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The most powerful of Black’s pieces is
stuck in a corner behind a bishop which
is biting on granite. Now White can start
aggressive operations.

19. ... cxd4 20. exd4 e5 21. d5 Rc7

It is really tough to suggest a reason-
able plan for Black now. His position is on
the verge of being moribund.

22. a4 Qd8 23. b4

Black tries to get his queen back into
the game but it is too late. Justin plays
strong and relentless moves to crack the
queenside.

23. ... Nh5 24, Bf2 Nf4 25. Bf1 f5

This desperate counter-attack is
doomed to fail. Now the two bishops mean
a lot in both defense and attack.

26. g3 Qg5 27. Kh1 Nh5 28. a5 bxa5 29. Rxa5

There is nothing Milov can do to stave
off the looming c4-c5.

29. ... Ndf6 30. c5 dxc5 31. bxc5 Rd8 32. Rb1
Nxd5

Going into the pin is fatal but so is
everything by this time.

33. Bc4 Nhf6 34. Rxb7!

Yes, this is obvious, but is the collation
of the refutation of Black’s faulty queen
to a8 move. The rest is very pretty.

4. ... Rxb7 35. c6 Rb2 36. c7 Rc8 37. Nxd5
Kh7 38. h4 Qd2 39. Nxf6+ gxf6 40. Qxd2
Rxd2 41. Bb6, Black resigned.

White is now so far ahead in material
that further resistance is futile. Milov
usually plays a lot better than this, but
in this game, a rating difference of almost
300 points proved to be of little conse-
quence.

For my last offering, I present you with
a pretty “Parting with the Lady.”

Dutch Defense (A85)

Benjamin Moon (1830)

Dan Mayers (1895)

World Open 2008, Philadelphia, USA (8)

Dan Mayers is a remarkable fellow. I
sometimes refer to him as “the two thou-
sand year old man” after the old Mel
Brooks comedy routine. Actually Dan is
only 87. He has been a high expert and
still carries a respectable 1918 rating. In
an act of sheer optimism, Dan pays his
entry to all the CCA tournaments he
plans on participating in all at once in
January! The 218-player Under 2000 sec-
tion was, as it always is, a brutal
competition. In this section, you see the
up and comers who still have dreams of
master status, lots of fast improving and
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ambitious kids, and those on the way
down, or at least trying to hold on to
what they have achieved. There are your
few sandbaggers still, but tough rating
history standards make life rightly diffi-
cult for these cheaters.

After a win in the first round, Dan
dropped five in a row. A lesser man would
have given up. Heck, I would have given
up! Not ol’ Dan! He hunkered down and
you could see him with his signature
magnifying glass intensely studying the
board. He finished with a flourish, win-
ning his last three! In round eight he
produced this delightful “Parting with the
Lady.” I don’t usually show you games
from the class sections as there are
always a plethora of instructive grand-
master games. But this game is an
exception which I should look for more
often, as the class players are the back-
bone of the big money tournaments.

1. d4 e6 2. c4 5 3. Nc3 Bb4 4. Qc2

As in the higher sections, the revival of
the Nimzo goes on. Call it “trickle down
openings.”

4. ... Nf6 5. a3 Bxc3+ 6. Qxc3 b6 7. Nf3 Bb7
8. Bf4 d6 9. e3 Nbd7 10. Be2 0-0 11. b4 Qe7
12. 0-0 Ne4 13. Qc2 e5 14. dxe5 dxe5 15.
Bg3 g5 16. h3

Too timid. Better is 16. ¢5. The White
bishop is not in trouble as it has h4 to go
to if Black tries to “ark” it. Now White will
have to deal with a serious compromise
of his pawn structure.

6. ... Nxg3 17. fxg3 c5 18. b5 Rad8 19. Rad1
e4 20. Nh2 Qe5

Now old Dan centralizes his queen and
forces an unwanted advance of the white
g-pawn. Black is clearly better.

21. g4 f4 22. exf4 gxf4 23. Rd2 3 24. gxf3

The relentless advance of the f-pawn
leaves White gasping for air. He should
move his bishop back to d1 but this only
slows down Black’s attack.

4. ... Qg3+ 25. Kh1 exf3 26. Bd3 Nf6 27.
Rdf2 Qxh3 28. Bf5

Hanging on by a fingernail!

28. ... Rd4 29. g5 Ng4 30. Be6+ Kg7 31. g6

(see diagram top of next column)
Do you see it? Dan sure did!
1. ... Qg2+! 32. Rxg2 fxg2+ 33. Kg1

33. Qxg2 Bxg2+ 34. Kxg2 Ne3+ 35.
Kgl Nxfl 36. Nxfl Kxgb and Black is up
two Exchanges and pawn with an easy
win.

3. ... Rxf1+ 34. Nxf1 gxf1=Q+ 35. Kxf1
Ne3+, White resigned.

The icing on the cake!

o

e K

18 @;f
ﬁ//g i/
m%

,,,,,, ? 7 Z

/%
n /ﬁ/@

After 31. g6

I must mention the presence of Jovan
Prokopljevic and his many wares. He is the
best chess artist alive today. And, I can’t
forget to mention the impressive book
and equipment display on sale in the spa-
cious book room by The Rochester Chess
Center, in combination with Chess 4 Less.
And, of course Toby Tobiason had his
great collection of CD videos, and other
doo-dads. I really like Toby.

Next year the World Open will again be
at the same gorgeous hotel in central
Philly. I am afraid Ben Franklin will be on
the CCA minimum ratings list and forced
to play in the under 2200 section, the
wily old sandbagger! B

2008 World Open

At A Glance

Date: June 30-July 6, 2008
Location: Sheraton Philadelphia
City Center Hotel, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.
Top Finishers: Open, 1st-4th:
Parimarjan Negi, Alexander Moi-
seenko, Evgeny Najer, Lubomir
Ftacnik, 7. Under 2400, 1st-5th:
Igor Schneider, Robert Hungaski,
Igor Sorkin, Louie Jiang, Elliott
Liu, 7. Under 2200, 1st-2nd:
Gevorg Vardanyan, Conrad Holt,
8Y%. Under 2000, 1st-3rd: Khine
Kyaw, Makaio Krienke, James Wu,
7Y%. Under 1800, I1st: M1chae1
Granata, 8%. Under 1600, 1st:
Molson Hart, 8. Under 1400, 1st-
2nd: Khalee Ward, John Sefton,
7%. Under 1200, 1st: Vladimir Kli-
menko, 8. Under 900, 1st: Oliver
Hu, 8. Under 600, 1st-2nd:
Michael Lim, Derek Leung.
Unrated, 1st-2nd: Vladimir Koko-
rev, Jaime Hamilton, 7%.
Norms earned: Arun Prasad,
India, GM (earned one earlier at
the Philadelphia International a
week before); Eric Hansen,
Canada, IM; Daniel Ludwig, IM;
Alisa Melekhina, IM; Sam Shank-
land, IM; Jonathan Tayar,
Canada, IM.
Chief TD: Bill Goichberg
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