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21. ... g6

After 21. ... g6

22. c4?

Needlessly giving Black a protected
passed pawn and a powerful bishop. Bet-
ter was 22. Rf1 aiming for f4-f5.

22. ... d4 23. Nd2 Ne6

Black has a serious advantage now.

24. b4 cxb4 25. Bxb4 Nxf4 26. Rf1

The lesser evil was 26. Nf3.

26. ... g5 27. h4 Ke8!

I was proud of this move, because usu-
ally you don't move the king to the edge
in the endgame.

28. hxg5 Nxg2

28. ... Ne6 was the safer route to main-
tain the advantage.

29. e6! fxe6 30. Rf6 Ne3 31. Rxe6+ Kd8 32.
Rb1 Rg8 33. Be7+?!

This should lose. 33. Kf2 offers some
hope for a draw.

33. ... Kd7 34. Rexb6 Bc6 35. Bf6 Ng4??

The move 35. ... Rcf8! wins, whereas my
move should draw.

36. Bxd4

The patient 36. Rf1! should hold.

36. ... Rxg5 37. Kf1?

37. Rb8 gives drawing chances, as there
is no great discovered check.

37. ... Re8!

This clearly wins.

38. Rxc6

The mating threats forced this, but in
such an open position a bishop is no
match for a rook.

38. ... Kxc6 39. Rb6+ Kc7 40. Kg2 Ne3+ 41.
Kf2 Nc2, White resigned.

Disaster also struck Hunter on boards
three and four, and when the score sheet
was signed, Larry Kaufman’s team had
prevailed 3½-½. Hunter rebounded to

win its next two matches, handily taking
the “Best High School Team” award, while
“UR Outrated: Give Up” moved on to play
for the overall championship.

After five rounds, it appeared likely
that the team of the world senior cham-
pion would go on to become the world
amateur team champions. Going into the
sixth round with five convincing wins
under their belts, they were paired with
“Palin Gambit: I Can See Checkmate from
My House,” a group formed by expert
and team anchor Alan Price. This team
had, over the course of five rounds,
appeared to barely scrape together each
win—as top board Paul Mac Intyre
described it, “We never swept anyone.”
Mac Intyre himself had started with an
inauspicious 0-3 score after he suffered
a 400-point upset in the first round. Yet
somehow, “Palin Gambit” kept winning.
As Mac Intyre explained, “Alan Price

firmly believes in having a ‘balanced’
team—one with four players whose rat-
ings are as close to one another as
possible.” The idea is to have the ability
to win against any lineup, even if it means
only the narrowest margins of victory are
possible. The strategy appears to be a
winning one, as Price has now assembled,
over the course of a little more than a
decade, two winning USATE teams. His
last winning team, “Light Blue,” edged
out the team of Anatoly Karpov for the
USATE title in 1998.
The showdown between “UR Outrated:

Give Up” and “Palin Gambit” gave the
latter a rating edge on the bottom two
boards. Third board Libardo “Ng5” Rueda,
formerly the junior champion of Colum-
bia two decades ago, defeated David
Schoch efficiently. “Rueda relies on about
three opening books and raw talent,”
comments Mac Intyre. “His attacking
style made him a powerhouse for the
team.” Rueda has recently returned to
chess after a long hiatus and, with only
a 2189 rating, is clearly improving as he
regains his old form. His individual per-
formance was just shy of perfect at 5½/6!
Meanwhile, “Palin Gambit” fourth-board

Alan “Chaos Theory” Price had stirred up
complications against the dynamic Douglas
Stanley. Both had perfect individual scores
going into the game, but for Price, this was
a “must win” situation. His teammate Brian
“Mercy Killer” Hulse had gone down in
flames on board two to IM Ray Kaufman,
leveling the match to 1-1, and with Mac
Intyre facing the strong GM Kaufman the
match situation necessitated a win.
With the score now at 2-1, it was up to

Mac Intyre to clinch the match. Writes
Mac Intyre, “Before the round, I had
insisted that Alan take me out to the car
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A “Balanced” Team Prevails

“Stimulating” the
Growth of College
Chess

The best-performing collegiate
team this year was “Queenside Stim-
ulus Package,” a group of four
students from the University of Vir-
ginia (UVA). Top-board FM Ruixin
Yang, a triple major in computer
engineering, computer science, and
economics, is now in his fourth year
of studies at UVA. “Like many stu-
dents, I haven’t been able to play
much during my college years,” he
remarked. Since starting as a full-
time student in the fall of 2005, he
has only played in a total of six rated
events including the U.S. Amateur
Team East (USATE). Sponsorship
from UVA paid for his team’s trip to
Parsippany, enabling them to com-
pete to their fullest potential. “Not
having to worry about the financial
end of the event was great,” Yang
says, “and an event like USATE pro-
vides a great way for chess players
in college to get back into the game,
since being on a team motivates you
to knock the rust off quickly.” Yang
advises college students to inquire
about the possibility of obtaining
chess-related travel funds from their
schools. “Many colleges have a stu-
dent activities committee,” he says,
“and these committees tend to be
open as to how to spend money. Ask
for a form to fill out and see what
they say.”
Other members of “Queenside

Stimulus Package” included college
sophomore Atul Kannan, senior Carl
Barth, and freshman Paul Casi. Casi,
the team’s 1399-rated anchor, scored
some impressive upset draws and
proved to be a “surprise weapon” of
sorts. His round five draw against
William Michael, who out rated him
by 360 points, helped the students
defeat the team led by GM Arthur
Bisguier by a margin of 2½-1½. “I
know that University of Virginia has
sent teams to USATE before,” Yang
comments, “but this was our
strongest year ever. Our chess club
has only about ten people, but we
were able to field a good team from
that.” Several of UVA’s chess club
members are graduates of nearby
Thomas Jefferson High School,
which has a thriving extracurricular
chess program and routinely takes
home trophies in national scholas-
tic events. ~JH
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