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EDITOR’S NOTE
I’VE NEVER BEEN a fan of the double issue. 
For one thing, I have to wait forever until 
it finally arrives. Then, as I leaf through it, 
it’s patently obvious it isn’t a true double 
issue—more like a-little-more-than-one 
issue. It’s a sign that something is amiss.

at said, here I am offering you my 
second “double-issue.” All I can do is 
honestly acknowledge that I know that 
you know better. at and plead extenu-
ating circumstances. When John Hillery 
died, he took with him more than his 
talent and expertise; he also took his files 
and his years of contacts that he could 
draw from to deliver you a magazine 
worth your while. 

I believe that the association’s maga-
zine should be one of the chief attrac-
tions of being a CJA member.  us far 
all I have been able to do is maintain 
some kind of continuity in the interim. 
e next permanent editor of e Chess 
Journalist (be it me or someone else) 
must rebuild from the ground up.

So let me ask you to seriously consider 
getting involved as a contributor. Who 
would contribute to e Chess Journalist? 
e established chess journalist who is 
committed to the growth and improve-
ment of the CJA, the active volunteer 
who believes, is one such person. e 
up-and-coming chess journalist who is 
looking to build up a portfolio on the 
way to greater glory should also seriously 
consider contributing until something 
bigger comes along. 

I believe that this magazine can better 
serve editors of state publications and 
chess bloggers and I want to offer more 
to them. Will you join this effort? Con-
tact me.

—MNT 

DAREN DILLINGER
1946–2011

Daren Lee Dillinger passed away on June 
7, 2011. He was 65 years old, loved chess 
and everything about it, loved comic 
books, and loved his friends and family. 
Daren said he attended 17 elementary 
schools and in high school he had so 
many friends he was elected student body 
president. He attended Florida State Col-
lege, Pasadena City College, Georgetown 
University and enjoyed journalism, poli-

tics, & psychology. In addition to chess 

he was a studious collector of comic 
books and pen& ink art.
Daren held numerous positions in vari-

ous chess organizations, including: Chess 
Journalist of America Vice President 
2003–07, e Pasadena Chess Club sec-
retary 2003, Florida Chess Association 
Vice-president as well as assistant editor 
1975–76, one of several editors of Florida 
Chess News, and current president of the 
Jacksonville Chess Club.
He wrote a chess column for the 

Florida-Times Union for six years and 
published numerous articles, some of 
which were award-winning.
Like his late nemesis, Jerry Hanken, 

Daren could be cantankerous. But also, 
like Jerry, no one could doubt that he 
loved chess and worked hard so that it 
might grow and thrive.
Here is a fine game he played against a 

stronger opponent:
Fortado,Bruce (2136) - Dillinger,Daren 
(1823) [C89] Jax Chess Blitz Tourna-
ment, Jacksonville,FL,1988.02.03
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 
5.0–0 Be7 6.Re1 b5 7.Bb3 0–0 8.c3 d5 
9.exd5 Nxd5 10.Nxe5 Nxe5 11.Rxe5 
Nf6 12.d4 Bd6 13.Re1 Ng4 14.g3 Nxh2 
15.Kxh2 Qh4+ 16.Kg1 Bxg3 17.fxg3 
Qxg3+ 18.Kh1 Bg4 0–1 
(http://daytonabchcc.org)
He is survived by three children, Daren 

E., Annelisa, and Chris, as well as five 
grandchildren. 
I like to imagine Daren and Jerry 

Hanken together in heaven—which 

means they are absorbed in playing chess 
—without rancor.
(Some of this material is reprinted from 

David Lamb, Jacksonville Chess Club 
www.jaxchess.org.)

Kalev Pehme
1949–2011

Kalev Pehme passed away on August 26th 
at home in Redondo Beach, CA. He was 
a former editor of Chess Life (2004–
2005), and a journalism instructor at St. 
John’s University in Queens, New York.  
He is also remembered as being depicted 
in the film Searching for Bobby Fischer; his 
son Morgan was Josh Waitzkin’s chess 
companion. Some of his ancestors came 
from Kalmykia, better known today as 
the host country of FIDE president Kir-
san Ilyumzhinov’s Chess City in Elista. 
Kalev wrote poetry and fiction in addi-
tion to journalism and scholarship. Later 
in life he devoted himself to yoga.

WCF?
The World Chess Federation, Inc., of 
Las Vegas, Nevada (www.wcfchess.com), 
writes advising us that a translation of 
Féderation Internationale des Échecs 
(FIDE) as “World Chess Federation,” 
which appeared in our previous issue (p. 
3) does not refer to the Las Vegas-based 
organization. While I am inclined to 
agree that a closer translation would be 
“International Chess Federation,” the 
English designation “World Chess Fed-
eration” for FIDE is long established. 
Readers will have to discern some other 
means of identifying the WCF and anti-
WCF forces at work in the world. l
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I
Prepared by RAMÓN ANTONIO HERNÁNDEZ 
CJA Awards Committee Chairman and Chief Judge 

General synopsis of this year’s awards 
’d like to start off taking a moment to thank the late and great John Hillery for whom I had a lot of 
respect for his ability to argue his point with vigor and heart. I never got to meet this fine gentleman, 
but I’ll note his legacy of caring for the CJA lived on through a closing of a loophole in the CJA Chess 
Journalist of the Year Award.

Among all categories in this year’s competition there were a 
total of 110 entries submitted making this a new competition 
high number of entries received. (The old record was set in 
2008 with a total 107 entries submitted.) This number was 
also an increase of 18 from last year’s total. I’d like to believe 
this a testament that prospective and current members have 
realized that, not only do I continue to lead this committee 
transparently, but that the entire committee is following suit in 
being fair. I will defer to our secretary/treasurer on his finance 
report for income figures related to the awards competition.

Once again the competition bought in several new mem-
bers and returned a few others who had been out the mem-
bership for a while. The entire membership should not ex-
pect the awards competition to serve as the principal method 
for recruiting new members nor as the sole means of revenue. 
To believe so on any case is setting the organization as a 
whole for complete financial failure. 

