
The hottest player in the 2005 Elec-
tronic Knights Championship has to be
Gillmore Hoefdraad. From sunny Suri-
name where he was born in 1962, won
several junior championships, and repre-
sented his home country at the Luzerne
Olympiads, to Mexico where he was an
economist for the Center of Monetary
Studies for Latin America and the
Caribbean, then to the U.S. in 1999 where
he discovered correspondence chess, and
finally to Beirut, Lebanon where he
worked for the International Monetary
Fund. Gillmore has annexed the second
annual Electronic Knights Championship.
Gillmore had played an earlier Interna-

tional Correspondence Chess Federation
correspondence event, and he liked the
taste. His second tournament was the
2005 Electronic Knights and notes that
“e-mail has made correspondence chess
much more interesting. It is quick, effi-
cient, and helps you stay on top on
current chess developments.” Gillmore
has had to juggle chess with his world
travel. He writes, “I have met, through the
USCF correspondence tournaments very

nice counterparts who have been always
understandable to my frequent time-out
requests or delays in responding due to
my loaded work-related travel schedule.
When possible I have tried to reply from
any corner of the world I was in.”
Gillmore’s advice to aspiring correspon-

dence players: “If you love chess, but
have a busy life, please play correspon-
dence chess. It will be very helpful when
you retire and would like to play over-the-
board again.”
How does Gillmore play? Here’s a taste

from the final round.

Sicilian Defense,
Yugoslav Attack (B78)
Gillmore Hoefdraad (2058)
Zachary Cohn (1721)
2005 Electronic Knights Final

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 Nf6 5.
Nc3 g6 6. Be3 Bg7 7. f3 0-0 8. Qd2 Nc6 9.
Bc4 Bd7 10. h4 h5

The Soltis variation has given new life
to the Dragon variation. Black is willing
to engage in a battle on the kingside in the
hopes of surviving long enough to even-
tually counterattack on the queenside.

11. 0-0-0 Rc8 12. Bb3 Ne5 13. Bg5 Rc5 14.
g4

Gillmore chooses the most directly
aggressive line from among many. Only
14. Kb1 has more adherents, but Gill-
more’s reasoning is that Black's
counterattack has been postponed by 10.
... h5 and so he aims for immediate bat-
tle. Nevertheless, the modern (2008) vote
is for 14. Kb1.

14. ... hxg4 15. f4 Nc4 16. Qe2 Qc8

And by 2007 the majority preference
leans toward 16. ... b5 here with an occa-
sional success for 16. ... Na5.

17. Bxf6

There are still a few diehard fans of
17. h5 here.

17. ... Bxf6 18. Nd5

After 18. Nd5

In the battle of opening theory, a crit-
ical position has been reached. Black's
choice of 18. ... b5 is quite playable, but
the move that has had the greatest suc-
cess for Black here is 18. ... Rxd5! 19.
exd5 b5 20. h5 g5 21. fxg5 Bxg5+ 22. Kb1
when it has been Black who has been
marking up the plus scores.

18. ... b5 19. h5 g5 20. Nxf6+

This apparent theoretical novelty
attempts to improve Kubach-Habermehl,
19 World Championship, which continued
20. f5 Rxd5 and drawn shortly after.

20. ... exf6 21. Qh2!

White has his queen’s sight set on d6,
Black fails to see White’s idea and his
game collapses.

21. ... Be6? 22. f5 Bd7 23. Bxc4 bxc4 24.
Qxd6

And with an unanswerable threat on f6,
White wins.

24. ... c3 25. b4 Rc4 26. Qxf6 Qd8 27. Qh6,
Black resigned.

No defense—27. ... f6 28. Ne6 Qe7 29.
Rxd7!
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Gillmore Hoefdraad, a Suriname native with a globe-hopping resume, wins the
2nd Annual Electronic Knights Championship
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