CL_10-2008_worldopen_AKF r9.gxp:chess life

same as the U.S. It is nothing like in
some western European countries where
GMs are known as well as soccer stars.
Only the name Anand is quickly recog-
nized there.

I will post the full interview on Chess
Life Online. The handsome lad had a lot
of other things of interest to say.

Although he didn’t think any of his
games were really special, I found this one
to be an exciting gem. I think you read-
ers will agree on this.

Open Catalan (E04)

GM Victor Mikhalevski (2679)

GM Parimarjan Negi (2730)

World Open 2008, Philadelphia, USA (6)

1. d4 d5 2. c4 e6 3. Nf3 Nf6 4. g3 dxc4 5. Bg2
c6 6. 0-0 b5 7. a4 Bb7 8. Ne5 a6 9. Nc3 Nd5
10. e4 Nxc3 11. bxc3 Nd7 12. f4 Qc7
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This seems to be a new move in this
system. It was played only once before in
1994 but it sure does have a lot of suc-
cess here! In prior games, 12. ... Be7 was
the most popular move. My thanks to
John Hillery for researching this line for
me. It is one I play a lot myself but after
this overwhelming win for Black, I may
have to give it up.

13. Be3 Be7

In that 1994 game between two low
rated masters, Black played 13. ... hS
here, a seemingly faulty plan as White
later won rather easily.

14. 5 Nxe5 15. dxe5 Qxe5

At this point, Black is two pawns ahead.
He seems able to give one back and
remain a solid pawn plus.

16. Bd4 Bc5 17. Kh1 Bxd4 18. cxd4 Qc7 19.
Qg4

After 19. fxe6 0-0 20. exf7+ Rxf7 21.
Rxf7 Qxf7 22. Qd2 Rd8 and Black will
remain a healthy pawn to the good.

19. ... f6 20. fxe6 0-0 21. d5 Rad8

As scary as the white pawns look, they
are sufficiently blockaded.

22. Rad1 ¢c3
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After 22.

The young grandmaster has demon-
strated great patience but now the queen-
side mass begins to move forward and
assert itself.

23. e5 f5 24. Qh4 Rxd5!

A correct Exchange sacrifice which will
augment the massive queenside pawns.
This is exciting and strong chess!

25. Bxd5 cxd5 26. axb5 c2
A useful Zwischenzug.

27. €7 Re8 28. Rc1 d4+
Here come da’ judge!

29. Kg1 Qxe5 30. Rxc2 Qd5 31. bxaé Qh1+
32. Kf2 Qg2+ 33. Ke1 Qxc2 34. axb7 d3!,
White resigned.

This has been inspired play on the part
of the young Indian grandmaster. Mate is
threatened on e2 and if 35. Rf2, the mate
comes on cl. What a great attack. Too bad
there are no beauty prizes in CCA tour-
naments; this would have won the beauty
prize hands down!

The best game I had available, played
by Najer, was the following crucial eighth
round victory

Sicilian Defense (B50)
GM Julio Becerra (2646)
GM Evgeny Najer (2689)
World Open 2008, Philadelphia, USA (8)

This is a very delicate ending. One
hears endless shibboleths about “good”
and “bad” bishops, but here we see the
reality of the often repeated “rule.” In a
game between two grandmasters with a
lot of money riding on every half point in
the end, Black achieves the better of the
dark-squared bishops and, even with
knights on the board, he nurses this
often ephemeral advantage home for a
full point at a time in the tournament
when jockeying for final positioning begins
in dear earnest.

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. c3 Nf6 4. Be2 g6 5. 0-0
Bg7 6. Re1 0-0 7. Bf1 Nc6 8. d3 h6 9. a3 e5

10. b4 Be6 11. Nbd2 b5 12. Bb2 Qb6 13. Rb1
a6 14. Ba1 Rfe8 15. h3 cxb4 16. axb4 d5 17.
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Bb2 Rad8 18. Ra1 Nh5 19. Qc2 Ng3 20. Nb3
Nxf1 21. Rxf1 dxe4 22. dxe4 Bc4 23. Rfe1
Bd3 24. Qc1 Bf8 25. Nc5 a5

Bad is 25. ... Bxc5 26. bxcS Qxc5 27.
Qxh6 when Black is weak on a6 and his
kingside.

26. Nxd3 Rxd3 27. bxa5
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Nxa5 28. Qc2 Red8
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After 28. ... Red8
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The prior moves can best be described
as cautiously jockeying for position. Now
we see the foreshadowing of the long end-
ing. White’s dark-squared bishop has a
hard time finding play and the c-pawn
stays weak. It looks like White will never
be able to force c4 (How ironic, as we
English players make that our FIRST
move!)

29. Red1 Rxd1+ 30. Rxd1 Rxd1+ 31. Qxd1
Nc4 32. Bc1 Qa5 33. Qe1 Qa1 34. g3 Kh7 35.
Kg2 Bc5 36. h4 Qa2 37. Nd2 Nd6 38. Qd1 h5
39. Qb3 Qa1 40. Qc2 Qa4 41. Qb3 Qa1 42.
Qc2 Qa4 43. Qb3 Qxb3

After equivocating while getting to the
first time control, the eventual champion
decides rightly that there are winning
chances in this ending. That decision
looks good in hindsight as it was neces-
sary to grab this point to keep his chances
for the title alive. This was the penultimate
round.

44. Nxb3 Bb6 45. Kf3 Nc4 46. Ke2 5 47. 3
Kg7 48. Nd2 Kf7 49. Nf1 Ke6 50. Kd3 Bd8 51.
exf5+ gxf5 52. Bg5 Bb6

A trade of this prelate was “a consum-
mation devoutly to be wished” (Hamlet).
But Black was not buying, thank you
very much.

53. Bh6 Kd5 54. Bg7 Bc7 55. Bf8 Bd8 56. Bg7
Bc7 57. Bf8 e4+

(see diagram top of next column)

The decisive breakthrough, but there
was no way it could have been stopped in
the long run.

58. Ke2 Be5 59. Bb4 Ke6 60. Kf2 Nb2 61.
Ke3 exf3 62. Kxf3 Na4 63. c4

Now the move 63. c4 is a desperate
gambit. The weak c-pawn could no longer
be defended.
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