Our three sophomore categories bought in a total of 16 
entries, as we recognized the very best in story, layout, and 
USCF state chapter website. 

One of my gripes last year was the inability to send out a 
blast/mass email to the membership. I added an electronic 
newsletter within the CJA Awards Committee website which 
allowed me to communicate with over 30 members. Unfor-
tunately these were 30 plus members who had submitted 
entries and therefore I had their email addresses. As for 
renewal/new memberships, there has to be a method of ask-
ing that the membership provide email addresses for faster 
communication. To be sure, no one will receive constant 
emails that border on spam. 

Last year, to save the organization’s funds, I uploaded the 
text files onto a committee website I designed. It allowed sav-
ings in photocopying while allowing the judges to download 
the files at their ease. This year I also sent the award judges 
the files on a CD so as to reduce the need to download, save 
their ISP s download bandwidth, and free their time up sub-
stantially. (Should the judge misplace the CD or be away 

from it they could always go onto the committee website and 
download most all of the files.) 

I ended last year stating: 
I can with comfort note this year’s competition was, at 
minimum, well-done and a reward of a testament of hav-
ing conducted it. My core goal of being and keeping the 
awards competition impartial, ethical, and transparent 
were met and at times excelled. I can sleep well. To my 
fellow awards judges, a giant thank you to each, and to 
our president, thank you for your communication and 
outstanding leadership. 

Well I’ll quip and note I had one member thank me for my 
work as chair of this committee and as chief awards judge but 
I was quick to note all the kudos and accolades goes to the 
judges. I’m a fiery person, but humble too. As a leader on any 
level I give all the praise to the excellent people under me, 
while yet personally taking all the negative comments anyone 
can address. I am well certain that the awards competition 
has
a the vast majority of loopholes further closed; 
a an excellent grading system; 
a a superb tie-break system; 
a bought clarity in the form of guidelines for the judges on 

what to look for per each category. 
I know without a shadow of doubt that the committee and I 
have done an excellent job and I continue to sleep well. Any 
negative comment anyone can concoct is in the minority 
when compared to the enormous amount of praise this 
committee has received.

The CJA Awards Judges 
Excluding myself, we had two CJA Members volunteer to 
serve as awards judges. I anticipate having several of the re-
maining members back next year. Short of crawling on my 
knees, I really appreciate each of last year’s award judges. We 
had two judges not renew their CJA memberships. Their 

4 The Chess Journalist Spring/Summer 2011

THE 2011 AWARDS 
FOR BEST CHESS JOURNALISM



absence is hard felt, not only in the awards committee, but as 
members who could have submitted each of their respective 
USCF state chapter magazines for any category including but 
not limited to the CJA Best State Magazine/ Newsletter 
Award category. 

One additional award judge noted that they would not be 
able to serve because they had work commitment which 
would not give this individual adequate time. Another award 
judge received their awards package but was out the country 
to receive it. The final award judge from last year mentioned 
they might be able to judge but sounded 50/50. In hopes of 
saving the CJA the cost of photocopying and postage I opted 
to save the organization the money and passed on this indi-
vidual. 

Whether three or eight, the size of the judging pool does 
not and did not hinder in the least the results of this year’s 
competition. Would I like the eight of last year? Sure! But this 
year’s three is not to be denied the fact that they did an over-
excellent job which matched the eight of last year—if not 
more. On any given year I’d need three and would not and 
will not take another judge on the committee unless I get a 
mass exodus of committee members. It’s simple to get mem-
bers on this committee, but harder to vet them and their 
ability to be fair or have some expertise in chess journalism. 

The judges:
LTD Ramon Antonio Hernandez, Committee Chairman 
and Chief Judge 
J. Franklin Campbell, Judge 
NTD NM Randall D. Hough, Judge 

I continue with personal and profound gratitude toward our 
award judges for their diligence and dedication. 

Changes this Year 
a. Elimination of one category and introduction of another 
I eliminated the CJA Best Streamed Video of Chess News 
Award category as it last year it fielded only one mediocre 
entry. This by no means should be construed as me being 
against video news. The area itself has not been concretely 
invested and pushed further by individuals. I do monitor that 
area of chess journalism, but, from the amount of entries 
received, it is just not strong at present. As with any possible 
new or current category, I will revisit it on annual basis. 

New as a category this year was the CJA Best Features Arti-
cle category. This was a no brainier and should have long 
been a part of our awards competition. For any newsletter, 
magazine, or website where there is hard news, there should 
also be a features section. I am glad to have introduced this 
and am proud of the entries we received. 

b. Closed the loophole on the CJA Chess Journalist of the Year Award
This is a follow up on my committee report from last year, 
with respect to the Chess Journalist of the Year Award 
(CJotY) award where we had one entry. The esteemed indi-
vidual won the award on the basis of default as no one else 
fielded an entry. Our by-laws state the entire membership is 
to vote on that award, however in an attempt to save the or-
ganization the cost of mailing out a mass mailing to the entire 

membership with the name of one individual for a yes or no 
vote would have been a waste of time and money. The execu-
tive board entertained my request that they and the awards 
committee vote on that entrant. Both the executive board 
and the awards committee each cast their vote and the indi-
vidual won. 

No matter how you see it, one individual should not be 
allowed to win the most coveted of all CJA Award categories 
on the basis of being the only one person who submitted a 
package for consideration of that award. I want to once more 
clarify that I am adamant that last year’s winner was more-
than-deserving and certainly had my vote. But here is a sce-
nario which I do not want to run into: Jane/Joe Doe submits 
a package for consideration for the CJotY award which 
amounts to a crappy or less-than mediocre entry; they are the 
only individual who submitted an entry for that award cate-
gory. Now, no matter who votes or how, this individual is 
guaranteed the award. Then the ramifications of this individ-
ual winning are that they get to forever claim to be a CJA 
Chess Journalist of the Year and in accordance to our By-
Laws:

Article 2 (B) The Chess Journalist of the Year is awarded 
an Honorary Membership unless two members of the 
Executive Board oppose such awarding. 

