CL_02-2009_olympiad AKF rl0.gxp:chess life

Cover Story

. Rxd1+ 29. Bxd1!) 29. Kgl bxc5 30.
Qxc5 Rc6 31. Qe3, however White is
clearly winning; at first 26. ... Nxb3 27.
axb3 Ra5 seemed like a defense, but then
I saw that 28. b4! Ra3 29. b5 wins for
White.

27. gxf4 Nxe4 28. Nxe4

28. Kgl! is much, much stronger than
what I played. The king calmly leaves the
perils of the h1-a8 diagonal, while the ...
RhS5 and ... Ne4 remain en prise. In terms
of material balance, 28. ... Nxf2 29. Qxf2
Black is doing fine (three pawns for the
piece) but in terms of position—not so
well. White’s pieces are extremely well
coordinated, and the pin on the c-file is
a heavy burden on Black. If Black tries to
dislodge the Nd6 with 29. ... Rd8 then
White has the nice tactic 30. Nxf7! Rxd1+
(Black is also lost after 30. ... Kxf7 31.
Rxd8 Qxd8 32. Rxc6 ) 31. Bxd1! attack-
ing the ... RhS.

8. ... Qxf4 29. Bg3

The only move; now Black has a choice
between taking on e4 with the queen and
playing the endgame, or taking with the
bishop, with a much sharper game. Black
chose to keep queens on the board, which
is what I also thought was best during the
game. To me, it seemed that without
queens, White’s king suddenly and thank-
fully stops being a liability, and while the
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endgame would still be far from winning,
it would be much easier for White to play.

29. ... Bxe4+
Even worse is 29. ...
30. Kg1 Qf5

Alexandra used up much of her remain-
ing time here; during the game I wasn’t
sure what she was thinking about as 30.

. Qf5 seemed like the obvious move.
But now I can see that she was probably
deciding between 30. ... Qf5 and 30. ...
RgbS.

31. Rd7

Qxg3 30. Rxc6.

I had to be careful about which rook to
bring to the seventh, as 31. Rc7 runs
into 31. ... Bf3.

1... Qg6

It was at this point that I finally realized
that my evaluation of the position that
arose on the 29th move was too opti-
mistic. Basically, I thought that White
had a significantly superior position with
the piece against the four pawns (that’s
probably what kept me from finding 28.
Kgl!—I was already very satisfied with the
bishop versus four pawns outcome), but
now I saw that Black had real counterplay
with ideas like ... Rg5 and ... h5-h4!

32. Rcc7 Rf8

International Youth Camp

During the Olympiad, the German
Chess Youth sponsored a multicultural
chess jamboree they dubbed the “Inter-
national Youth Camp.” National
federations from eleven countries—Ger-
many, Austria, Sweden, France, Russia,
Croatia, Hungary, Greece, Turkey, the
United Arab Emirates, and the United
States—sent a total of forty-two young
men and women to the event, which
was held from November 16-22. Repre-
senting the United States were Courtney
Jamison of Texas, Tyler Hughes of Col-
orado, and Jonathan Hilton of Ohio.

The International Youth Camp, which
was modeled after the youth camps that
are traditionally held during the Olympic
Games, was intended to bring the youth
of the chess world together. Although
many of the participants were strong
players, the focus of the camp was not
chess instruction. According to the vice
president of the German Chess Feder-
ation, Hans-Juirgen Gieseke, the goal of
the camp was to “cultivate contacts and
friendships across national borders and
to increase ... the [cultural] understand-
ing of the participants.” Throughout the
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week, workshops on topics such as eth-
nic cooking, Cold War history, and
national sports were offered. Cultural
expeditions included a boat trip down
the Elbe River, sightseeing in Dresden
in Berlin, a tour of a German high
school, church and museum visits, and
a chance to watch a live performance of
Schach, the German-language version
of the musical “Chess.” All campers
received a pass to watch the Olympiad
and free access to Dresden’s thorough
tram system, giving participants the
opportunity to tour both the Olympiad
and the city in their free time. At
Olympiad events such as the “Bermuda
Party,” many participants had the
chance to meet grandmasters such as
Loek van Wely, Magnus Carlsen, and
Veselin Topalov.

Measured by the sheer strength of
the bonds formed between participants,
it is fair to say that this first-ever Inter-
national Youth Camp proved successful
in its lofty ambitions. The students
smashed through cultural, religious,
political, and language barriers to form
deep connections with one another.
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After 32.

I had spent quite a while on the ‘obvi-
ous’ Rec7, because I was having a hard
time dealing with Black’s best move, 32.

.. Rf5 33. Bxe6! Gregory pointed out that
this idea still works here, which I didn’t
see during the game. [ was going to make
a reasonable, but hardly killer move like
Rd4, attacking the bishop and controlling
the fourth rank in anticipation of the ...
h5-h4 advance. (The queen sacrifice was
tempting, but unfortunately not convinc-
ing: 33. Qxe4 Rfl+ 34. Kxfl Qxe4 35.
Rxf7 and there are various moves for
Black here, such as ... Rf8 or ... Qd3+.) 33.

.. Qxe6 34. Re7! the point 34. ... Qf6 35.
Rxe4 White retains a significant advan-
tage.

33. Bxe6!

I had noticed this refutation of ... Rf8

Although there was no shortage of frank
discussion about the global economy,
military conflicts, the environment, and
the recent U.S. election, the most mean-
ingful interactions were acts as simple
as smiling. For a talent show on Friday,
the final night of the camp, the stu-
dents found ways of combining their
different talents to sing, dance, and
perform incredible feats of skill together,
such as catching marshmallows
hurtling through the air at high speeds
in their mouths. Emotions ran high as
the camp came to a close. “Having to say
goodbye to all the kids that I had known
for only a week, but felt so close to,
was incredibly tough!” remarked Court-
ney Jamison.

It is the hope of the German Chess
Youth, which generously covered all the
participants’ expenses once they arrived
in Dresden, that future hosts of the
Olympiad will also sponsor such a
camp. “We’re hoping this could bring
about world peace and all that kind of
stuff,” said Eike Schwede, one of the
camp’s organizers. Perhaps it will.

~Jonathan Hilton
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