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USATEvents

and is a target in light of White's Qd1–b3
or a2-a3 and b2-b4 with a “minority
attack.” Black needs to find a good
defense or he will succumb to an attack
or be squeezed off the board. Perhaps
Kaufman had seen the game Korchnoi-
Portisch, played last year in Corus, where
“Viktor the Terrible” squeezed his oppo-
nent off the board. Portisch in that game
played 10. ... Nf6 to secure d5, but when
Korchnoi stuck his knight on e5 it was
stuffy for Black.

10. ... Bd6!!

If this move looks ridiculous at first sight,
it should. Isn’t Black just giving himself
doubled pawns? Yes, but after Black plays
... Nf6, it will be difficult for White to win
either of the d-pawns. Also, Black can now
challengeWhite’s control of the c-file rather
than allowing White to start a “minority
attack.” One might also think White is
playing a “pawn up,” but this is not the
case, as both d-pawns pull their weight. The
d6-pawn forever secures e5 and c5, and the
d5-pawn gives Black a stronghold on e4
and c4. If White wants to make progress
with e3-e4, he will allow Black to "undou-
ble" his pawns—yet another reason Black
is not playing “down a pawn.”

11. Bxd6 cxd6 12. g3 Nf6 13. Kg2 Qb6 14.
Qb3 Bd7 15. Rac1

After 15. Qxb6 axb6, Black has two sets
of doubled isolated pawns but yet still has
the initiative. His a8-rook targets White’s
a-pawn, and White will have to eventually
play a2-a3. Then Black can play ... b6-b5-
b4, prying open the queenside.

15. ... Rfc8 16. Rhe1 Qxb3 17. axb3 Rxc1 18.
Rxc1 Rc8 19. Rxc8+

If White probes for weaknesses with
19. Ra1 a6 20. Ra5 (with the idea of b3-
b4-b5), Black has time to bring his king
to the center.

19. ... Bxc8 20. Nd2 Kf8 21. f3 h6 22. b4 Ke7
23. Nb1 Kd8 24. Nc3 Bd7 25. e4

White at last goes for this breakthrough.

25. ... dxe4 26. fxe4 a6 27. Kf3 Bc6 28. h3

If 28. d5 Be8, Black’s knight will come
to e5 via d7.

28. ... Ke7 29. Ke3 d5

This seemed the simplest way to draw,
as after White’s next move it is hard for
him to make further progress.

30. e5 Ne8 31. Be2 f6 32. Kf4 g6 33. h4 Nc7
34. exf6+ Kxf6 35. Bf3, Draw agreed.

White finally concedes the draw, as he can
never break through or win the d5-pawn.
In the matchup between Thaler and

GM Kaufman, however, the former had
started to lose control. The game went into
a tailspin with both players scrambling to

make the time control at move 40. In the
end, it was Kaufman who made the fabled
“second-to-last blunder.”

Ruy Lopez, Exchange Variation (C68)
Michael Thaler (2298)
GM Larry Kaufman (2452)
U.S. Amateur Team East (4), 02.15.2009
Notes by Kaufman

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 a6 4. Bxc6 dxc6 5.
0-0 Qf6

This move is only sixth in popularity,
but it scores well and is recommended in
some books.

6. d4

Roughly equal is 6. d3 Bg4.

6. ... exd4 7. Bg5 Qd6 8. Nxd4

Taking with the queen would please
Black, because the bishop pair tends to
gain in value with a queen trade.

8. ... Be7

Black doesn't really want to exchange
bishops when he has the bishop pair,
but otherwise his development is diffi-
cult. 8. ... Bd7 is the move to go all-out
for the win, but it carries some risk.

9. Be3

Trading bishops is more common here,
because it leaves White with a healthy
kingside pawn majority versus Black’s
crippled queenside one, while Black no
longer enjoys the bishop pair as com-
pensation. But Black’s development is
then simple, and his remaining bishop
and knight are a tad better than White’s
two knights, so White’s edge is quite
small.

9. ... c5?!

I wanted to trade queens to aid my
bishop pair, but I fall a bit too far behind
in development. 9. ... Nf6 is correct with
about equal chances. Then 10. f3 (to stop
... Ng4) 10. ... 0-0 is about equal.

10. Nb3 Qxd1 11. Rxd1 b6 12. Nc3 Nf6 13. e5

13. Bf4 Bd8 14. h3 0-0 15. a4 would
give White a serious initiative.

13. ... Nd7 14. Nd5 Bd8 15. Bg5 c6 16. Bxd8
cxd5 17. Bc7 Bb7 18. Re1

Better and equal was 18. f4.

18. ... Rc8

18. ... Ke7 was probably better.

19. Bd6 Nf8 20. f4 Kd7?!

Black is fine after 20. ... Ng6 21. g3 Ne7.

21. Rad1

Stronger is 21. f5!.

The “Other”
Championship

As the U.S. Amateur Team East
(USATE) grows, so does its premier
side event: the Sunday-night “bug-
house” tournament, which started at
11:00 p.m. after most of the fourth-
round battles had ended. “This year
was a lot more competitive than pre-
vious years,” observed Japanese-
American talent Shinsaku Uesugi.
“There were more teams, and the
teams were stronger—more FMs and
IMs chose to play this year than ever
before.” Uesugi, who paired up with
fellow bughouse-guru Jason McKin-
ney to win last year’s USATE
bughouse championship, formed the
team “Asian Domination” with multi-
time National Open Bughouse
Champion Nephtali Diaz to once
again take the top prize. The two
had strong team chemistry and “the
quickest hands I’ve ever seen,”
according to WFM Abby Marshall,
who partnered with IM Alex Lender-
man for the event. She jokingly
added that the pair should have
been called “World Domination,” and
that their chances against them
would have been better had the
Game/5 time control been doubled.
Uesugi cites his team’s match

against FM Daniel Yeager and Scott
Low as their toughest. Despite the
opposing team’s strong resistance,
Uesugi remarks, “we stayed in con-
trol.” “Asian Domination” also
defeated a powerful duo of FM Marc
Arnold and IM Robert Hess. Despite
being out-rated, Uesugi was not
intimidated—last year, he and his
partner McKinney had taken down
GM Hikaru Nakamura and Danny
Rohde. Ultimately, after two exhaust-
ing hours of bughouse, Diaz and
Uesugi were declared the 2009
USATE bughouse champions with
a perfect 6-0 score. And, in another
one of USATE’s many paradoxes,
they split the $170 first-place prize.
What a strange twist it is that, while
the main USATE event is played for
honor, fun, fame, and bragging
rights, the USATE bughouse cham-
pionship is the only part of the event
with a cash prize! ~JH

If you would like to watch Uesugi
and Diaz in action, all six of their
games from the 2009 USATE
Bughouse Championship are
available on YouTube from the
user “Bughouse MASTER.”

CL_05-2009_usat_AKF_r9.qxp:chess life  4/13/09  1:07 PM  Page 30