They’d be entitled to the great possibility of winning a free 
lifetime “honorary” membership into the CJA. We cannot 
afford to dole out free lifetime memberships when we are a 
very small membership organization. We further cannot 
hand individuals the most coveted award on the basis that 
they were the sole entrant. 

This year, within the award guidelines/rules, I clearly estab-
lished the text that closed the loophole. There were no en-
tries for that category; had we received only one entry I would 
have mailed their check back. (All material submitted be-
comes property of the awards committee judge and is not 
returnable. Moreover, it is less costly to the organization to 
send a check back than a complete CJotY award package.) 

We did have one individual inquire about the award, but, 
given that the instructions speak for themselves, I didn’t reply. 

c. Nominating an entry 
We had one individual inquire as to nominating an individ-
ual for an award (CJotY) and I immediately notified them 
that nominations of entries are not allowed, as some indi-
viduals may not want to their work considered, regardless of 
the award category. Submission of entries by the individual 
themselves is not something new and is used by award com-
petitions in major journalism organizations. Submission of 
entries today has not been an issue and, given both the num-
ber of entries—and, more importantly, the number of indi-
viduals submitting entries—it is not something I expect to 
change. Ironically, the individual who was to be “nominated” 
had a CJA membership which expired long ago. Using the 
excuse that this individual is too shy to nominate their own 
own work doesn’t fly with me. That individual should be 
reminded to renew their membership as it ’d go a long way in 
strengthening our organization. 
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d. Honorary members submitting entries 
1) Last year we had one honorary member submit an entry 
and this year we doubled that number. When I inherited 
chairing this committee, I kept the committee chair’s permis-
sion of allowing honorary members to submit their first entry 
for free (their subsequent entry continues being the $8.00 
charge which everyone else pays). After typing the entry form 
and pasting the same text used for the honorary member, I 
researched whether an honorary member has the “right” to 
enter their first entry for free and came up with the fact that 
this is a committee chair courtesy call and not a CJA By-Laws 
provision: 

Article 2 (D) Honorary members are not required to pay 
dues, but have all other rights and obligations of Regular 
Membership, including the right to hold office. 

I want to state I will not be changing that courtesy, but I am 
divulging in an on-going transparent and fair manner that 
this is indeed a committee chair courtesy call that can be re-
voked. 

2) Of the two honorary members who submitted an entry 
this year, one submitted a website entry which didn’t have his 
name directly attributed to it, although he was part of the 
organization sponsoring the entry. I vet each entry thor-
oughly to make sure there is a by-line or that web entry was 
done by the entrant. This one entry didn’t have their web-
master ’s name on any page, but, as an organization, this in-
dividual was listed and thereby was allowed entry as that or-
ganization, because they a) might have had several members 
which serve as webmasters, and b) might have neglected to 
list the name of their webmaster either within the footer or 
on a “Contact Us” page. 

Online entries were told:
Online entries: Entries which appear on the internet 
must provide the URL which contains the entry. The 
writer’s name must be attributed to the name of the in-
dividual on the award’s cover sheet. 

To close that loophole, individuals applying for the CJA Best 
[USCF] State Chapter Website Award and the CJA Best 
General Chess Website Award next year will read something 
more to the point about the name of the webmaster men-
tioned somewhere on the site, either within the footer or in a 
staff contact page. If the name of the webmaster is not visible 
in either of these two locations or the name of that individual 
does not match the name of the entrant, the entry will be 
rejected. I do not mind a state chapter webmaster submitting 
their website for consideration but I do mind John Doe sub-
mitting the website as an entry for someone else, as a) that is 
nominating and there is no nominating allowed, and b) the 
individual, regardless of the association to the organization, is 
not the tireless webmaster. 

Why should we lose the possibility of gaining an additional 
member in the form of that state chapter webmaster, while 
losing out also on the cost of an entering an entry by the 
honorary member invoking their courtesy entry? Apart from 
all that, it throws an additional entry into that category where 
the webmaster didn’t even know their website was entered. 
My accepting the entry was based on the fact it was legit to 

the award category and that was a loophole, but did flag that 
loophole to correct next year. 

I do not anticipate this making a ripple on the shore of the 
CJA Best Chess Blog Award, as blog websites include the 
name of the writer under the same domain name. If I felt 
that’d be an issue, I’d be quick to request the name of the 
webmaster be coded into the blog’s website to prove they are 
one and the same. 

e. Allowing CJA Foreign Members to submit entries 
I had two CJA members (full members from the U.S.A.) in-
quire as to whether CJA Foreign members may submit entries 
to any of the award categories, to which I replied no. Logisti-
cally, as I explained, it’d be impossible for any award judge—
let alone all of them—to be expected to read the various re-
spective languages throughout the world. It was further ex-
plained to them that the CJA is the governing organization 
on chess journalism in the U.S.A., and that such an award 
would be best suited on an international level—e.g., an Inter-
national Federation of Chess Journalism—and if they felt 
strongly enough they should start it up. Even on that level 
it’d be hard for an individual to read various languages. 

f. Recusements 
Given the size of the award judges this year I will not be 
specifying who recused themselves from an award category as 
it’d be simple to then deduce which judge voted for what. I 
define the recusements as I did last year. The reasoning for 
recusements were given me by each judge and were acceptable 
and appreciative. I did not have to recuse any award judge for 
possible conflict of interest. 

Reimbursements 
We received $1,020.00 total received for the awards competi-
tion this year (this figure includes $32.00 overpaid and which 
had to be repaid back by the CJA). As last year, goal one on 
reimbursements was to not have to buy too much while yet 
keep the bill very low. Copies of the receipts for each listed as 
follows were sent to our secretary/treasurer. 

