical
The French Classical
The French Winawer
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