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Allan began his correspondence chess 
career playing in the APCT (American 
Postal Chess Tournaments), one of four 
main postal chess organizations in the 
US.

His first event was the APCT Rook 
Tournament, their yearly 
championship. Allan scored a perfect 6-
0 in the Preliminary round and then 
scored 7-1 in the semi-final, entering 
the final round with the second best 
cumulative score. 

Allan sailed through Final round, 
scoring 8 ½ - ½   His total body count 
over six years: 21 wins and three 
draws, a truly outstanding result.



From start to finish, it took Allan six years to 
win the Rook title.

From APCT TD and Editor Helen Warren:

“Allan’s reasons for playing serious 
correspondence chess are those many 
APCTers share. After returning to graduate 
school, he had little time for OTB chess, but 
he wanted to stay ‘sharp’.  “It certainly 
served its purpose and now I find that it 
complements my OTB chess very well.  
Besides APCT, I have also played some team 
matches in ICCF and I am a member of the 
US standing team” says Allan.  “I collect 
about everything related to chess including 
books, stamps, autographs, picture 
postcards, travelling sets, and other 
ephemera.”
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Only the cards from Allan’s Final 
game against Steven Bowles 
survived. The rate throughout the 
game was 15c, and three different 
postal card types were used.



Allan’s win in the 1985 APCT Rook 
Championship offered a money prize 
and, more important, an entry into 
the 7th North American Invitational 
run by the ICCF (The International 
Correspondence Chess Federation).

Allan left the APCT and embarked 
upon a path into the World 
Championship cycle.  The first 
challenge, a win in the NAI-7 
provided an entry in the World ¾ 
Final.

Fortunately for us, Allan preserved 
almost all of the postal cards that he 
received in this event!



Play began in October 1993. All 15 players competed at the same time against 
all of the others, a total of 14 games each.  

Ten of the players were from the USA. Five were from Canada. 

The International nature of the event permitted the awarding of IM norms 
and titles.

Most of the moves were carried on post cards.  In October 1993, the postal 
card rate was 19c within the USA.  The postal card rate from Canada to the US 
was 49c. The postal card rate to Canada was 30c.

The flag 19c postcard was commonly used by US players at the start of the 
match.

UX 153



During play, which in many games lasted more than two years, the US introduced a variety of other 19c 
postcards.  Few players put in a large store of unused postal cards, because recent inflationary pressures 
had often increased rates.  The result was that players often used the new and different postal card types 
during play.

UX 170

UX 172 UX 170

UX 169



Collections like Allan’s are a boon to those of us who aim to collect postal chess use on every postal card type.
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In early 1995, the US postal card rate increased to 20c. At first, players with games still on-going had to up-rate 
their cards by adding a 1c stamp to their postal cards.  When their stores of 19c cards ran out, they began to 
use the new 20c postal card.
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Canadian postal rates experienced higher inflation during the same period. Here are four cards against the same 
opponent, with the rate moving from 49c to 50c to 52c. Note the required up-rating  on the second card to 
bring the rate from 49c to 50c. The messages reflect the complexity of using the mail to play a game.  The 
second card is a repeat card, likely owing to a lost card, and third includes a change of address.



Resignation cards are the correspondence chess equivalent of the over-the-
board handshake.  Of course, these cards are also game trophies, a lasting 
symbol of personal victory.



The US introduced letter denominated stamps as a device for patrons to avoid 
inflationary increases in rates.  The G stamp, dedicated to postcard use, was first used 
in 1991. This is a rare example of its use on a postcard carrying correspondence 
moves.



One of Allan’s opponents appears to 
have had a lingering stock of 13c and 
14c postal cards in need of up-rating 
help from additional postage.



Every collection has its mysteries.  Typically, 
correspondence chess players NEVER again see 
the cards they post.  The cards in this collection 
are entirely from Allan’s opponents, with the 
exception of this card.  
It is from Allan, it is used, and it shows a 
wonderful example of postal card use to Canada.  
But why did Allan have the card?
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Pouliot, Jean - Savage, Allan George [A34]

NAmerica-ch7 corresponedence

1.c4 c5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.Nf3 d5 4.cxd5 Nxd5 5.g3 Nc6 6.Bg2 Nc7 7.0–0 e5 8.b3 f6 9.Ne1
Bg4 10.Ba3 Qd7 11.Rc1 Na6 12.Na4 Rd8 13.d3 b6 14.Nc2 Be7 15.Ne3 Bh3 16.Nc3 Bxg2
17.Kxg2 Nc7 18.Bb2 0–0 19.Re1 f5 20.Nf1 Ne6 21.Ra1 Ng5 22.h4 Ne6 23.Ne3 Nc7
24.Nf1 Nd4 25.Nh2 Qc6+ 26.Kg1 e4 27.dxe4 f4 28.Qd3 fxg3 29.fxg3 [Diagram] Nf3+
30.Qxf3 Rxf3 31.exf3 Rd2 32.Rab1 c4 33.Nf1 Bc5+ 34.Kh1 Qd7 0–1



Allan tied for first place and locked in an entry into the World Correspondence Chess 
¾ Final, whose top two finishers would go on to the World Final.  And Allan earned 
the International Master (IM) title that he collected during the 2000 ICCF Congress in 
Daytona Beach, Florida.



Allan’s last APCT games were 
actually played in the National 
Team Championship that pitted 
players from five Postal Chess 
Organizations, the USCF, the 
CCLA, APCT, TCC, and NOST.

As the trophy suggests, the APCT 
won the 50-Board match.

COSSU members will recognize 
three of the players for the APCT: 
Jon Edwards on Board 3, Allan 
Savage on Board 4, and on Board 
40, Ray Alexis, COSSU’s Editor 
just before me.
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Each card carried two games against each player, an economical use of the postal 
cards.  The postal card rates did not change during the games, played in 1991-1992.
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Despite the stability of the 
rates, two of the players up-
rated a few cards, in these 
instances using the equivalent 
of an ‘F’ stamp to uprate from 
15c to the 19c postal card rate.



To warm up in ICCF play, Allan took part in a Friendly Match against Great Britain, 
playing two games against S C Crowdy.  In the middle of the game, the postcard rate 
from Great Britain to the US increased from 26p to 27p, requiring the usual uprating.



After his two wins against Crowdy, Allan received this Certificate. He became a regular 
participant in such ICCF Friendly Matches for decades. 



Allan played in the ICCF 
World ¾ Championship 
but finished well off the 
lead.  So was the story for 
many US players who 
found that ICCF players 
were all very well 
prepared. 
More to the point, unlike 
in APCT play, computer 
use was permitted and 
computers were finally 
becoming strong enough 
to influence play. Allan 
never again participated in 
the ICCF World 
Championship cycle
Allan returned to his true 
chess passions, playing 
over the board, teaching, 
and collecting all things 
chess.