Full awards listing follows.
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CJA Best Story of the Year
is presented to the United States Chess Federation 

(USCF) for
“The Grandmaster Who Did It His Way,” by 

Larry Parr
Introduced last year, we had five entries submitted 
for this sophomore category. There was a tie for 
2nd place, but the clear winner had a perfect score. 

CJA Best Chess Column
is presented to the USCF for

GM Pal Benko’s “Endgame Lab” 
Six Entries were submitted in this category.

CJA Best State Magazine/Newsletter
is presented to  the USCF State Chapter Affiliate 

of Georgia for
Georgia Chess 

With three entries returning from last year, two of 
them tied for 2nd place; but 1st place went to reigning 
champ Georgia Chess, edited by Mark N. Taylor. 

CJA Tournament Report Article
is presented to  the USCF for

“Kamsky Bids Adieu to Championship 
Drought,” by FM Mike Klein

Having had 17 entries, we had nearly 
twice the amount of entries from last 
year in this respective entry.

CJA Best Chess Magazine/Newsletter 
Layout

is presented to  the USCF State Chapter 
Affiliate of Massachusetts for the entire 
The October-December 2010 issue of 

Chess Horizons 
Pitting two state chapters against each 
after the first round of voting, on tie-
breaks the State Chapter of Massachu-
setts beat out the State Chapter of Geor-
gia and every other competitor within 
this category.

CJA Excellence in Chess Writing, 
Mainstream Media

is presented to 
Dale Rigby, for “My Playing Weight,” 

Sport Literate (Volume 7, Issue 1) 
Where last year we had no entry, this 
year one individual entered their work 
for consideration in this category
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CJA Best Regular Newspaper Chess 
Column

is presented to 
David R. Sands of The Washington Times
This category had last year’s winner Bill 
Cornwall (formerly with the Fort Lau-
derdale Sun Sentinel and now with the 
Los Angeles Times) facing David R. Sands 
of The Washington Times. Sands who, 
apart from being The Washington Times’ 
National and Politics Editor, also serves 
as their chess columnist. 

This is my opinion was the this year’s 
best and yet most difficult category for 
an individual to judge, as both entries 
were beyond outstanding, at the very 
least. In the end, Mr. Sands overtook 
Mr. Cornwall for the victory, but I was 
certainly pleased to see what are perhaps 
the two sole regular newspaper chess 
columnists in the nation face off. 

CJA Best Regular Newspaper Local 
Interest Chess Column

is presented to Bill Cornwall for 
Chess A Knight’s Tour, Sun Sentinel 

(Fort Lauderdale)
Though he was the only entrant in the 
award category, Bill Cornwall’s entry was 
so well received individually and inde-
pendently by each award judge that his 
entry garnered a perfect score. (Mr. 
Cornwall’s regular chess columns ended 
in the end of 2010, well into the period 
for which an entry could be considered 
and therefore allowed for consideration.)

CJA Best Chess Photojournalism
is presented to the the USCF for the 

cover of the 
June 2010 Chess Life 

We had two entries tie after the 1st 
round. At 12 entries, we doubled the 
number of entries in this award cate-
gory, which is fantastic. Any editor who 
believes they can have a magazine/
newsletter and not have photos that 
capture a moment is destined to have a 
cluttered and bleak product.

CJA Best Features Article
is presented to the the USCF for

“Involuntary Retirement”  by Ramon 
A. Hernandez

A dozen entries were submitted in this 
nascent award category. There were two 
entries that finished tied after the 1st 
round of voting.

CJA Best Instructive Lesson
is presented to the the USCF for

“Conversation with a Grandmaster,” by 
GM Boris Gulko and Joel R. Sneed, PhD.
There were also two entries that tied for 
2nd place.

CJA Best Review
is presented to the the USCF for

“Frank Brady ’s Masterpiece,” by Al 
Lawrence 

This was a tight award category requiring 
a tie-break voting round, but the clear 
favorite won with a perfect score.

CJA Best Humorous Contribution
is presented to the USCF State Chapter 

Affiliate of Georgia for 
Weekly Chess News (April Fool ’s Supple-

ment), Georgia Chess 

CJA Most Notable Achievement in 
Correspondence Chess

is presented to the the USCF for
“Enter the Centaur,” by FM Alex Dunne
This award category had to go to a 2nd-
round tie-break. 

CJA Best Historical Article
is presented to the  the States of Wash-
ington & Oregon ’s USCF chapters for

“A Forgotten Chess Tale: Hapley’s 
Project,” by GM Yasser Seirawan, 

Northwest Chess Nov. 2010
We had twice as many award entries in 
this award category than last year and 
one award judge recusing himself.

CJA Best Interview
is presented to the the USCF for

“Profiling Brady” by Al Lawrence  
In contrast to last year, twice the amount 
of entries were submitted in this award 
category. The winner finished with a 
perfect score. 

CJA Best Chess Art
is presented to the  the States of Wash-
ington & Oregon’s USCF chapters for
Cover of Northwest Chess March 2011 

This respective award category also 
caught a gain in number of entries sub-
mitted and, as with the previous award 
category, the winner finished with a per-
fect score.

CJA Best Analysis
is presented to  the Iowa Chess News En 

Passant (IA) for
“Keating, R—Karagianis, P” 
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CJA Best [USCF] State Chapter Website
is presented to the USCF Northern Cali-

fornia State chapter for
Official website of the Northern Cali-

fornia State’s USCF chapter 
We had four entries submitted in this 
category. Retaining their title with a 
perfect score in this respective award 
category was NoCal. 

CJA Best General Chess Website
is presented to the USCF for

Official website of the United States 
Chess Federation 
Once again there 
were two entries 
submitted in this 
category. Facing a 
different com-
petitor, the 
USCF retained 
their title with a 
perfect score in 
this award cate-
gory. 

CJA Best Chess 
Blog Award

is presented to  
Hank Anzis for
Broken Pawn 

(brokenpawn1. 
blogspot.com) l
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PRINT magazines are expensive to produce and mail out; they are not timely; nobody has time to 
read them, nobody cares anymore; everyone is online now, anyway. Isn’t it time to ditch the 
archaic print magazine? Well, no, and here’s why.

Websites seem to be the most vital portal of organizational 
communications today: if well maintained, they are more up-
to-date; they contain a wealth of information; members can 
visit them often as they are constantly being updated (well, 
ideally); some enjoy forum exchanges. Magazines have a 
longer lag in production time, so when it arrives the news is 
no longer fresh. The big weekend Swiss many members 
played in and enjoyed seeing the results on the web is no 
longer so exciting a month or two later in print. The print 
magazine, however, can present wider and deeper coverage in 
addition to the crosstables; there may be a number of ana-
lyzed games included; maybe there are photographs; and it is 
even a nice keepsake. Who doesn’t love to see their name or 
photo in print? And it’s all right there without having to log 
in and click, click, click. Over time, the value of the print 
magazine increases while the value of the website coverage 
decreases. In fact, the print magazine is actually the more 
lively when seen in retrospect. The timely news items on the 
website soon disappear. Even if the website has a good archiv-
ing system, one has to hunt for any given article. Moreover, 
the history most websites contain is often dry-as-dust lists of 
past champions and officers. Looking through back issues of 
magazines, you can relive past tournaments and events 
through the articles and photographs. Immediate physical 
contact with an historical artifact can transport us to the past 
more quickly and fully than a digital facsimile viewed on 
screen. No website nor Kindle can yet approach the immedi-
acy of turning the yellowing pages past the oxidizing staples of 
a print magazine, its faint acidic smell, recalling the moment 
when the owner first received it (perhaps postal stamps and 
cancellation still intact).

Print newsletters and magazines are usually an organiza-
tion’s publication of record. Many associations require meet-
ing minutes, membership lists, by-laws, etc., to be printed and 
distributed to members. It is not unusual that the newsletter 
contains the sole surviving history of a state chess organiza-
tion. Consider: if you wanted a history of the officers of your 
chess association or the state champions, where would you go 
to find it? Is there a list on your website? How comprehensive 
is it? How accurate is it? Unless you have access to all the 
original minutes, chances are you will have to revert to the 
print publication to be sure. What I am getting at is that the 
print magazine is still the most assured repository of your 

state’s chess history. Once in print it stays in print un-
changed. Up on the website—who knows? The Georgia Chess 
Association has a list of its state champions on its website, a 
very nice list going back to 1947. I can tell you that that list 
contains errors and I can tell you that because I have con-
sulted back issues of the newsletter going back some 50 years. 
If you are considering ditching the print publication to go 
digital, consider if you have sufficient safeguards to preserve 
your association’s history.

A related matter is the reliability of that history, the ability 
to remain impervious to falsification of history. If you like to 
collect chess memoralibilia, you are aware of the danger of 
forgeries, such as autographed books. (See, for example, Law-
rence Totaro’s guide, Fisching for Forgeries. Thinker’s Press, 
2007.) While it is highly unlikely that someone might attempt 
to forge some part of your state’s history, it can happen, and, 
if all you have is a digital examplar, you may lack any way of 
ascertaining the truth. You need the original. But the prob-
lem may not always have a nefarious origin. Let me invent an 
example. A jokster with a little photoshop skill is going to 
tease an old chess colleague by posting a photo from an old 
magazine online:

Hey Jerry, Here’s a reminder of when you played 
Bobby Fischer in his only post-1972 tournament!

A gullible (incredibly gullible!) webmaster picks this up and 
posts it on the state website. A national chess blogger picks it 
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up and it goes viral. Unless someone has a print copy of this 
issue, how can the deception be put definitively to rest? For-
tunately someone does possess a copy:

For the fun of it, I created an extreme example, but you 
can imagine how a more subtle error may go unnoticed and 
so distort chess history. Edward Winter has exposed a num-
ber of authentic examples in his Chess Notes, often referenc-
ing publications he has personally consulted.

You can advertise your website at events, but people may or 
may not visit it later. If you give someone a copy of your pub-
lication, they can immediately become familiar with your 
chess association. If you produce a nice looking magazine or 
newsletter you make an immediate positive impression. It 
takes a little forethought to use the print publication as a PR 
tool, but it is an effective one. Be sure to have membership 
information included in an obvious place that readers cannot 
fail to see (e.g., back cover). And be sure to have association 
volunteers bring the publication to events and display them 
prominently. Give a few away, but actively try to use it to gain 
new members. Regrettably, many people may not understand 
the value of being a member of a state chess organization 
(unless they are playing in the state championship, in which 
case they may resent having to pay a membership fee in addi-
tion to a tournament entrance fee), and subscription to the 
print publication often counterbalances that resentment. 
(Kudos to you if you notice I am avoiding using the detestable 
phrase “value-added”.)

A print publication still bespeaks “leisure” in a way no web-
site can (well, most websites). Many professionals face a com-
puter screen at work a good part of the day and that breeds a 
certain mentality that sitting at the computer demands a cer-
tain attitude toward online content. Unless your website re-
sembles an online game or eBay, chances are it more closely 
resembles work, or at least something users do not connect 
with leisure. The print magazine, however, can recall that sense 
of leisure. Yes, some people still enjoy setting up a chess board 
and playing through games in a book or magazine. Some still 
enjoy reading a lengthy feature in an idle hour. 

We read websites and magazines differently. Thus each is 

going to be the appropriate host for different kinds of con-
tent. Websites are read for quick information. Magazines are 
read for longer features. Thus there is a different mentality to 
websites and print magazines and their purposes should be in 
harmony with those mentalities. Websites are primarily to 
provide easy access to information, up-to-date, accurate, clear. 
They foreground announcements, calendars, and links to 
crosstables and games. Some may include tournament reports 
and photographs. Ask yourself, is this all your association 
wants to offer its members by way of publication? If so, you 
may as well ditch the print magazine. But let me offer one 
compelling argument against doing so.

Nicholas G. Carr’s article, “Is Google Making Us Stupid? 
What the Internet is doing to our brains” (Atlantic July/Aug 
2008, and see his follow up book: The Shallows: What the 
Internet Is Doing to Our Brains, W. W. Norton in June 2010), 
strongly suggests that constant reading on the internet might 
have detrimental effects on cognition that diminish the ca-
pacity for concentration and contemplation. Needless to say, 
this does not sound good for chess players! We need to also 
feed our minds with longer, more thoughtful and complex 
forms of discourse. The print magazine can fulfill that need 
in your association. I myself have noticed that I will gladly 
spend time with an intricate feature article in Chess Life or 
New In Chess, whereas I simply cannot get through an article 
of similar weight posted on a website. I do my best to plough 
through for the first several paragraphs, then I read topic 
sentences, then I make a desultory pass at the remainder. The 
state magazine or newsletter is the place to showcase the in-
depth feature stories, interviews, history, and scholarship of 
your members.

Google may be the librarian of the future, but we are still 
living in the present. There may come a time when it is un-
deniably the right thing to let go of most printed material. 
There may come a time when we will all have biocomputers 
where our brains can instantly access everything ever pub-
lished. But that time is not our time. And there is a real dan-
ger in moving too fast. Nicholas Basbanes recounts the cau-
tionary tale of the new San Francisco public library in his 
book, Patience and Fortitude (HarperCollins 2001), in which a 
“visionary” director’s plan for the “library of the future” led 
to the dumping of as many as a half million of the library’s 
books in a landfill, with very little to show for it in terms of 
online accessibility or other amenities. Despite the trend to 
make libraries resemble a Starbucks, wise denizens among us 
know where the true treasure rests. And perhaps not just the 
wisest. While there are many contradictory statistics on cur-
rent levels of print readership, there appears to be continu-
ously strong readership for print magazines, and not only 
among the wealthy and the literary. Yes, rising production 
costs do put pressure on non-profit member-driven organiza-
tions. That, coupled with an admirable reluctance to raise 
membership rates during economic hard times leads board 
members to consider dropping the print publication. May 
they make the effort to seek out other options thoroughly 
before they do so. l
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JAMAAL ABDUL-ALIM 601 ROCK CREEK CHURCH RD, NW  #2 WASHINGTON DC 20010-    

MICHAEL AIGNER 5105 EL CEMONTE AVE DAVIS CA 95618-4415

HENRY ANZIS 409 N CENTER ST,                      MARSHALLTOWN IA 50158-    

DEWAIN BARBER 524 S AVENIDA DEL FARO ANAHEIM CA 92807-    

ROBERT BASALLA 35 SPRAGUE RD BEREA OH 44017-    

RANDALL BAUER 10990 NW 115TH AVE GRANGER IA 50109-    

ALEX BENITEZ 763 FIFTH AVE CHULA VISTA CA 91910-    

JIM BERRY PO BOX 351 STILLWATER OK 74076-    

CHRIS BIRD 161 WASHINGTON ST MELROSE MA 02176-    

JOHN BLACKSTONE 2485 W WIGMAN AVE  #130 LAS VEGAS NV 89123-    

NIKOLAI BRUNNI PO BOX 1662 HONOLULU HI 96806-    

ROBERT BYRNE PO BOX 307 SCARBOROUGH NY 10501-    

J FRANKLIN CAMPBELL 227 E CHERRY ST MASON MI 48854-1713

MARK CAPRON 3123 JUNIPER DR IOWA CITY IA 52245-    

ANDY CATLIN 11775 GARNSEY AVE GRAND HAVEN MI 49417-    

PHIL CHASE 1834 FEDERAL AVE  #4 LOS ANGELES CA 90025-    

EMMANUEL CHESS CENTRE RUSSIAN CUL CTR, 74 KASTURI RANGAN RD ALWARPET 
CHENNAI TDANIL 
NADU

INDIA

LOS ANGELES CHESS CLUB PO BOX 251774 LOS ANGELES CA 90025-    

MICHAEL CIAMARRA 402 OFFICE PARK DR  #300 BIRMINGHAM AL 35223-    

LAWRENCE COHEN PO BOX 6632 VILLA PARK IL 60181-    

DAVID A COLE 33 CONSTITUTION WAY FRANKLIN NJ 07416-    

JAMES COPE JR 3614 JEFF RD SPRINGDALE MD 20774-    

BILL CORNWALL 837 NW 110TH AVE CORAL SPRINGS FL 33071-6432

STEPHEN DANN PO BOX 452 WORCESTER MA 01613-    

DANIEL DE LUCA 80 GILES POND RD, POB 119 AURORA ME 04408-7322

JOHN J DILL II 3808 N SULLIVAN RD   #13D,   SPOKANE VALLEY WA 99216-    

PETER DIXON 9 STAKKAFLITTS, FETLAR SHETLAND IS. UK ZE29DJ

MARK DONLAN 15 COVE RD HARWICH MA 02645-1406

HAYWOOD DRUTOWSKI 701 MIRROR LAKE DR N  #122 ST PETERSBURG FL 33701-3256

RALPH DUBISCH PO BOX 9345 SAN JOSE CA 95157-    
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BETSY DYNAKO 212 W WASHINGTON  #1610 CHICAGO IL 60606-    
PETER DYSON 100 CHESS COVE LN,                MERRITT ISLAND FL 32952-    

JON EDWARDS 178 PENNINGTON HARBOURTON RD PENNINGTON NJ 08534-    

CHARLES ENSEY 12973 ABRA DR SAN DIEGO CA 92128-    

JOSEPH ERJAVEC, JR 8074 ROLLING BROOK RD SAGAMORE 
HILLS

OH 44067-    

DANIEL FREEMAN 646 93RD AVE N NAPLES FL 34108-    

JOE GANEM 236 CHARTLEY DR REISTERSTOWN MD 21136-    

DIEGO GARCES 284 SEA VIEW ROAD KEY BISCAYNE FL 33149-2504

MICHAEL GOELLER 62 MERRILL AVE E BRUNSWICK NJ 08816-    

BILL GOICHBERG PO BOX 249,                              SALISBURY MILLS NY 12999-    

LAUREN GOODKIND

ROGER GOTSCHALL 1341 TRUMAN PL AMES IA 50010-    

JAMES GRAY 1815 W THIRD STILLWATER OK 74074-    

ERIC GRIFFIN 1727 ARLINGTON ST SARASOTA FL 34239-    

BILL HALL PO BOX 3232 CROSSVILLE TN 38557-    

KARL HECK 5426 ROUTE 67 EAST DURHAM NY 12423-    

DAN HEISMAN 1359 GARDEN RD WYNNEWOOD PA 19096-    

MIKE HENEBRY 1501 PELHAM RD  #1276 SEAL BEACH CA 90740-    

RAMON HERNANDEZ 1996 ANTHONY AVE  #2B BRONX NY 10457-391 

HERBERT HICKMAN 15 CROSSBROOK PL LIVINGSTON NJ 07039-    

CAROL HOCHBERG 315 W 70TH ST  #8K NEW YORK NY 10023-3512

DAVE HOGG 530 S EDGEWOOD AVE ROYAL OAK MI 48067-    

ERIC HOLCOMB 1900 NE THIRD ST  #106-361 BEND OR 97701-    

ANDRES HORTILLOSA 5250 ANNAPOLIS ROAD N #2310 PLYMOUTH MN 55446-    

RANDALL HOUGH 1826 GARVEY AVE  #5 ALHAMBRA CA 91803-4260

BOB HOWE 311 E WALNUT PACIFIC MO 63069-    

ELIE HSIAO 126 TIMBER DR MOUNTVILLE PA 17554-    

ROBERT JACOBS 25 CHAMPAGNE DR LAKE ST LOUIS MO 63367-    

JON JACOBS 920 E 17TH ST  #304 BROOKLYN NY 11230-    

VOLKER JESCHONNEK 3140 CYNTHIA DR LIMA OH 45801-2103

TIM JUST 37165 WILLOW LN GURNEE IL 60031-    

ALAN KANTOR C/O USCF, PO BOX 3967 CROSSVILLE TN 38557-    

RAY KAPPEL 678 JEFFERSON ST ELK CREEK NE 68348-    

ROSALYN B KATZ 1716 WILLOWCREST RD DURHAM NC 27703-    

LARRY KAUFMAN 9213 WOODEN BRIDGE RD POTOMAC MD 20854-    

LUBOMIR KAVALEK 11224 FAIRWAY DR RESTON VA 20190-    

KONSTANTIN KAVUTSKIY 5700 SUNNYSLOPE AVE VAN NUYS CA 91401-    

DR PAUL KEPKE 1420 28TH ST AMES IA 50010-    

ALEXANDRA KOSTENIUK 284 SEA VIEW RD KEY BISCAYNE FL 33149-2504

DR CHARLES KRAUTHAMMER WASH POST, 1225 19TH ST NW  #620 WASHINGTON DC 20036-    
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SANIATA LACHICA 543 S OXFORD #111 LOS ANGELES CA 90020-    

PETER LAHDE 2609 SAILBOAT CT NASHVILLE TN 37217-    

ELLIOT LANDAW

TOM LANGLAND 2046 VIVIAN CT TRACY CA 95377-5395

AL LAWRENCE 289 BORDEN RD WALLKILL NY 12589-    

HARVEY LERMAN 921 THISTLE LANE MAITLAND FL 32751-    

MARK LEVY 119 WASHINGTON AVE WESTWOOD NJ 07675-    

CLEVELAND LIBRARY SERIALS 17133 LAKESHORE BLVD CLEVELAND OH 44110-    

MYRON LIEBERMAN 1444 W SIXTH ST TEMPE AZ 85281-    

RACHEL LIEBERMAN 1444 W SIXTH ST TEMPE AZ 85281-    

DIEGO LONDONO CALLE 44 #86-46 APT 204, MEDELLIN ANTIOQUIA COLOMBIA

DANIEL LUCAS

SHIVA MAHARAJ

DOUG MC CLINTOCK 26152-B VIA CALIFORNIA,   CAPISTRANO BEACH CA 02624-    

JAMES MENELLA 8 MAGNOLIA ,                       NORTH PLAINFIELD NJ 07080-    

ROBERT MESSENGER 4 HAMLETT DR  #12 NASHUA NH 03082-    

RUSSELL MILLER 2510 SE 164TH AVE  #D-6 VANCOUVER WA 98683-1103

DAVID MOESER 6255 BEECHMONT AVE  #22 CINCINNATI OH 45230-    

JOHN MORGAN 11504 TANGLEBRIAR LANE AUSTIN TX 78750-    

SEVAN MURADIAN 5119 N KENNETH AVE CHICAGO IL 60630-    

WORLD CHESS MUSEUM PO BOX 4797 ST LOUIS MO 63108-    

MICHAEL NAGARAN 17360 CAMINITO CANASTO SAN DIEGO CA 92127-    

MIKE NIETMAN 2 BOCA GRANDE WAY MADISON WI 53719-    

FRANK NIRO 1114 WASHINGTON ST OREGON CITY OR 97045-    

MICHAEL NOLAN 2410 BRETIGNE DR LINCOLN NE 68512-    

SANDRA PAHL 920 TAFT AVE OSHKOSH WI 54902-    

AL PENA 2420 HARRIMAN ,                    REDONDO BEACH CA 90278-    

GLENN PETERSEN 44-D MANCHESTER CT FREEHOLD NJ 07728-    

CHANDRA PITIGALA HIGHER COLLEGES OF TECHNOLOGY, PO BOX 4793 U.A.E

RYAN POLSKY 2288 MANNING AVE LOS ANGELES CA 90064-    

TIM REDMAN PO BOX 2016 DENTON TX 76202-2016

DALE RIGBY 1303 CHESTNUT,                      BOWLING GREEN KY 42101-    

BRADLEY ROGERS 57767 KARAM AVE WASHINGTON MI 48094-2936

HANON W RUSSELL PO BOX 5460 MILFORD CT 06460-0706

HARRY SABINE PO BOX 381 CROSSVILLE TN 38557-    

HASSAN ROGER SADEGHI 21-C AVENUE DU TEMPLE 1012 LAUSANNE SWITZ.

DAVID SANDS 1608 N SPRINGWOOD DR SILVER SPRINGS MD 20910-    

ALLAN SAVAGE 10804 MCCOMAS COURT KENSINGTON MD 20895-2210

DON SCHULTZ 3201 S OCEAN BLVD  #703,     HIGHLAND BEACH FL 33487-    
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YASSER SEIRAWAN 4505 NE 25TH CT RENTON WA 98056-    

RISHI SETHI 5 SARA LANE BARRINGTON IL 60010-    

JENNIFER SHAHADE

GEORGE SIFFRI 50 MOUNT WHITNEY PL JOHNS CREEK GA 30022-5441

SAM SLOAN 1664 DAVIDSON AVE  #1B BRONX NY 10453-    

MIKEL SMACI STREET PETER BUDJI  #76 TIRANA ALBANIA

PETER SPIZZIRRI 308 STIRLING CIRCLE CARY IL 60013-    

LARRY STEVENS PO BOX 5671 PASADENA CA 91117-    

DENIS STRENZWILK 2823 MEREDITH COURT ABINGDON MD 21009-    

TACTICSTIME 1340 FARNHAM POINT  #205, COLORADO SPGS CO 80904-    

PETER TAMBURRO 22 BUDD ST MORRISTOWN NJ 07960-    

ANTON TAYLOR PO BOX 1377 PINE KNOT KY 42635-    

MARK TAYLOR PO BOX 350 MT BERRY GA 30149-0350

HAL TERRIE 377 HUDSE RD  #23 MANCHESTER NH 03103-    

TOM THRUSH PO BOX 777211 HENDERSON NV 89077-    

BRUCE TILL 18536 MOUNTAIN LAUREL TERRACE GAITHERSBURG MD 20879-    

MATTHEW TRAYNOR 910-D MERRITT DR HILLSBOROUGH NJ 08844-    

CHARLES UNRUH PO BOX 841 OWASSO OK 74055-    

LIBRARY USCF PO BOX 3967 CROSSVILLE TN 38557-    

STANLEY VAUGHAN 2533 PALMERA DR LAS VEGAS NV 89121-4021

HELEN WARREN 2600 S FINLEY RD  #3414 LOMBARD IL 60148-7011

EDWARD WESTING 303 BELMONT CT BEL AIR MD 21014-    

FRED WILSON SUITE 334, 80 E 11TH ST NEW YORK NY 10003-    

HAROLD WINSTON 904 ROYAL BLACKHEATH CT NAPERVILLE IL 60563-    

POLLY WRIGHT 57 JOYCE ROAD EASTCHESTER NY 10709-    

VAL ZEMITIS 436 CITADEL DR DAVIS CA 95616-1007

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Grzheban
Solution: 
1.bxa7 Bxb5+ 2.Ka5 Bb8+ 3.Rb6 
Kc5 4.a8K! Bc6 5.a7 Bb5 6.Nc7 
Bxc7 7.a8K! Bd8 8.Nc7 Bxc7 
Stalemate

M.Havel, Chess
Solution: 
1.Qd7+ Kc4 (1...Ke5 2.Qg7+ Ke6 
3.Qe7+ Kf5 4.Qf6+ Kg4 5.Qg5+) 
2.Qb5+ Kd4 3.Bf2+ Kc3 4.Be1+ 
Kd4 (4...Qxe1 5.Qb4+) 5.Qb2+ 
Kc5 6.Qb6+ Kc4 7.Qb4+ Kd3 
8.Qc3+ Ke2 9.Qd2+ winning

M. Havel, Ceskoslovensky sah 
Solution: 
1.Bf2 Be6 2.Rg6 (begins chasing 
the bishop along the vertical) Bd5 
(or 2...Bc4 3.Rc6; 2...Bb3 3.Ra6+) 
3. Rg5  Bc4 (3...Be6 4.Re5Bd7 
5.Rd5) 4. Rg4 Bb3 5. Rg3 Ba2 
(after the light-squared bishop hid 
from the rook, White starts 
chasing the other bishop along 
the horizontal) 6.Rf3 Be7 (6...Bd6 
7.Rf6; 6...Bb4 7.Rf4) 7.Re3 Bd6 
8.Rd3 Bb4 9.Rd4 and wins
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YABCDEFGHY
8-+-+l+-+(
7zp-+-vl-+-'
6PzP-+-+-tR&
5+N+-+-+-%
4K+k+-+-+$
3+-+-+-+-#
2-+-+-+-+"
1+-+-+-+-!
xabcdefghy
G. Grzheban, Sakhi, 1962, II-III prize

White to move and draw

YABCDEFGHY
8-+-+-+-+(
7+-+-+-+-'
6-+-+-+-+&
5mK-+k+-+-%
4Q+-+-+-vL$
3+-+-+-+-#
2-+-+-+-+"
1+-+-+-+q!
xabcdefghy

M.Havel, Chess, 1926. 1st prize
White to move and win

SOLUTIONS ON p. 15

YABCDEFGHY
8k+-+-vl-+(
7+-+-+-+-'
6-+-+-+-+&
5+-+-+-+-%
4-+-+-+l+$
3+-+-+-vL-#
2-+-+-+R+"
1+-+-+-mK-!
xabcdefghy
M. Havel, Ceskoslovensky sah, 1926

White to move and win

The Chess Journalist
℅ Randy Hough
1826 W. Garvey Ave. #5
Alhambra, CA 91803-4260

FIRST CLASS


